
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

The Nativity of Our Lord 
December 24, 2020 

 

+ INDICATES CONGREGATION STANDS AS YOU ARE ABLE 
 
 PRELUDE     
   
+ OPENING HYMN♫ “Oh, Come, All Ye Faithful” 

 
Oh, come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant! 
Oh, come ye, oh, come ye to Bethlehem; Come and behold him 
born the king of angels: 
 
Refrain: 
Oh, come, let us adore him, oh, come, let us adore him, 
Oh, come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord! 
 
The highest, most holy, light of light eternal, 
Born of a virgin, a mortal he comes; Son of the Father now in flesh 
appearing! (Refrain) 

 
+ CHRISTMAS GREETING 
 
 P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 C:  And also with you. 
 P:  Jesus Christ is the Word from God who became flesh and blood 

and dwelt among us. 
 C:  God of beginning, God who sends life, God who names us 

your children, we have gathered here to worship you. 
  P:  May the grace and truth of Christ be with you. 
 C:    And also with you. 
 
+ PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

 P: Let us pray.   
  
C: Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the 

brightness of the true Light. Grant that here on earth we 
may walk in the light of Jesus' presence and in the last day 
wake to the brightness of his glory; through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 
CHILDREN’S SERMON 
 
 
 
 
 
       



 

 

 

FIRST READING  Isaiah 9:2, 6-7         
 

 2The people who walked in darkness 
  have seen a great light; 
  6For a child has been born for us, 
  a son given to us; 
     authority rests upon his shoulders; 
  and he is named 
    Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
  everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
   7His authority shall grow continually, 
  and there shall be endless peace 
    for the throne of David and his kingdom. 
  He will establish and uphold it 
    with justice and with righteousness 
  from this time onward and forevermore. 
    The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 

 
HYMN ♫         “O Little Town of Bethlehem” 

 
O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie! 
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by; 
Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting light. 
The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight. 
 
For Christ is born of Mary, and, gathered all above 
While mortals sleep, the angels keep their watch of wond’ring love. 
O morning stars, together proclaim the holy birth, 
And praises sing to God the king, and peace to all the earth! 
 
 SECOND READNG  Luke 2:1-7        
 

1In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that 
all the world should be registered. 2This was the first 
registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of 
Syria. 3All went to their own towns to be registered. 4Joseph 
also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the 
city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended 
from the house and family of David. 5He went to be registered 
with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a 
child. 6While they were there, the time came for her to deliver 
her child. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped 
him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there 
was no place for them in the inn.       

 

 
 
 
 



 

 

 

HYMN♫ “Away in a Manger”                                        
 

Away in a manger, no crib for his bed, 
The little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head; 
The stars in the sky looked down where he lay, 
The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 
 

The cattle are lowing; the poor baby wakes, 
But little Lord Jesus no crying he makes. 
I love you, Lord Jesus; look down from the sky 
And stay by my cradle till morning is nigh. 

 
CHRISTMAS HOMILY                                   Rev. Dr. Jack DiMatteo 
 

HYMN ♫       “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” 
 

Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn king; 
Peace on earth, and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled.” 
Joyful, all you nations, rise; join the triumph of the skies; 
With angelic hosts proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!” 
 
Refrain: 
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn king!” 
 
Hail the heav’n-born Prince of Peace!  Hail the son of righteousness! 
Light and life to all he brings, ris’n with healing in his wings. 
Mild he lays his glory by, born that we no more may die, 
Born to raise each child of earth, born to give us second birth.  (Refrain) 
 
OFFERING PRAYER   
 
(Offering baskets will not be passed around.  At the conclusion of the 
service, please place your offering in designated baskets in the rear of 
the sanctuary.) 
 
P: Gracious God, 
 you came to us as one unknown, 
 bringing joy and salvation to the earth. 
 Nourish us at your banquet table, 
 that with all who welcome your birth 
 we may proclaim your peace, 
 revealed in Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
 
C: Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

P: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them to the Lord. 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

 WORDS OF INSTITUTION   “In the night in which he was betrayed…” 
 
 LORD’S PRAYER 
 
 Our Father in heaven, 

 hallowed be your name, 
 your kingdom come, 
 your will be done, 
 on earth as in heaven. 
 

 Give us today our daily bread. 
 Forgive us our sins 

 as we forgive those 
 who sin against us. 

  
    Save us from the time of trial 
    and deliver us from evil. 
    For the kingdom, the power, 
    and the glory are yours, 
    now and forever. Amen. 

 
 DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 
(At the invitation of the pastor, please open your communion kit and 
consume the host and grape juice) 
 
+ POST COMMUNION PRAYER   
 
P: We give you thanks, gracious God, 
 that you have once again fed us from your very self 
 with the body and blood of Christ. 
 Through this mystery, send us forth 
 to proclaim your promise to a world in need, 
 through the same Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
 
C: Amen. 
  
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

+ CANDLELIGHT CEREMONY 
 

  P:   Glory to God in the highest, 
  C:  and peace to God’s people on earth. 
  P:   Blessed are you, Prince of Peace.  You rule the earth with truth 

and justice. 
  C:  Send your gift of peace to all nations of the world. 
  P:  Blessed are you, Son of Mary.  You share our humanity. 
  C:  Have mercy on those who are sick, dying, and all who suffer 

this night. 
  P:  Blessed are you, Son of God.  You dwell among us as the Word 

made flesh. 
  C:  Reveal yourself to us in word and sacrament that we may 

bear your light into all  the world. 

(Please turn on your candles at this time.) 

 
+ HYMN ♫  “Silent Night, Holy Night!” 
   
Silent night, holy night!  All is calm, all is bright 
Round yon virgin mother and child.  Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 
Sleep in heavenly peace, Sleep in heavenly peace. 
 
Silent night, holy night!  Shepherds quake at the sight; 
Glories stream from heaven afar, heav’nly hosts sing, Alleluia! 
Christ, the Savior is born! Christ, the Savior is born! 
 
Silent night, holy night!  Son of God, love’s pure light 
Radiant beams from your holy face, with the dawn of redeeming grace, 
Jesus, Lord, at your birth, Jesus, Lord, at your birth. 
         
   
+BLESSING        
          
P:  May you be filled with the wonder of Mary, the obedience of 

Joseph, the joy of the angels, the eagerness of the shepherds, 
the determination of the Magi, and the peace of the Christ child.   

  Almighty God, Father, Son †, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and 
forever. 

 C:  Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

+ CLOSING HYMN ♫     “Joy to the World!” 
 
Joy to the world, the Lord is come!  Let earth receive its King; 
Let ev’ry heart prepare him room and heav’n and nature sing… 
 
Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns!  Let all their songs employ, 
While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains repeat the sounding joy… 
 
Nor more let sin and sorrow grow, nor thorns infest the ground; 
He comes to make his blessings flow far as the curse is found… 
 
He rules the world with truth and grace and makes the nations prove 
The glories of his righteousness and wonders of his love… 
 
+THE DISMISSMAL 
 
P: Go in Peace.  Christ the Savior is Born! 
C: Thanks be to God 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 
Holy Trinity is pleased to welcome musician Chris 
Buechler to our Christmas Eve lineup in addition to our 
Music Director Chad Flynn. 
 
Enjoy these wonderful selections as part of our worship 
service:  
 
“He Shall Feed His Flock” 
“Rejoice Greatly, Of Daughter of Zion” 
“Dona Nobis Pacem”  
“What Child is This?”  
“O Little Town of Bethlehem”  
“Still, Still, Still”  
“Good Christian Friends Rejoice” 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

                     2021 

                     Poinsettias are given  . . . 

 

In memory of Inge Baadshaug from Ken Baadshaug. 

In memory of Ole Baadshaug from Ken Baadshaug. 

In memory of Ann Carlsen from Betty Carlson. 

In celebration of Marga Conn from Betty Carlsen. 

In memory of family past from Joan Cosgrove. 

In honor of my family present from Joan Cosgrove. 

In memory of the Crane, Kirkwood and Nelson families from the Crane Family. 

In memory of Mike and Betty DiMatteo from Pastor Jack DiMatteo. 

In honor of Jaki Castle Russo and from Pastor Jack DiMatteo. 

In memory of Nimai Ouha from Doris Dhar. 

In memory of Krishana Dhar from Doris Dhar. 

In memory of Ulf Reimer from Doris Dhar. 

In loving memory of my brother, Carl Larsson from Myrna Draghi. 

In loving memory of my niece, Kathleen Larsson from Myrna Draghi. 

In memory of Sven & Harriett Eike from the Eike, Benderoth and Halvorsen 

families. 

In memory of Aksel, Evelyn John Peter & Edward from the Eike, Benderoth and 

Halvorsen families. 

In celebration of Christmas from the Frankles. 

In loving memory of Carl Abrahamsen from Pamela Hon. 

In loving memory of Joseph, Frederick Jr., Jacqueline and Frederick Sr. Blume 

from Pamela Hon. 

In honor of our children and grandchildren with love from Peggy and Sam Hon. 

In memory of our parents, Tom, Berta, Ann, Kathryn and Samuel from Peggy 

and Sam Hon. 

In memory of Alan VanDien from Peggy and Sam Hon. 

In loving memory of Larry Karpack from Evelyn and the boys. 

In loving memory of John and Bobby Karpack from Mom and the boys. 

For the joy and pleasure of our 3 children, Vikki, Steven and Diann from Stan 

and Hessie Kjekstad. 

In loving memory of Alf & Esther Kjekstad from Stan and Hessie Kjekstad. 

In memory of Barbara Holling from Marilyn and Walter Lapham. 

In memory of Eleanor & John Lapham and Elsie & Otto Ehle from Marilyn and 

Walter Lapham. 

In memory of Jean Carsen from the Leifkens. 

In memory of Rob Willis from the Leifkens. 

In memory of our loved ones from the Leonard family. 

In honor of our family from George and Joyce Maul. 

In memory of our parents and grandparents from George and Joyce Maul. 

In memory of Buddy McLemore from Laura McLemore. 

In memory of Katie Schneider from Laura McLemore. 

In memory of Mike Oswart from Laura McLemore. 

 



 

 

 

In honor of our grandchildren, Giani, Maci, and Riley from Joe and Joanie 

O’Connor. 

In loving memory of Esther Egeland and Elaine Provost from Joe and Joanie 

O’Connor. 

In loving memory of Joseph O’Connor (“Pops”) and Chris O’Connor from Joe 

and Joanie O’Connor. 

In memory of Frank Burdynski from Colleen O’Dell. 

In memory of Clair Braun from Colleen O’Dell. 

In Celebration of Christmas Joy!  from Dr. Joanne Schaper 

In loving memory of family members with love from the Schapers, Zoellers, 

Brightlys, Stephanys, and Shahs and Dr. S  

In honor of Chad Flynn, Music Director and HTLC Choir from Dr. Joanne 

Schaper.    

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

 

Weekly Announcements 
 

Music Director:  Chad Flynn     Video:  Don Gulliksen 
 
Did you know the twelve days of Christmas actually begin on Christmas 
day?  That means Christmas is a season, not just one day.  A very joyous 
Christmas season to you and to your loved ones!  
 
Special thanks to our Music Director, Chad Flynn, our choir, and the guest 
vocalists from Jefferson Township High School for the wonderful Christmas 
cantata they offered on Dec. 19.  We were all blessed and inspired.  
 
Can You Donate a New or Lightly Used Twin Sized Blanket (60”X90”) to aid 
the homeless?  Simply drop off the blankets in an area designated for such at 
our glass enclosed vestibule.  For more info:  Contact Nisha Zoeller at:  
nishazoeller@gmail.com This is a Girl Scout Troop 6114 project. 
 
Coffee Hour help needed.  Many say we have the best post-worship coffee 
hours in Morris County!  But your help is needed.  Please consider donating 
refreshments, coffee, milk, sugar to help feed the multitude. Thank you!  
 
Volunteers are needed to count the offering after church on Sunday 
mornings.  If you have any questions or would like to volunteer please contact 
Joan Cosgrove at (973-691-1705) or speak to her in church.  No experience 
necessary! 
 
Lectors (readers on Sunday mornings) are needed and appreciated.  Read 
the assigned Scripture for the day!  Sign up sheets are located in the rear of the 
sanctuary, or ask Pastor Jack for details:  jackspartan79@gmail.com 
 
Food Collections.  Please note: Please donate only NON-PERISHABLE food 
items.  Do not drop off milk, bread, or various dairy products as these items may 
spoil prior to public distribution. 
 
Did you know…approximately two hundred viewers “tune in” each week through 
our internet streaming of the worship experience. We are reaching viewers as far 
as Texas, Florida, the Carolinas, Tennessee, Maine and now China!  Thanks to 
modern technology we are living out Jesus’ great commission to proclaim God’s 
Word near and far (see Matthew 28). 
 
All liturgical wording for our worship services comes from the national office 
of the ELCA (Evangelical Lutheran Church in America) and is the standard 
recommended Lutheran liturgy for all Lutheran congregations across the United 
States. 
 
Lunch & Learn Adult Bible Study will be offered again January 5. This 
popular series meets on the first and third Wednesdays of each month in the 
choir room. Join us at noon...bring a bag lunch.  Physical distancing and 
facial coverings will be mandatory. For those unable or uncomfortable attending 
in person, the Bible study will be live streamed through the ZOOM format.  
Please contact Pastor Jack (jackspartan79@gmail.com) about the ZOOM link. 
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Clothing Donations:  Please DO NOT drop off clothing at our church vestibule 
or lobby area.  Instead, please place all donated articles in the RED BIN in the 
rear parking lot of the church. Shoes, handbags, stuffed toys, and linens are 
accepted as well! For more information, contact Ellen Crane at 973-625-1353. 
 
Want to give electronically?  40% of our offerings now come in via electronic 
giving sources.  To learn more, simply go to our web page at 
www.rockawaylutheran.org and click on the “donate” button. . . then follow the 
simple instructions. Still not sure?  Please contact Donna Gulliksen at: 
Donna.Gulliksen@gmail.com or call her at 973-697-1895.  Regular offerings 
(with date and frequency of your choice) as well as one-time gifts can be 
established electronically.  All transactions are confidential. 
 

 
 

Upcoming Events 
 
Sunday, Dec. 26 – Worship at 11:00am.  No Sunday School 
 
Tues., Dec. 28 – Church Council – 7:00pm 
 
Wed., Jan. 5 – Lunch & Learn - noon 

 
 
 

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church 

508 Green Pond Road 

Rockaway, NJ 07866 
rockawaylutheran.org 

htlchurch@gmail.com 

973-625-0110 

 
Pastor:    Rev. Dr. Jack DiMatteo, jackspartan79@gmail.com 

Music Director:   Chad Flynn, bariflynn@yahoo.com  

Council President:    Joan Cosgrove, kikkired@verizon.net 

Sunday School Director:     Erin Osterhout, eosterhout@optonline.net   

Women’s Group President:     Marga Conn, tantemarga@outlook.com   

 

Office Hours:  Monday thru Thursday 9:00am – Noon 
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