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+ INDICATES THE CONGREGATION STANDS AS YOU ARE ABLE 

 
WELCOME FROM PASTOR JACK 
 
CHILDREN’S SERMON 
 
+THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the 
presiding minister begins. 

P: Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
C: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 
BAPTISMAL REMEMBRANCE 
 
P: Just as God’s work of creation never ends, 

so the gifts received in baptism are renewed every day. 
Let us give thanks together for the life given in baptism. 
 

We give you thanks, O God, for the waters of life: 
for water to bathe in, water to drink, 
for waters to play in and waters that inspire wonder, 
for water that gives life to our planet. 

C: We give you thanks, O God, for the waters of life. 
 

P: We give you thanks, O God, for the waters of this place: 
for water from our tap, for rain and snow. 

C: We give you thanks, O God, for the waters of this place. 
 

P: We give you thanks for your salvation through water: 
for delivering Noah and his family through the floodwaters, 
for leading your people Israel through the sea into freedom, 
for preserving your prophet Elijah through the time of drought, 
for guiding your people across the Jordan into a new land, 
for quenching the Samaritan woman’s thirst with living water. 

C: We give you thanks for your salvation through water. 
 

P: We give you thanks for the life of all the baptized, 
and for all who gather here; 
for godparents and baptismal sponsors, 
for children and grandchildren, 
[for those newly baptized at the Easter Vigil/in this holy season;] 
for our brothers and sisters in Christ 
whom we have never seen but to whom we are bound. 

C: We give you thanks for the life of all the baptized. 
 

P: We give you thanks for life in Christ through your Holy Spirit: 
for our entry into Jesus’ death through these waters, 
for our new birth into a life of freedom and service, 
for our calling to be your people, sent out for the life of the world. 

C: We give you thanks, blessed and holy Trinity, now and  
forever. Amen. 



+HYMN          Love Divine, All Loves Excelling 
 
1 Love divine, all loves excelling, 
 Joy of heav’n, to earth come down! 
 Fix in us thy humble dwelling, 
 all thy faithful mercies crown. 
 Jesus, thou art all compassion, 
 pure, unbounded love thou art; 
 visit us with thy salvation, 
 enter ev’ry trembling heart. 
 
2 Breathe, oh, breathe thy loving Spirit 
 into ev’ry troubled breast; 
 let us all in thee inherit; 
 let us find thy promised rest. 
 Take away the love of sinning; 
 Alpha and Omega be; 
 end of faith, as its beginning, 
 set our hearts at liberty. 
 
SALUTATION   
 
 P: The Lord be with you. 
 C: And also with you. 
 
+ PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
O God, you have prepared for those who love you joys beyond 
understanding. Pour into our hearts such love for you that, loving you 
above all things, we may obtain your promises, which exceed all we can 
desire; through Jesus Christ, your Son and our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SHARING OF THE ASSIGNED SCRIPTURE READINGS 
 
1 John 5:1-6 
 
God’s children believe that Jesus is the Messiah and love God by 
keeping God’s commandments. Thus the world is conquered not through 
military might but through love and faith. 
 

1Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, 
and everyone who loves the parent loves the child. 2By this we know that 
we love the children of God, when we love God and obey his 
commandments. 3For the love of God is this, that we obey his 
commandments. And his commandments are not burdensome, 4for 
whatever is born of God conquers the world. And this is the victory that 
conquers the world, our faith. 5Who is it that conquers the world but the 
one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God? 
 
  6This is the one who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ, not with 
the water only but with the water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one 
that testifies, for the Spirit is the truth. 
 
John 15:9-17 
 
On the night of his arrest, Jesus delivers a final testimony to his disciples 
to help them in the days ahead. Here, he repeats the most important of 
all his commands, that they love one another. 
 
[Jesus said:] 9“As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in 
my love. 10If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just 
as I have kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his love. 11I 
have said these things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that your 
joy may be complete. 
  12“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have 
loved you. 13No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for 
one’s friends. 14You are my friends if you do what I command you. 15I do 
not call you servants any longer, because the servant does not know 
what the master is doing; but I have called you friends, because I have 
made known to you everything that I have heard from my Father. 16You 
did not choose me but I chose you. And I appointed you to go and bear 
fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you whatever you ask 
him in my name. 17I am giving you these commands so that you may 
love one another.” 
 
SERMON           "Abide in Love" 
    Part Five of a Seven-Part Sermon Series 

 "Delicate Relationships" 
 
QUIET TIME FOR REFLECTION & PRAYER   
 



 HYMN OF THE DAY       One There Is, Above All Others 
 
1 One there is, above all others, 
 well deserves the name of friend; 
 his is love beyond a brother’s, 
 costly, free, and knows no end; 
 they who once his kindness prove 
 find it everlasting love. 
 
2 Which of all our friends, to save us, 
 could or would have shed his blood? 
 But this Savior died to have us 
 reconciled in him to God; 
 this was boundless love indeed; 
 Jesus is the friend we need. 
 
+THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the 
dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy Christian church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
+ EXCHANGE OF PEACE: 
 
P:    The peace of the Lord be with you always 
C:    And also with you 

(Please wave to your nearest worship neighbors) 
 

 
 
 
 
 



OFFERING PRAYER   
 
(Offering baskets will not be passed around.  At the conclusion of the 
service, please place your offering in designated baskets in the rear of 
the sanctuary.) 
 
P: Be known to us, O Lord, in the breaking of the bread, 

as you were made known to the disciples. 
Receive these gifts, and the offering of our lives, 
that we may be your risen body in the world. 

C: Amen. 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION   “In the night in which he was betrayed…” 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
 Our Father in heaven, 

 hallowed be your name, 
 your kingdom come, 
 your will be done, 
 on earth as in heaven. 
 

 Give us today our daily bread. 
 Forgive us our sins 

 as we forgive those 
 who sin against us. 

  
    Save us from the time of trial 
    and deliver us from evil. 
    For the kingdom, the power, 
    and the glory are yours, 
    now and forever. Amen. 

 
 DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 
(At the invitation of the pastor, please open your communion kit and 
consume the host and grape juice) 
 
 
 
 



+ POST COMMUNION PRAYER   
 
P: Life-giving God, 

in the mystery of Christ’s death and resurrection 
you send light to conquer darkness, 
water to give new life, 
and the bread of heaven to nourish your people. 
Send us forth as witnesses to Jesus’ resurrection 
that we may show your glory to all the world; 
through the same Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 

C: Amen. 
 
+ BENEDICTION  
 
P: May God who has brought us from death to life 

fill you with great joy. 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

bless you now and forever. 
C: Amen. 
 
+ SENDING HYMN O Master, Let Me Walk with You 
 
1 O Master, let me walk with you 
 in lowly paths of service true; 
 tell me your secret; help me bear 
 the strain of toil, the fret of care. 
 
2 Help me the slow of heart to move 
 by some clear, winning word of love; 
 teach me the wayward feet to stay, 
 and guide them in the homeward way. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
+THE DISMISSAL 
 
P; Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
C: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
P: You are the body of Christ raised up for the world. 

Go in peace. Share the good news. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
P: Go in peace. The Spirit sends us forth to serve. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Weekly Announcements 
 

Lector: Al Buechler   Music Director: Chad Flynn   Video:  Don Gulliksen 

 
Happy Mother’s Day to our moms, stepmoms, grandmoms, and 
those moms watching us from heaven. 
 
 A Very Blessed Easter season to you and to your loved ones!  Easter 
is a seven-week season, not just one day.  
 
Yard Sale Coming to Holy Trinity on Saturday, May 22.  Our women’s 
group (WELCA) is presenting a yard sale on our church grounds, to 
coincide with the Telemark community yard sales that day.  Volunteers 
are needed and appreciated.  For more information, contact Marga Conn 
at 475-330-4128 or email her at tantemarga@outlook.com. 
 
WELCA, Women of the Church, will meet this coming Tuesday, May 
11, at 6:00 p.m. at the Church!  All women of the Church are welcome - 
please note time change of the meeting.  Any questions, please call 
Gerda Lindstrom (973-625-0610) or Marga Conn (475-330-
4128).  Looking forward to seeing you! 
 
Did you notice that we are planting a community vegetable garden 
behind the church?  The “harvest” to be donated to our local 
impoverished.  For more info on volunteering/supporting this effort, 
please contact Shannon Leifken at:  shannonleifken@gmail.com or call 
973-570-2136. 
 
Flowers are needed for planting in the gardens around Holy Trinity.  
The Landscape Committee are looking for donations of impatiens and 
red geraniums. If you would like to donate, please bring to church.  For 
more information contact Ellen Crane at 973-625-1353.  Special thanks 
to those who donated and planted the first batch of flowers last Sunday! 
 
Fall Festival is Coming!  Mark your calendars to participate in our 
annual community Fall Festival, September 25 from noon to 5pm (rain 
date 9/26, 1:00-6:00). Food, vendors, car show, live band, and 
more!  For more information, contact Matt Maitilasso at 973-876-0973 or 
email at lawnpridenj@yahoo.com .  Business sponsors and vendors are 
being recruited now! CDC guidelines will be followed, especially for 
masking and physical distancing. 
 
YOUR Volunteer help is greatly needed for our upcoming Fall 
Festival.  Please attend our next planning meeting, slated for Monday, 
May 17 at 7:00pm in the choir room.  Many hands make light work!  For 
more information, contact Matt Maitilasso at 973-876-0973 or email 
at lawnpridenj@yahoo.com 
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Considering Membership at Holy Trinity?  Pastor Jack will offer brief 
new member/orientation classes after worship on June 6, 13, and 20.  
For more info contact Pastor at 908-887-1161 or email at 
jackspartan79@gmail.com . 
 
COVID Vaccinations for those 65 years old and older are available 
on a "fast track" basis.  Tired of waiting for an appointment?  Contact 
Grethe Zarnitz at 973-975-9524.  Vaccinations will be given at the 
Rockaway Mall location. 
 
Food Collections.  Please note:  Please donate only NON-
PERISHABLE food items.  Do not drop off milk, bread, or various dairy 
products as these items may spoil prior to public distribution. 
 
Did you know…approximately two hundred viewers “tune in” each week 
through our internet streaming of the worship experience. We are 
reaching viewers as far as Texas, Florida, the Carolinas, Tennessee, 
Maine and now China!  Thanks to modern technology we are living out 
Jesus’ great commission to proclaim God’s Word near and far (see 
Matthew 28). 
 
All liturgical wording for our worship services comes from the 
national office of the ELCA (Evangelical Lutheran Church in America) 
and is the standard recommended Lutheran liturgy for all Lutheran 
congregations across the United States. 
 
Lunch & Learn Adult Bible Study will be offered again on May 19. 
Join us at noon...bring a bag lunch.  Physical distancing and 
facial coverings will be mandatory. For those unable or uncomfortable 
attending in person, the Bible study will be live streamed through the 
ZOOM format.  Please contact Pastor Jack (jackspartan79@gmail.com) 
about the ZOOM link. 
 
Clothing Donations:  Please DO NOT drop off clothing at our church 
vestibule or lobby area.  Instead, please place all donated articles in the 
RED BIN in the rear parking lot of the church. Shoes, handbags, stuffed 
toys, and linens are accepted as well! For more information, contact 
Ellen Crane at 973-625-1353. 
 
Want to give electronically?  40% of our offerings now come in via 
electronic giving sources.  To learn more, simply go to our web page at 
www.rockawaylutheran.org and click on the “donate” button. . . then 
follow the simple instructions. Still not sure?  Please contact Donna 
Gulliksen at: Donna.Gulliksen@gmail.com or call her at 973-697-1895.  
Regular offerings (with date and frequency of your choice) as well as 
one-time gifts can be established electronically.  All transactions are 
confidential. 
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7 Part Sermon Series 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Delicate Relationships” 
 

Join Pastor Jack as he explores the fragile nature of relationships:  
at home, school, work, and your neighborhood.  Discover Biblical 
principles for healthy relationships based on the assigned 
Scripture readings for each Sunday. 
 
 

4/11  “Beware of Labeling” 
4/18  “Keeping the Peace” 
4/25  “Making Sacrifices” 
5/2  “United, We Stand” 
5/9  “Abide in Love” 
5/16  “Find Joy” 
5/23  “Center Yourselves in Prayer” 
 
All sermons delivered “in person” will also be archived on the Holy 
Trinity, Rockaway web site as well as on YouTube channels for 
Holy Trinity and for Shepherd of the Hills, Sparta.  
 
Tell your friends! 
 



Please Support Our Local Food Closet 

 

 

 

 

Soon we will enter the summer months when, 
historically, food and toiletry donations begin to 
decline. 

ITEMS URGENTLY NEEDED: 

                  FOOD                TOILETRIES 

    Peanut Butter   Shampoo 

    Tuna     Soap 

    Macaroni & Cheese   Toothpaste 

    Pasta    Toothbrushes 

    Sauce    Deodorant 

    Canned Fruit   Feminine Hygiene Products 

 
 

Please bring all donations to our church vestibule. 

Perishable items such as milk, eggs, and bread 

cannot be received at this time. 

 

 



“KIND SOLES” SHOE DRIVE! 

 

RiseUP Rockaway is collecting shoes of any 

type, in any condition! Drop off is at Holy Trinity 

Lutheran Church, located at 508 Green Pond Road in 

Rockaway, between May 1 and June 15. Arrangements 

can also be made to pick up large donations! For 

details, please contact riseuprockaway@gmail.com 

or go to riseupnj.org 

 


