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+ INDICATES THE CONGREGATION STANDS AS YOU ARE ABLE 

 
WELCOME  
 
CHILDREN’S SERMON  
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as 
the presiding minister begins. 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, 

whose steadfast love endures forever. 
C: Amen. 
 

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one 
another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

P: Merciful God, 
C: we confess that we have not followed your path 

but have chosen our own way. 
Instead of putting others before ourselves, 
we long to take the best seats at the table. 
When met by those in need, 
we have too often passed by on the other side. 
Set us again on the path of life. 
Save us from ourselves 
and free us to love our neighbors. 
Amen. 

 
P: Hear the good news! 

God does not deal with us according to our sins 
but delights in granting pardon and mercy. 

In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. 

You are free to love as God loves. 
C: Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



+HYMN        Now Thank We All Our God   #534 

1 Now thank we all our God 
 with hearts and hands and voices, 
 who wondrous things has done, 
 in whom his world rejoices; 
 who, from our mothers’ arms, 
 has blest us on our way 
 with countless gifts of love, 
 and still is ours today. 
 
2 Oh, may this bounteous God 
 through all our life be near us, 
 with ever joyful hearts 
 and blessed peace to cheer us, 
 and keep us in his grace, 
 and guide us when perplexed, 
 and free us from all harm 
 in this world and the next. 
 
SALUTATION   
 
 P: The Lord be with you. 
 C: And also with you. 
 
+ PRAYER OF THE DAY  
 
P: Benevolent God, you are the source, the guide, and the goal of 

our lives. Teach us to love what is worth loving, to reject what is 
offensive to you, and to treasure what is precious in your sight, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SHARING OF THE ASSIGNED SCRIPTURE READINGS 
 
Colossians 3:1-11 
 
Life in Christ includes a radical reorientation of our values. Just as the 
newly baptized shed their old clothes and put on new garments, so 
Christians are called to let go of greed and take hold of a life shaped by 
God’s love in Christ. 
 

1So if you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, 
where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2Set your minds on 
things that are above, not on things that are on earth, 3for you have died, 
and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4When Christ who is your life is 
revealed, then you also will be revealed with him in glory. 
 5Put to death, therefore, whatever in you is earthly: fornication, 
impurity, passion, evil desire, and greed (which is idolatry). 6On account 
of these the wrath of God is coming on those who are 
disobedient. 7These are the ways you also once followed, when you 
were living that life. 8But now you must get rid of all such things—anger, 
wrath, malice, slander, and abusive language from your mouth. 9Do not 
lie to one another, seeing that you have stripped off the old self with its 
practices 10and have clothed yourselves with the new self, which is being 
renewed in knowledge according to the image of its creator. 11In that 
renewal there is no longer Greek and Jew, circumcised and 
uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave and free; but Christ is all and 
in all! 
 
Luke 12:13-21 
 
In God’s reign, the “rich will be sent away empty.” Jesus uses a parable 
to warn against identifying the worth of one’s life with the value of one’s 
possessions rather than one’s relationship with God. 
 

13Someone in the crowd said to [Jesus,] “Teacher, tell my brother to 
divide the family inheritance with me.” 14But he said to him, “Friend, who 
set me to be a judge or arbitrator over you?” 15And he said to them, 
“Take care! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; for one’s life 
does not consist in the abundance of possessions.” 16Then he told them 
a parable: “The land of a rich man produced abundantly. 17And he 
thought to himself, ‘What should I do, for I have no place to store my 
crops?’ 18Then he said, ‘I will do this: I will pull down my barns and build 
larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. 19And I will 
say to my soul, Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; 
relax, eat, drink, be merry.’ 20But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very 
night your life is being demanded of you. And the things you have 
prepared, whose will they be?’ 21So it is with those who store up 
treasures for themselves but are not rich toward God.” 
 
SERMON            



HYMN OF THE DAY       Leaning of the Everlasting Arms 

What a fellowship, what a joy divine, 
Leaning on the everlasting arms; 
What a blessedness, what a peace is mine, 
Leaning on the everlasting arms. 
 
Refrain 

Leaning, leaning, 
Safe and secure from all alarms; 
Leaning, leaning, 
Leaning on the everlasting arms. 

 
Oh, how sweet to walk in this pilgrim way, 
Leaning on the everlasting arms; 
Oh, how bright the path grows from day to day, 
Leaning on the everlasting arms.  Refrain 
 
What have I to dread, what have I to fear, 
Leaning on the everlasting arms; 
I have blessed peace with my Lord so near, 
Leaning on the everlasting arms.  Refrain 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



+THE APOSTLES’ CREED  
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the 
dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy Christian church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



+THE PRAYERS                                  (See “Celebrate” bulletin insert) 
 
P: Trusting in God’s extraordinary love, let us come near to the Holy 

One in prayer. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

P: O God, you are wholeness. Where there is division in your 
church, bring reconciliation and healing. Guide the work of 
theologians, Sunday school teachers, seminary professors, and 
all who provide instruction for the building up of your church. 
Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 
 
P: O God, you are the source of all life. Where creation cries out in 

distress, bring relief and renewal. Bless farmers, ranchers, 
distributors, and all who provide our food. Nourish the land and 
all its habitants. Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 
 
P: O God, you are wisdom. Where nations and communities yearn 

for peace, bring justice. Strengthen those who toil for the welfare 
of others, especially military personnel, police, first responders, 
and activists, and for the healing of the nations. Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 
 
P: O God, you are life. Where your people are overwhelmed with 

the busy-ness of life, bring encouragement. Accompany all who 
experience emotional, mental, or physical distress (especially). 
Renew us at your table of mercy. Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 
 
P: O God, you are our treasure. Where scarcity and anxiety 

pervade your church, bring abundance and vitality. Guide the 
work of church councils and committees and give them clarity for 
the work of ministry in this place (specific ministries may be 
named). Merciful God, 

C:  receive our prayer. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 
P: O God, you are resurrection. We give you thanks for all your 

saints (especially). Inspire us by their example of faithful living to 
set our minds on things above and to be rich in love toward you. 
Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 
 
P: Receive the prayers of your children, merciful God, and hold us 

forever in your steadfast love; through Jesus Christ, our holy 
Wisdom. 

C: Amen. 



+ EXCHANGE OF PEACE:  
 
P:    The peace of the Lord be with you always 
C:    And also with you 

(Please wave to your nearest worship neighbors) 
 
OFFERING & OFFERING PRAYER   
 

P: God of abundance: 
you have set before us a plentiful harvest. 
As we feast on your goodness, 
strengthen us to labor in your field, 
and equip us to bear fruit for the good of all, 
in the name of Jesus. 

C: Amen. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
 Our Father in heaven, 

 hallowed be your name, 
 your kingdom come, 
 your will be done, 
 on earth as in heaven. 
 

 Give us today our daily bread. 
 Forgive us our sins 

 as we forgive those 
 who sin against us. 

  
    Save us from the time of trial 
    and deliver us from evil. 
    For the kingdom, the power, 
    and the glory are yours, 
    now and forever. Amen. 

 
+ BENEDICTION  
 
P: The God of peace, 

Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

bless you, comfort you, 
and show you the path of life 
this day and always. 

C: Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



+ SENDING HYMN We Give Thee but Thine Own  #410 
 
1 We give thee but thine own, 
 whate’er the gift may be; 
 all that we have is thine alone, 
 a trust, O Lord, from thee. 
 
2 May we thy bounties thus 
 as stewards true receive, 
 and gladly, as thou blessest us, 
 to thee our firstfruits give. 
 
6 And we believe thy word, 
 though dim our faith may be: 
 whate’er we do for thine, O Lord, 
 we do it unto thee. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
+THE DISMISSAL 
 
P; Go in peace. Love your neighbor. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Weekly Announcements 
 

Serving Today: 

 
Lector:  Marga Conn    Video:  Don Gulliksen    Usher:   Carol Schutz 

Communion Assistant:   Matt Maitilasso      Altar Guild:  Nancy Ambjor 
CPIC:  Carol Schutz 

 
Serving Next Week (8/7) 

Lector:  Carol Schutz   Video:  Don Gulliksen   Usher:   Shannon Leifken 
Communion Assistant:   Shannon Leifken      Altar Guild:  Erin Osterhout 

CPIC:  Shannon Leifken 
 

This Sunday we welcome Catherine Flynn as our guest musician today.  
Thank you for blessing us! 
 
Special Thanks to Jay Decker who is presiding and preaching while Pastor 
Jack is away on vacation.  We are blessed by his leadership. 
 
Pastor Jack will be away on vacation until 8/2.  During that time, pastoral care 
concerns should be directed to The Rev. Fred Becker, who can be reached at 
973-366-2821. 
 
After a considerable break due to the Covid pandemic we will once again 
pass around offering plates during the worship experience.  If you already give 
electronically, then simply pass the plate to your nearest worshipping neighbor at 
the time of the Sunday collection.  
 
Our Annual Community Fall Festival and Car Show is Coming Soon! Mark 
your calendars for Saturday, September 24.  Volunteers are greatly needed and 
appreciated. Please contact Matt Maitilasso at 973-876-0973 or email him at: 
lawnpridenj@yahoo.com. 
 
Next Fall Festival Planning Meeting is slated for Monday, August 1 at 
7:00pm in the choir room.  Please attend.  Many hands make light work! 
 
Sponsors are being sought for our annual Fall Festival.  If you or your 
business would like to be a sponsor, simply contact Matt Maitilasso at 973-876-
0973 or email him at: lawnpridenj@yahoo.com. 
 
Communion Note:  Did you know that the communion trays are configured in a 
certain way?  Cups containing grape juice are in the center of the tray, and cups 
containing wine are near the edges of each serving tray.  
 
Offering envelopes are now available on the table in the back of the 
sanctuary.    Please feel free to take some of the preprinted envelopes from the 
back and write your name in the space provided. 
 
Lectors (readers on Sunday mornings) are needed and appreciated.  Read 
the assigned Scripture for the day!  Sign up sheets are located in the rear of the 
sanctuary, or ask Pastor Jack for details:  jackspartan79@gmail.com. 
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Opportunities to provide humanitarian aid to refugees from the Ukraine.  
Send your contributions to Lutheran Disaster Response You can donate on the 
web by visiting ELCA.org and then clicking “Eastern Europe Crisis Response” or 
you can mail checks to: 

Lutheran Disaster Response 
P.O. Box 1809 
Merrifield, VA 22116-8009 
(Write "Eastern Europe Crisis Response" on your check memo line.) 

 
RISE UP is collecting toiletries to aid our locals.  Did you know that food 
stamps do not cover basic toiletry items like soap and shampoo?  Please donate 
items in the special bin located in our church vestibule. For more information, 
contact Angela Bloshuk at 973-476-0101 or email her at: 
riseupangela@gmail.com 
 
Lunch & Learn Adult Bible Study will be offered again on  August 3rd - in 
person or via ZOOM video link only from noon – 1:00pm. Please contact Pastor 
Jack (jackspartan79@gmail.com) about the ZOOM link. 
 
Clothing Donations:  Please DO NOT drop off clothing at our church vestibule 
or lobby area.  Instead, please place all donated articles in the RED BIN in the 
rear parking lot of the church. Shoes, handbags, stuffed toys, and linens are 
accepted as well! Please save winter coats for our fall coat drive. 
 
Food Collections.  Please note: Please donate only NON-PERISHABLE food 
items.  Do not drop off milk, bread, or various dairy products as these items may 
spoil prior to public distribution. 
 
Want to give electronically?  40% of our offerings now come in via electronic 
giving sources.  To learn more, simply go to our web page at 
www.rockawaylutheran.org and click on the “donate” button. . . then follow the 
simple instructions. Still not sure?  Please contact Donna Gulliksen at: 
Donna.Gulliksen@gmail.com or call her at 973-697-1895.  Regular offerings 
(with date and frequency of your choice) as well as one-time gifts can be 
established electronically.  All transactions are confidential. 
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