
 

Holy Trinity Lutheran 
Church 

Worship Guide 
 

Service of Holy Communion 
 

                     
 

 

 

 
 
 

“To Whom Shall We Go?” 

 
 
 
 

August 22, 2021 
 
 
 



+ INDICATES THE CONGREGATION STANDS AS YOU ARE ABLE 

 
WELCOME FROM PASTOR JACK 
 
CHILDREN’S SERMON 
 

+HYMN♫          Great Is Thy Faithfulness 
 
1 Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father; 
 there is no shadow of turning with thee; 
 thou changest not, thy compassions they fail not; 
 as thou hast been, thou forever wilt be. 
 
Refrain 
 Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness! 
 Morning by morning new mercies I see; 
 all I have needed thy hand hath provided; 
 great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 
 
3 Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, 
 thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide; 
 strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow, 
 blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside!  Refrain 

 
SALUTATION   
 
 P: The Lord be with you. 
 C: And also with you. 
 
+ PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 
Holy God, your word feeds your people with life that is eternal. Direct our 
choices and preserve us in your truth, that, renouncing what is false and 
evil, we may live in you, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SHARING OF THE ASSIGNED SCRIPTURE READINGS 
 
Ephesians 6:10-20 
 
Like a general giving a rousing speech to troops before battle, this letter 
closes by calling on Christians to be equipped for spiritual warfare 
against evil. The full armor of God includes truth, righteousness, peace, 
faith, the gift of salvation, and the word of God inspired by the Spirit. 
 

10Be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his power. 11Put on the 
whole armor of God, so that you may be able to stand against the wiles 
of the devil. 12For our struggle is not against enemies of blood and flesh, 
but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers 
of this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the 
heavenly places. 13Therefore take up the whole armor of God, so that 
you may be able to withstand on that evil day, and having done 
everything, to stand firm. 14Stand therefore, and fasten the belt of truth 
around your waist, and put on the breastplate of righteousness. 15As 
shoes for your feet put on whatever will make you ready to proclaim the 
gospel of peace. 16With all of these, take the shield of faith, with which 
you will be able to quench all the flaming arrows of the evil one. 17Take 
the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of 
God. 
  18Pray in the Spirit at all times in every prayer and supplication. To 
that end keep alert and always persevere in supplication for all the 
saints. 19Pray also for me, so that when I speak, a message may be 
given to me to make known with boldness the mystery of the 
gospel, 20for which I am an ambassador in chains. Pray that I may 
declare it boldly, as I must speak. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



John 6:56-69 
 
The “hard saying” that offends Jesus’ disciples is his claim that his 
followers must eat his flesh and drink his blood. The followers who return 
to their old lives know something about how odd this sounds. Simon 
Peter, on the other hand, knows something about the scarcity of living, 
gracious words. He asks the most important question: “To whom shall 
we go?” 
 
[Jesus said,] 56“Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood abide in me, 
and I in them. 57Just as the living Father sent me, and I live because of 
the Father, so whoever eats me will live because of me. 58This is the 
bread that came down from heaven, not like that which your ancestors 
ate, and they died. But the one who eats this bread will live forever.” 59He 
said these things while he was teaching in the synagogue at Capernaum. 
  60When many of his disciples heard it, they said, “This teaching is 
difficult; who can accept it?” 61But Jesus, being aware that his disciples 
were complaining about it, said to them, “Does this offend you? 62Then 
what if you were to see the Son of Man ascending to where he was 
before? 63It is the spirit that gives life; the flesh is useless. The words that 
I have spoken to you are spirit and life. 64But among you there are some 
who do not believe.” For Jesus knew from the first who were the ones 
that did not believe, and who was the one that would betray him. 65And 
he said, “For this reason I have told you that no one can come to me 
unless it is granted by the Father.” 
  66Because of this many of his disciples turned back and no longer 
went about with him. 67So Jesus asked the twelve, “Do you also wish to 
go away?” 68Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom can we go? You 
have the words of eternal life. 69We have come to believe and know that 
you are the Holy One of God.” 
 

SERMON  “To Whom Shall We Go?” 
 

QUIET TIME FOR REFLECTION & PRAYER   
  
HYMN OF THE DAY♫       O Bread of Life from Heaven 
 
1 O bread of life from heaven, 
 O food to pilgrims given, 
 O manna from above: 
 feed with the blessed sweetness 
 of your divine completeness 
 the souls that want and need your love. 
 
2 O fount of grace redeeming, 
 O river ever streaming 
 from Jesus' wounded side: 
 come now, your love bestowing 
 on thirsting souls, and flowing 
 till all are fully satisfied. 



+THE PRAYERS                                      (See “Celebrate” bulletin insert) 
 
P: Made children and heirs of God’s promise, we pray for the 

church, the world, and all in need. 
 

A brief silence. 
 
P: God of courage, bless all leaders of your church. Make them 

ready to proclaim the gospel of peace and strengthen them to 
preach your loving word. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 
P: God of creation, bless fields and orchards. Protect the land from 

drought and bring life-giving rain to support growth. Instruct your 
people in wise treatment of the world you have provided for all 
your creatures. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 
P: God of community, bless all who seek justice between nations 

and peoples. Give guidance to bridge-builders, heal divisions, 
and inspire cooperation in times of crisis, disaster, and war. Lord, 
in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 
P: God of compassion, bless all who are in any need. Accompany 

all who are lonely and feeling abandoned and remind them of 
your abiding presence. Accompany all who are persecuted and 
exploited and open us to their cries. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 
P: God of change, bless our transitions. Guide all who are 

embarking on new stages in life such as a new job, new school, 
or new community (especially). Sustain enduring friendships and 
kindle new relationships and interests. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 
P: God of comfort, bless all who mourn the deaths of their beloved 

ones. We give you thanks for the saints who have gone before 
us (especially). Renew our confidence in your promise of 
resurrection and life in the world to come. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 
P: Receive these prayers, O God, and those in our hearts known 

only to you; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C: Amen. 
 
 



EXCHANGE OF PEACE: 
 

P:   The peace of the Lord be with you always 
C:   And also with you 

(Please wave to your nearest worship neighbors) 
 

OFFERING PRAYER   
 

P: Jesus, Bread of life, 
you have set this table with your very self, 
and called us to the feast of plenty. 
Gather what has been sown among us, 
and strengthen us in this meal. 
Make us to be what we receive here, 
your body for the life of the world. 

C: Amen. 
 

(Offering baskets will not be passed around.  At the conclusion of the 
service, please place your offering in designated baskets in the rear of 
the sanctuary.) 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

 WORDS OF INSTITUTION   “In the night in which he was betrayed…” 
 

 THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 

         Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 
 



DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 
(At the invitation of the pastor, please open your communion kit and 
consume the host and grape juice) 
 
+ POST COMMUNION PRAYER   
 
P: Jesus, Bread of life, 

we have received from your table 
more than we could ever ask. 
As you have nourished us in this meal, 
now strengthen us to love the world with your own life. 
In your name we pray. 

C: Amen. 
 
+ BENEDICTION  
 
P: The blessing of God, 

who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us, 

☩ be upon you now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 
+ SENDING HYMN Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus 
 
1 Stand up, stand up for Jesus, 
 as soldiers of the cross, 
 lift high his royal banner; 
 it must not suffer loss. 
 From vict’ry unto vict’ry 
 his army he shall lead, 
 till ev’ry foe is vanquished 
 and Christ is Lord indeed. 
 
2 Stand up, stand up for Jesus; 
 the trumpet call obey; 
 stand forth in mighty conflict 
 in this his glorious day. 
 Let all his faithful serve him 
 against unnumbered foes; 
 let courage rise with danger, 
 and strength to strength oppose. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
+THE DISMISSAL 
 
P: You are the body of Christ 
C: Thanks be to God. 

 
 



Weekly Announcements 
 

Lector: Marga Conn    Music Director:  Chad Flynn   Video:  Don Gulliksen 

 
 
Sunday School resumes on September 12. For more information, please 
contact Erin Osterhout at 973-615-1026 or eosterhout@optonline.net. 
 
Volunteers are needed to count the offering after church on Sunday 
mornings.  If you have any questions or would like to volunteer please contact 
Joan Cosgrove at (973-601-1705) or speak to her in church.  No experience 
necessary! 
 
Mark your calendars!  The church comes back to life in a big way on Sunday, 
September 12 with the first day of Sunday School and the return of our post-
worship coffee hours.  Watch future bulletins for details. 
 
Lectors (readers on Sunday mornings) are needed and appreciated.  Read 
the assigned Scripture for the day!  Sign up sheets are located in the rear of the 
sanctuary, or ask Pastor Jack for details:  jackspartan79@gmail.com 
 
Did you notice that we are planting a community vegetable garden behind 
the church?  The “harvest” to be donated to our local impoverished.  For more 
info on volunteering/supporting this effort, please contact Shannon Leifken at:  
shannonleifken@gmail.com or call 973-570-2136. 
 
Volunteers are greatly needed to help with our Fall Festival. (see paragraph 
below) If you can help, even for just an hour or two, please see the sign-up 
board in the rear of our sanctuary, or contact Matt Maitilasso at 973-876-0973 or 
email at lawnpridenj@yahoo.com 
 
Fall Festival is Coming!  Mark your calendars to participate in our annual 
community Fall Festival, September 25 from noon to 5pm (rain date 9/26, 1:00-
6:00). Food, vendors, car show, live band, and more!  For more information, 
contact Matt Maitilasso at 973-876-0973 or email at lawnpridenj@yahoo.com  
Business sponsors and vendors are being recruited now! CDC guidelines will be 
followed, especially for masking and physical distancing. 
 
Food Collections.  Please note:  Please donate only NON-PERISHABLE food 
items.  Do not drop off milk, bread, or various dairy products as these items may 
spoil prior to public distribution. 
 
Did you know…approximately two hundred viewers “tune in” each week through 
our internet streaming of the worship experience. We are reaching viewers as far 
as Texas, Florida, the Carolinas, Tennessee, Maine and now China!  Thanks to 
modern technology we are living out Jesus’ great commission to proclaim God’s 
Word near and far (see Matthew 28). 
 
All liturgical wording for our worship services comes from the national office 
of the ELCA (Evangelical Lutheran Church in America) and is the standard 
recommended Lutheran liturgy for all Lutheran congregations across the United 
States. 
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Lunch & Learn Adult Bible Study will be offered again on September 1.  Join 
us at noon...bring a bag lunch.  Physical distancing and facial coverings will be 
mandatory. For those unable or uncomfortable attending in person, the Bible 
study will be live streamed through the ZOOM format.  Please contact Pastor 
Jack (jackspartan79@gmail.com) about the ZOOM link. 
 
Clothing Donations:  Please DO NOT drop off clothing at our church vestibule 
or lobby area.  Instead, please place all donated articles in the RED BIN in the 
rear parking lot of the church. Shoes, handbags, stuffed toys, and linens are 
accepted as well! For more information, contact Ellen Crane at 973-625-1353. 
 
Want to give electronically?  40% of our offerings now come in via electronic 
giving sources.  To learn more, simply go to our web page at 
www.rockawaylutheran.org and click on the “donate” button. . . then follow the 
simple instructions. Still not sure?  Please contact Donna Gulliksen at: 
Donna.Gulliksen@gmail.com or call her at 973-697-1895.  Regular offerings 
(with date and frequency of your choice) as well as one-time gifts can be 
established electronically.  All transactions are confidential. 
 
 
 
 

Upcoming Events 
 
 
Sun., Aug. 29 Worship - 11:00am 
 
Wed., Sep. 1  Lunch & Learn Bible Study – noon in choir room 
 
Sun., Sept. 5   Worship 11:00am 
 
Sun., Sept. 12  Worship - 11:00am 
                           First Day of Sunday School 
                          Post Worship Coffee Hour Resumes 
 
Sat., Sept. 25  Community Fall Festival (noon – 5pm) 
 
Sun., Sept. 26 Rain date for the Fall Festival (1 – 6pm) 
 
Sun., Oct. 3  Norwegian Memorial Service -3:00pm 
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Holy Trinity Lutheran Church 
508 Green Pond Road 
Rockaway, NJ 07866 

rockawaylutheran.org 
htlchurch@gmail.com 

973-625-0110 

 

Pastor:    Rev. Dr. Jack DiMatteo, jackspartan79@gmail.com 

Music Director:   Chad Flynn, bariflynn@yahoo.com  

Council President:    Joan Cosgrove, kikkired@verizon.net 

Sunday School Director:     Erin Osterhout, eosterhout@optonline.net   

Women’s Group President:     Marga Conn, tantemarga@outlook.com   

 

Office Hours:  Monday thru Thursday 9:00am – Noon 
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