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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 
P/ Blessed be the Holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, and whose 

mercy endures forever. 
 
C/ Amen. 
 
P/ Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no               

secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy               
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name,             
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C/ Amen. 
 
P/ Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

                         (Silence for reflection and self examination) 
Gracious God, 
 

C/ have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given              
ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In              
your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have            
done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us                
by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of life through                
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 
P/ God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made                 

us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩                
Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power            
through the Holy Spirit that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 

C/ Amen. 
 
Hymn        Eternal Father Strong to Save 
 
1 Eternal Father, strong to save, 

whose arm has bound the restless wave, 
who bade the mighty ocean deep 
its own appointed limits keep: 
oh, hear us when we cry to thee 
for those in peril on the sea. 

 

 



2 O Savior, whose almighty word 
the winds and waves submissive heard, 
who walked upon the foaming deep, 
and calm amid the storm didst sleep: 
oh, hear us when we cry to thee 
for those in peril on the sea. 

 
3 O Holy Spirit, who didst brood 

upon the chaos dark and rude, 
and bid its angry tumult cease, 
and give, for wild confusion, peace: 
oh, hear us when we cry to thee 
for those in peril on the sea. 

 
4 O Trinity of love and pow'r, 

all trav'lers guard in danger's hour 
from rock and tempest, fire and foe, 
protect them wheresoe'er they go; 
thus evermore shall rise to thee 
glad hymns and praise from land and sea. 

 
Text: William Whiting, 1825-1878, alt. 
 
Prayer of The Day 
 
O God of glory, your Son Jesus Christ suffered for us and ascended to your 

right hand. Unite us with Christ and each other in suffering and in joy, that 

all the world may be drawn into your bountiful presence, through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

Scripture Reading:      1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11 

Our faith in Christ does not make us immune from the scorn of others. Nevertheless, we 
are to resist the designs of evil when we experience disparagement from others 
because we trust God’s grace will strengthen and guide us. 
 
12Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that is taking place among you to test 
you, as though something strange were happening to you. 13But rejoice insofar as you 
are sharing Christ’s sufferings, so that you may also be glad and shout for joy when his 
glory is revealed. 14If you are reviled for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because 
the spirit of glory, which is the Spirit of God, is resting on you. 
 
 
 

 



 5:6Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, so that he may exalt 
you in due time. 7Cast all your anxiety on him, because he cares for you. 8Discipline 
yourselves, keep alert. Like a roaring lion your adversary the devil prowls around, 
looking for someone to devour. 9Resist him, steadfast in your faith, for you know that 
your brothers and sisters in all the world are undergoing the same kinds of 
suffering. 10And after you have suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who has 
called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, support, strengthen, and 
establish you. 11To him be the power forever and ever. Amen. 

Gospel Reading:       John 17:1-11 

On the night before his crucifixion, Jesus prays to his heavenly Father, asking that those 
who continue his work in this world will live in unity. 
 
1After Jesus had spoken these words [to his disciples], he looked up to heaven and 
said, “Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son so that the Son may glorify 
you, 2since you have given him authority over all people, to give eternal life to all whom 
you have given him. 3And this is eternal life, that they may know you, the only true God, 
and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. 4I glorified you on earth by finishing the work that 
you gave me to do. 5So now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory that 
I had in your presence before the world existed. 
  6“I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world. They 
were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. 7Now they know 
that everything you have given me is from you; 8for the words that you gave to me I 
have given to them, and they have received them and know in truth that I came from 
you; and they have believed that you sent me. 9I am asking on their behalf; I am not 
asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because they 
are yours. 10All mine are yours, and yours are mine; and I have been glorified in 
them. 11And now I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming 
to you. Holy Father, protect them in your name that you have given me, so that they 
may be one, as we are one.” 
 
Sermon 
 
Hymn of the Day:    How Great Thou Art 
 
1 O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder 

consider all the works thy hand hath made, 
I see the stars, I hear the mighty thunder, 
thy pow'r throughout the universe displayed; 

 
 
 
 
 

 



Refrain 
Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to thee, 
how great thou art! How great thou art! 
Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to thee, 
how great thou art! How great thou art! 

 
2 When through the woods and forest glades I wander, 

I hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees; 
when I look down from lofty mountain grandeur 
and hear the brook and feel the gentle breeze;  Refrain 

 
3 But when I think that God, his Son not sparing, 

sent him to die, I scarce can take it in, 
that on the cross my burden gladly bearing 
he bled and died to take away my sin;  Refrain 

 
4 When Christ shall come, with shout of acclamation, 

and take me home, what joy shall fill my heart! 
Then I shall bow in humble adoration 
and there proclaim, “My God, how great thou art!”  Refrain 

 
Text: Carl G. Boberg, 1859-1940; tr. and adapt. Stuart K. Hine, 1899-1989. 
Text © 1953 S.K. Hine, assigned to Manna Music, Inc., 35255 Brooten Road, Pacific City, OR 97135 (ASCAP). 
Renewed 1981. All rights reserved. (ASCAP) 
 
 
Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power 
of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended to the dead. On the third day 
he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the 
Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen.  

Prayers 
 
Uplifted by the promised hope of healing and resurrection, we join the people of God in 
all times and places in praying for the church, the world, and all who are in need. 

 



O God, call your people to be one, as you are one. Unite your church in the truth of your 
gospel, the love of our neighbor, and the call to proclaim your reign to all people. Lord, 
in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Breathe life into your creation. Guide your people as we explore the mysteries of the 
universe. We pray for the work of scientists and mathematicians whose skill enriches 
our understanding (like Nicholas Copernicus and Leonard Euler, whom the church 
commemorates today). Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Make your justice known among the nations of the earth. Protect the vulnerable 
(especially in nations currently in crisis). Redirect those who use violence and greed as 
weapons. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Come to the aid of your children. We pray for those engulfed in grief, those without 
supportive families, and for all who are isolated, powerless, or afraid, that all may rest 
their anxieties in your care. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Give courage to all who embark on new ventures. We especially remember this day 
those who risked their lives to serve in our armed forces. Grant safety to those serving 
at home or abroad, and assure them of your never-failing strength. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Raise all your saints to eternal life. Until that day, we give you thanks for the faithful 
examples of those who have listened to your voice and now rest in you. Lord, in your 
mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
With bold confidence in your love, almighty God, we place all for whom we pray into 
your eternal care; through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

 
Benediction  
 
The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make his face to shine on you and be 
gracious to you.  The Lord look upon you with favor and † give you peace. 
Amen 
 
 
 
 

 



Sending Hymn:     God Bless America 
 
God bless America, land that I love 
Stand beside her and guide her 
Through the night with the light from above 
 
From the mountains to the prairies 
To the oceans white with foam 
God bless America, my home sweet home 
 
God bless America, land that I love 
Stand beside her and guide her 
Through the night with the light from above 
 
From the mountains to the prairies 
To the oceans white with foam 
God bless America, my home sweet home 
 
From the mountains to the prairies 
To the oceans white with foam 
God bless America, my home sweet home 
God bless America, my home sweet home 
 

 


