
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church 
Service of Holy Communion 

February 20, 2022 

(Note:  All wording for the liturgy and hymns will appear on our large 
monitor screens just above the altar area.) 
 

 
WELCOME FROM PASTOR JACK 
 
CHILDREN’S SERMON 
 
+HYMN                     Love Divine, All Loves Excelling 
 
1 Love divine, all loves excelling, 
 Joy of heav’n, to earth come down! 
 Fix in us thy humble dwelling, 
 all thy faithful mercies crown. 
 Jesus, thou art all compassion, 
 pure, unbounded love thou art; 
 visit us with thy salvation, 
 enter ev’ry trembling heart. 
 
2 Breathe, oh, breathe thy loving Spirit 
 into ev’ry troubled breast; 
 let us all in thee inherit; 
 let us find thy promised rest. 
 Take away the love of sinning; 
 Alpha and Omega be; 
 end of faith, as its beginning, 
 set our hearts at liberty. 
 
SALUTATION   
 
 P: The Lord be with you. 
 C: And also with you. 
 
+ PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
P: O Lord Jesus, make us instruments of your peace, that where 

there is hatred, we may sow love, where there is injury, pardon, 
and where there is despair, hope. Grant, O divine master, that 
we may seek to console, to understand, and to love in your 
name, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 
 



SHARING OF THE ASSIGNED SCRIPTURE READINGS 
 
Genesis 45:3-11, 15 
 
Many years after being sold into slavery by his jealous brothers, Joseph 
reveals himself to them. Now the second-in-command in Egypt, Joseph 
reassures his brothers that God has used their evil intentions for good to 
preserve life during a devastating famine, and Joseph forgives them. 
 

3Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph. Is my father still alive?” But 
his brothers could not answer him, so dismayed were they at his 
presence. 
  4Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Come closer to me.” And they 
came closer. He said, “I am your brother, Joseph, whom you sold into 
Egypt. 5And now do not be distressed, or angry with yourselves, because 
you sold me here; for God sent me before you to preserve life. 6For the 
famine has been in the land these two years; and there are five more 
years in which there will be neither plowing nor harvest. 7God sent me 
before you to preserve for you a remnant on earth, and to keep alive for 
you many survivors. 8So it was not you who sent me here, but God; he 
has made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house and ruler 
over all the land of Egypt. 9Hurry and go up to my father and say to him, 
‘Thus says your son Joseph, God has made me lord of all Egypt; come 
down to me, do not delay. 10You shall settle in the land of Goshen, and 
you shall be near me, you and your children and your children’s children, 
as well as your flocks, your herds, and all that you have. 11I will provide 
for you there—since there are five more years of famine to come—so 
that you and your household, and all that you have, will not come to 
poverty.’ ” 15And he kissed all his brothers and wept upon them; and after 
that his brothers talked with him. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Luke 6:27-38 
 
Jesus continues to address a crowd of his disciples. He invites his 
followers to shower radical love, blessing, forgiveness, generosity, and 
trust even on enemies and outsiders. Living in harmony with God’s intent 
brings the reward of overflowing blessing. 
 
[Jesus said:] 27“But I say to you that listen, Love your enemies, do good 
to those who hate you, 28bless those who curse you, pray for those who 
abuse you. 29If anyone strikes you on the cheek, offer the other also; and 
from anyone who takes away your coat do not withhold even your 
shirt. 30Give to everyone who begs from you; and if anyone takes away 
your goods, do not ask for them again. 31Do to others as you would have 
them do to you. 
  32“If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even 
sinners love those who love them. 33If you do good to those who do good 
to you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners do the same. 34If you 
lend to those from whom you hope to receive, what credit is that to you? 
Even sinners lend to sinners, to receive as much again. 35But love your 
enemies, do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return. Your reward will 
be great, and you will be children of the Most High; for he is kind to the 
ungrateful and the wicked. 36Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful. 
  37“Do not judge, and you will not be judged; do not condemn, and you 
will not be condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven; 38give, and it 
will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together, 
running over, will be put into your lap; for the measure you give will be 
the measure you get back.” 
 
SERMON        “The Challenge of Mercy” 
 
CHOIR ANTHEM   
  
HYMN   O God of Mercy, God of Light 
 
1 O God of mercy, God of light, 
 in love and mercy infinite, 
 teach us, as ever in your sight, 
 to live our lives in you. 
 
3 Teach us the lesson Jesus taught: 
 to feel for those his blood has bought, 
 that ev’ry deed and word and thought 
 may work a work for you. 
 

 
 
 
 
 



+THE PRAYERS                                  (See “Celebrate” bulletin insert) 
 
 

P: The Spirit of the Lord is poured out upon us in abundance; so we 
are bold to pray for the church, the world, and all that God has 
made. 

A brief silence. 
 

P: You teach us to love our neighbors and enemies alike. 
Encourage your church to follow the leading of your love, 
especially when it is risky or difficult. Help us to show mercy just 
as we have first received mercy. God of grace, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 

P: Nurture fields that lie dormant, resting until it is time to bloom 
again. Bless farmers and all who cultivate fields and urban 
gardens. Give favorable weather for planting. Bring forth from 
buried seed an abundant harvest, and guard against famine and 
disease. God of grace, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 

P: Look upon our world with mercy, that we delight in an abundance 
of peace. Protect all whose lives are marred by war and civil 
unrest. Release political prisoners and amplify the voices that 
challenge us to seek forgiveness and pursue nonviolence. God 
of grace, 

C:  hear our prayer. 
 

P: Your people cry out for mercy. Console hearts that long for 
forgiveness. Mend broken relationships. Heal bodies that suffer 
chronic pain or illness. Strengthen and deliver all whose spirits 
are troubled (especially). God of grace, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 

P: You bind us together into one family. Teach us to forgive one 
another and to resolve conflicts with humility and patience. Bless 
families of all shapes and sizes, and show love to those who are 
lonely or grieving. God of grace, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 

P: We praise you for the saints who have inherited the fullness of 
your kingdom (especially). As you have raised them to 
imperishable and eternal life, sustain us in faith by the promise of 
resurrection. God of grace, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 

P: Since we have such great hope in your promises, O God, we lift 
these and all of our prayers to you in confidence and faith; 
through Jesus Christ our Savior. 

C: Amen. 
 
 

 



EXCHANGE OF PEACE: 
 

P:    The peace of the Lord be with you always 
C:    And also with you 

(Please wave to your nearest worship neighbors) 
 
OFFERING PRAYER   
 

P: Blessed are you, O God, 
Sovereign of the universe. 
You offer us new beginnings 
and guide us on our journey. 
Lead us to your table, 
nourish us with this heavenly food, 
and prepare us to carry your love 
to a hungry world, 
in the name of Christ our light. 

C: Amen. 
 

(Offering baskets will not be passed around.  At the conclusion of the 
service, please place your offering in designated baskets in the rear of 
the sanctuary.) 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

 WORDS OF INSTITUTION   “In the night in which he was betrayed…” 
 

 THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 

         Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 

 



DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 
+ POST COMMUNION PRAYER   
 
P: We give you thanks, gracious God, 

for we have feasted on the abundance of your house. 
Send us to bring good news 
and to proclaim your favor to all, 
strengthened with the richness of your grace 
in your Son, Jesus Christ. 

C: Amen. 
 
+ BENEDICTION  
 
P: God, who leads you in pathways of righteousness, 

who rejoices over you, 
and who calls you by name, 

☩ bless your going out and your coming in, 

today and forever. 
C: Amen. 
 
+ SENDING HYMN Give to Our God Immortal Praise! 
 
1 Give to our God immortal praise! 
 Mercy and truth are all his ways; 
 wonders of grace to God belong; 
 repeat his mercies in your song. 
 
2 He sent his Son with pow’r to save 
 from guilt and darkness and the grave. 
 Wonders of grace to God belong; 
 repeat his mercies in your song. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

+THE DISMISSAL 
 
P: Go with Christ into a weary world. 

Share the good news. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Weekly Announcements 
 

Guest Musician:  Mrs. Kathy Sacchiero     Lector: Shannon Leifken  
                                             Video:  Jonathan Bollard  
 
 
This Sunday we welcome Mrs. Kathy Sacchiero back as guest musician for 
our service.  Kathy is a retired public school music teacher, resides in Netcong, 
NJ and has been a personal friend/associate of Pastor Jack for over twenty 
years! 
 
Our search is underway to fill the vacant position of Music Director. The job 
description has been updated/modified and a Search Team has been assembled 
under the direction of Dr. Joanne Schaper.  Interested applicants are auditioning 
and interviewing this week.  If you, or someone you know, would like to apply for 
the position please contact Joanne at: joanneschaper@gmail.com 
 
The season of Lent is just around the corner.  Join us for a special Ash 
Wednesday worship service on March 2 at noon. 
 
Plans are underway for an ecumenical Good Friday service at noon on 
April 15 at the United Methodist Church of the Rockaways.  Watch future 
bulletins for details.  
 
We are now into the liturgical season of Epiphany. The word “epiphany” 
literally means “manifestation”.  The Gospel readings for this season reflect ways 
in which Jesus’ divinity became revealed to the world in and through his public 
ministry.  
 
Congregation Council Update: At its January 25 meeting, the Council voted to 
extend the global mask mandate and to suspend post-worship coffee hours up 
through the end of February.  These decisions will be revisited by the Council at 
the end of February.  At that time, the Council will re-evaluate based on data 
received regarding infection rates and positivity rates throughout New Jersey. 
 
Free Grief Support Group, sponsored by RISE UP Rockaway is now offered 
via ZOOM online conferencing.  Each Thursday evening through March 
3.  Sessions run from 7:30pm – 8:45 pm. The facilitator of the group is Ms. 
Andrea Wasser-Malmud, MSW, Licensed Clinical Social Worker, Certified 
Cognitive Behavior Therapist and Certified Grief Counselor. To register for the 
group, simply email Ms. Wasser-Malmud at: andreamalmud@gmail.com. 
 
Offering envelopes are now available on the table in the back of the 
sanctuary.  We will not be printing individual boxed envelope sets this year.  
Please feel free to take some of the preprinted envelopes from the back and 
write your name in the space provided. 
 
Can You Donate a New or Lightly Used Twin Sized Blanket (60”X90”) to aid 
the homeless?  Simply drop off the blankets in an area designated for such at 
our glass enclosed vestibule.  For more info:  Contact Nisha Zoeller at:  
nishazoeller@gmail.com This is a Girl Scout Troop 6114 project. 
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Coffee Hours are temporarily suspended.  Due to the increased spike in Covid 
infection rates, our weekly post-worship coffee hours will be suspended for the 
month of February. 
 
Lectors (readers on Sunday mornings) are needed and appreciated.  Read 
the assigned Scripture for the day!  Sign up sheets are located in the rear of the 
sanctuary, or ask Pastor Jack for details:  jackspartan79@gmail.com 
 
Volunteers are needed to count the offering after church on Sunday 
mornings.  If you have any questions or would like to volunteer please contact 
Joan Cosgrove at (973-691-1705) or speak to her in church.  No experience 
necessary! 
 
Food Collections.  Please note: Please donate only NON-PERISHABLE food 
items.  Do not drop off milk, bread, or various dairy products as these items may 
spoil prior to public distribution. 
 
Did you know…approximately two hundred viewers “tune in” each week through 
our internet streaming of the worship experience. We are reaching viewers as far 
as Texas, Florida, the Carolinas, Tennessee, Maine and now China!  Thanks to 
modern technology we are living out Jesus’ great commission to proclaim God’s 
Word near and far (see Matthew 28). 
 
All liturgical wording for our worship services comes from the national office 
of the ELCA (Evangelical Lutheran Church in America) and is the standard 
recommended Lutheran liturgy for all Lutheran congregations across the United 
States. 
 
Lunch & Learn Adult Bible Study will be offered again on March 16 in 
person or via ZOOM video link only from noon – 1:00pm. ..  Please contact 
Pastor Jack (jackspartan79@gmail.com) about the ZOOM link. 
 
Clothing Donations:  Please DO NOT drop off clothing at our church vestibule 
or lobby area.  Instead, please place all donated articles in the RED BIN in the 
rear parking lot of the church. Shoes, handbags, stuffed toys, and linens are 
accepted as well! For more information, contact Ellen Crane at 973-625-1353. 
 
Want to give electronically?  40% of our offerings now come in via electronic 
giving sources.  To learn more, simply go to our web page at 
www.rockawaylutheran.org and click on the “donate” button. . . then follow the 
simple instructions. Still not sure?  Please contact Donna Gulliksen at: 
Donna.Gulliksen@gmail.com or call her at 973-697-1895.  Regular offerings 
(with date and frequency of your choice) as well as one-time gifts can be 
established electronically.  All transactions are confidential. 

 
Looking Ahead 

 

Sun., Feb. 27 Musician – Barbara Selland 

Wed., March 2 Ash Wednesday worship – noon 

Fri., Apr. 15          Community Good Friday service – noon; United Methodist  
  Church of the Rockaways, Hoagland Ave  
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