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+ INDICATES THE CONGREGATION STANDS AS YOU ARE ABLE 

 
WELCOME FROM PASTOR JACK 
 
+ CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

P: Blessed be the Holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who creates, redeems, and sustains us and all of creation. 
C: Amen. 
 
P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one 

another. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

P: Faithful God, 
C: have mercy on us. 

We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free 
ourselves. 
We turn from your loving embrace and go our own ways. 
We pass judgment on one another before examining 
ourselves. 
We place our own needs before those of our neighbors. 
We keep your gift of salvation to ourselves. 
Make us humble, cast away our transgressions, and turn us 
again to life in you through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. Amen. 

 
P: God hears the cries of all who call out in need, and through his 

death and resurrection, Christ has made us his own. Hear the 
truth that God proclaims: Your sins are forgiven in the name 

of ☩ Jesus Christ. Led by the Holy Spirit, live in freedom and 

newness to do God’s work in the world. 
Amen. 

 
+HYMN            A Mighty Fortress Is Our God  
 
1 A mighty fortress is our God, 
 a sword and shield victorious; 
 he breaks the cruel oppressor's rod 
 and wins salvation glorious. 
 The old satanic foe 
 has sworn to work us woe! 
 With craft and dreadful might  
 he arms himself to fight. 
 On earth he has no equal. 
 
2 No strength of ours can match his might! 
 We would be lost, rejected. 
 But now a champion comes to fight, 



 whom God himself elected. 
 You ask who this may be? 
 The Lord of hosts is he! 
 Christ Jesus, mighty Lord, 
 God's only Son, adored. 
 He holds the field victorious. 
 
SALUTATION   
 P: The Lord be with you. 
 C: And also with you. 
 
+ PRAYER OF THE DAY 
  

Gracious Father, we pray for your holy catholic church. Fill it with 
all truth and peace. Where it is corrupt, purify it; where it is in 
error, direct it; where in anything it is amiss, reform it; where it is 
right, strengthen it; where it is in need, provide for it; where it is 
divided, reunite it; for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, our 
Savior, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

 
SHARING OF THE ASSIGNED SCRIPTURE READINGS 
 
Romans 3:19-28 
 
Paul’s words stand at the heart of the preaching of Martin Luther and 
other Reformation leaders. No human beings make themselves right with 
God through works of the law. We are brought into a right relationship 
with God through the divine activity centered in Christ’s death. This act is 
a gift of grace that liberates us from sin and empowers our faith in Jesus 
Christ. 
 

19Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are 
under the law, so that every mouth may be silenced, and the whole world 
may be held accountable to God. 20For “no human being will be justified 
in his sight” by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the law comes 
the knowledge of sin. 
 
  21But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been 
disclosed, and is attested by the law and the prophets, 22the 
righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. 
For there is no distinction, 23since all have sinned and fall short of the 
glory of God; 24they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the 
redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25whom God put forward as a sacrifice 
of atonement by his blood, effective through faith. He did this to show his 
righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over 
the sins previously committed; 26it was to prove at the present time that 
he himself is righteous and that he justifies the one who has faith in 



Jesus. 
  27Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By 
that of works? No, but by the law of faith. 28For we hold that a person is 
justified by faith apart from works prescribed by the law. 
 
John 8:31-36 
 
Jesus speaks of truth and freedom as spiritual realities known through 
his word. He reveals the truth that sets people free from sin. 
 

31Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my 
word, you are truly my disciples; 32and you will know the truth, and the 
truth will make you free.” 33They answered him, “We are descendants of 
Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by 
saying, ‘You will be made free’?” 
  34Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits 
sin is a slave to sin. 35The slave does not have a permanent place in the 
household; the son has a place there forever. 36So if the Son makes you 
free, you will be free indeed.” 
 
SERMON    
 
QUIET TIME FOR REFLECTION & PRAYER   
  
HYMN OF THE DAY♫        The Church's One Foundation 
 
1 The church's one foundation 
 is Jesus Christ, her Lord; 
 she is his new creation 
 by water and the word. 
 From heav'n he came and sought her 
 to be his holy bride; 
 with his own blood he bought her, 
 and for her life he died. 
 
2 Elect from ev'ry nation, 
 yet one o'er all the earth, 
 her charter of salvation 
 one Lord, one faith, one birth: 
 one holy name she blesses, 
 partakes one holy food, 
 and to one hope she presses, 
 with ev'ry grace endued. 

 
+THE APOSTLES CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 



who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the 
dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy Christian church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

  
+ EXCHANGE OF PEACE: 
 
P:   The peace of the Lord be with you always 
C:   And also with you 

(Please wave to your nearest worship neighbors) 
 
OFFERING PRAYER   
 
(Offering baskets will not be passed around.  At the conclusion of the 
service, please place your offering in designated baskets in the rear of 
the sanctuary.) 
 
P:  Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. You have set 

before us these gifts of your good creation. Prepare us for your 
heavenly banquet, nourish us with this rich food and drink, and 
send us forth to set tables in the midst of a suffering world, 
through the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

P: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them to the Lord. 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

 WORDS OF INSTITUTION   “In the night in which he was betrayed…” 
 
 
 



 THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
 Our Father in heaven, 

 hallowed be your name, 
 your kingdom come, 
 your will be done, 
 on earth as in heaven. 
 

 Give us today our daily bread. 
 Forgive us our sins 

 as we forgive those 
 who sin against us. 
 

  
Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

 
 DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 
(At the invitation of the pastor, please open your communion kit and 
consume the host and grape juice) 
 
+ POST COMMUNION PRAYER   
 
 P: We give you thanks, gracious God, that you have once again fed 

us with food beyond compare, the body and blood of Christ. 
Lead us from this place, nourished and forgiven, into your 
beloved vineyard to wipe away the tears of all who hunger and 
thirst, guided by the example of the same Jesus Christ and led 
by the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

 C: Amen. 
 
+ BENEDICTION  

 
+ SENDING  O Jesus, I Have Promised 
 
1 O Jesus, I have promised 
 to serve you to the end; 
 remain forever near me, 
 my master and my friend. 
 I shall not fear the battle 
 if you are by my side, 
 nor wander from the pathway 
 if you will be my guide. 
 
 
 



2 Oh, let me feel you near me; 
 the world is ever near. 
 I see the sights that dazzle, 
 the tempting sounds I hear. 
 My foes are ever near me, 
 around me and within; 
 but, Jesus, then draw nearer 
 to shield my soul from sin. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
DISMISSAL 

P: Go in peace. Remember the poor. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
 
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Weekly Announcements 
 

Lector:  Shannon Leifken   Music Director:  Chad Flynn   Video:  Don Gulliksen 

 
Save the Date! Mark your calendar for our Congregation Meeting, 
scheduled for Sunday, 11/15 immediately following our worship 
service.  The meeting will be offered for in-person attendees as well as 
for those desiring to join us via ZOOM conference.  All ZOOM attendees 
will have full voice and vote privileges.  As with any other congregation 
meeting, one must be a confirmed, rostered member to cast a vote, and 
no proxy votes will be permitted. The chief substance of the meeting will 
be the adoption of the proposed 2021 budget. 
 
Thank you to all who participated in yard sale, especially the ladies 
that worked so hard to make it a success! 
 
The WELCA Annual Christmas Bazaar has been cancelled for this 
year due to the COVID pandemic.  Please  (a) do not drop off donated 
items to the church to be sold at a later date and (b)  please consider 
making a generous financial donation to WELCA in lieu of the bazaar, so 
that WELCA's beautiful ministries to the community may continue to be 
financially supported. Thank you for your generosity and prayerful 
support. 
 
Thank you to Girl Scout Troop 5125 for beautifying the walkway 
between KDM School and the Holy Trinity parsonage.  They added 
colorful stones to line the pathway and a fresh layer of 
mulch.  Participants were:  Emily Shields (a member of our 
congregation), Sophia Vandermark, Bella Krepps, and Caitlin 
Sipple.  Their advisor was Mrs. Michele Vandermark.  Great job girls! 
 
Coat Drive  We will be collecting washable, used men, women’s and 
children’s coats now through October 25th.  If you have any questions, 
please contact Ellen Crane. 
 
Lunch & Learn Adult Bible Study will be held on November 4th.  Join 
us at noon...bring a bag lunch.  Physical distancing and facial coverings 
will be mandatory. For those unable or uncomfortable attending in 
person, the Bible study will be live streamed through the ZOOM 
format.  Please contact Pastor Jack about the ZOOM link. 
 
“NOBODY LIKES COLD FEET” – We are collecting new men and women’s 

socks for the homeless.  All socks must be received by October 25th.  Please 

place new socks in the box in the rear of the sanctuary. 

Readers are needed for Sunday mornings.  Please consider signing up 
to read on Sunday mornings.  The readings will be sent to you before 
Sunday so you will have plenty time to read over.  It’s an easy way to 
serve the church.  Your help is much appreciated. 



  
 
 
Thank you for all your generous financial support to the ministries 
of Holy Trinity, especially during our COVID-19 building shut 
down.  The ministries continued, even when our building was closed, 
thanks to your gifts. 
  
Want to give electronically?  40% of our offerings now come in via 
electronic giving sources.  To learn more, simply go to our web page at 
www.rockawaylutheran.org and click on the “donate” button. . . then 
follow the simple instructions. Still not sure?  Please contact Donna 
Gulliksen at: Donna.Gulliksen@gmail.com or call her at 973-697-1895.  
Regular offerings (with date and frequency of your choice) as well as 
one-time gifts can be established electronically.  All transactions are 
confidential. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.rockawaylutheran.org/
mailto:Donna.Gulliksen@gmail.com


Eight-Part Sermon Series 

 

 

 

 

 

“Heavenly Reflections” 

Join Pastor Jack as he explores the assigned ELCA Scripture 

texts which outline the Biblical concepts of Heaven, The 

Second Coming of Christ, Judgment Day, and our call to serve 

the Lord in anticipation of the end-times.  Each sermon will 

be presented in the form of a question. 

11/1 –  “What is Heavenly Paradise?” 

11/8 -  “Now…or Later?” 

11/15 -  “What Should We DO?” 

11/22- “What About Judgment Day?” 

11/29- “How Can WE Remain Strong?” 

12/6-  “What’s He Waiting For?” 

12/13-  “HOW Can We Be Faithful?” 

12/20-  “What Does It All Mean for Us?” 


