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+ INDICATES THE CONGREGATION STANDS AS YOU ARE ABLE 

 
WELCOME FROM PASTOR JACK 
 
CHILDREN’S SERMON 
 
CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS 
 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, 

the God of manna, 
the God of miracles, 
the God of mercy. 

C: Amen. 
 
P: Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, 

let us confess our sin. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
P: God, our provider, 
C: help us. 

It is hard to believe there is enough to share. 
We question your ways when they differ from the ways 
of the world in which we live. 
We turn to our own understanding 
rather than trusting in you. 
We take offense at your teachings and your ways. 
Turn us again to you. 
Where else can we turn? 
Share with us the words of eternal life 
and feed us for life in the world. 
Amen. 

 
P: Beloved people of God: 

in Jesus, the manna from heaven, 
you are fed and nourished. 
By Jesus, the worker of miracles, 
there is always more than enough. 

Through Jesus, ☩ the bread of life, 

you are shown God’s mercy: 
you are forgiven and loved into abundant life. 

C: Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



+HYMN          Lord Jesus Christ, We Humbly Pray 
 
1 Lord Jesus Christ, we humbly pray 
 that we may feast on thee today; 
 beneath these forms of bread and wine 
 enrich us with thy grace divine. 
 
2 The chastened peace of sin forgiv’n, 
 the filial joy of heirs of heav’n, 
 grant as we share this wondrous food, 
 thy body broken and thy blood. 

 
SALUTATION   
 
 P: The Lord be with you. 
 C: And also with you. 
 
+ PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
Gracious God, you have placed within the hearts of all your children a 
longing for your word and a hunger for your truth. Grant that we may 
know your Son to be the true bread of heaven and share this bread with 
all the world, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
SHARING OF THE ASSIGNED SCRIPTURE READINGS 
 
Ephesians 3:14-21 
 
We have been rooted and grounded in the love of Christ, which 
surpasses all human knowledge. Because Christ dwells in our hearts, 
our lives are continuously strengthened and empowered by the ongoing 
presence of the Spirit. 
 

14For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, 15from whom every 
family in heaven and on earth takes its name. 16I pray that, according to 
the riches of his glory, he may grant that you may be strengthened in 
your inner being with power through his Spirit, 17and that Christ may 
dwell in your hearts through faith, as you are being rooted and grounded 
in love. 18I pray that you may have the power to comprehend, with all the 
saints, what is the breadth and length and height and depth, 19and to 
know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, so that you may be 
filled with all the fullness of God. 
  20Now to him who by the power at work within us is able to accomplish 
abundantly far more than all we can ask or imagine, 21to him be glory in 
the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
 



John 6:1-21 
 
In John’s gospel, the miracles of Jesus are called “signs,” because they 
reveal the true character of God. As such, they remain within the mystery 
of God and cannot be brought under human control. 
 

1Jesus went to the other side of the Sea of Galilee, also called the Sea of 
Tiberias. 2A large crowd kept following him, because they saw the signs 
that he was doing for the sick. 3Jesus went up the mountain and sat 
down there with his disciples. 4Now the Passover, the festival of the 
Jews, was near. 5When he looked up and saw a large crowd coming 
toward him, Jesus said to Philip, “Where are we to buy bread for these 
people to eat?” 6He said this to test him, for he himself knew what he 
was going to do. 7Philip answered him, “Six months’ wages would not 
buy enough bread for each of them to get a little.” 8One of his disciples, 
Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, said to him, 9“There is a boy here who 
has five barley loaves and two fish. But what are they among so many 
people?” 10Jesus said, “Make the people sit down.” Now there was a 
great deal of grass in the place; so they sat down, about five thousand in 
all. 11Then Jesus took the loaves, and when he had given thanks, he 
distributed them to those who were seated; so also the fish, as much as 
they wanted. 12When they were satisfied, he told his disciples, “Gather 
up the fragments left over, so that nothing may be lost.” 13So they 
gathered them up, and from the fragments of the five barley loaves, left 
by those who had eaten, they filled twelve baskets. 14When the people 
saw the sign that he had done, they began to say, “This is indeed the 
prophet who is to come into the world.” 
  15When Jesus realized that they were about to come and take him by 
force to make him king, he withdrew again to the mountain by himself. 
 
  16When evening came, his disciples went down to the sea, 17got into a 
boat, and started across the sea to Capernaum. It was now dark, and 
Jesus had not yet come to them. 18The sea became rough because a 
strong wind was blowing. 19When they had rowed about three or four 
miles, they saw Jesus walking on the sea and coming near the boat, and 
they were terrified. 20But he said to them, “It is I; do not be afraid.” 21Then 
they wanted to take him into the boat, and immediately the boat reached 
the land toward which they were going. 
 
SERMON          “Look for the Signs” 

Part 7 of a seven-part sermon series 
    "The Challenge to Believe" 
 

QUIET TIME FOR REFLECTION & PRAYER   
 
  
 
 
 



HYMN OF THE  DAY      Break Now the Bread of Life 
 
1 Break now the bread of life, 
 dear Lord, to me, 
 as once you broke the loaves 
 beside the sea. 
 Beyond the sacred page 
 I seek you, Lord; 
 my spirit waits for you, 
 O living Word. 
 
2 Bless your own truth, dear Lord, 
 to me, to me, 
 as when you blest the bread 
 by Galilee. 
 Then shall all bondage cease, 
 all fetters fall; 
 and I shall find my peace, 
 my All-in-All! 
 
+THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the 
dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy Christian church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
+ EXCHANGE OF PEACE: 
 
P:    The peace of the Lord be with you always 
C:    And also with you 

(Please wave to your nearest worship neighbors) 
 

 



OFFERING PRAYER   
 
(Offering baskets will not be passed around.  At the conclusion of the 
service, please place your offering in designated baskets in the rear of 
the sanctuary.) 
 
P: Jesus, Bread of life, 

you have set this table with your very self, 
and called us to the feast of plenty. 
Gather what has been sown among us, 
and strengthen us in this meal. 
Make us to be what we receive here, 
your body for the life of the world. 

C: Amen. 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION   “In the night in which he was betrayed…” 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
 Our Father in heaven, 

 hallowed be your name, 
 your kingdom come, 
 your will be done, 
 on earth as in heaven. 
 

 Give us today our daily bread. 
 Forgive us our sins 

 as we forgive those 
 who sin against us. 

  
    Save us from the time of trial 
    and deliver us from evil. 
    For the kingdom, the power, 
    and the glory are yours, 
    now and forever. Amen. 

 
 DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 
(At the invitation of the pastor, please open your communion kit and 
consume the host and grape juice) 
 



+ POST COMMUNION PRAYER   
 
P: Jesus, Bread of life, 

we have received from your table 
more than we could ever ask. 
As you have nourished us in this meal, 
now strengthen us to love the world with your own life. 
In your name we pray. 

C: Amen. 
 
+ BENEDICTION  
 
P: The blessing of God, 

who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us, 

☩ be upon you now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 
+ SENDING  O Living Bread from Heaven 
 
1 O living Bread from heaven, 
 how well you feed your guest! 
 The gifts that you have given 
 have filled my heart with rest. 
 Oh, wondrous food of blessing, 
 oh, cup that heals our woes! 
 My heart, this gift possessing, 
 with praises overflows! 
 
2 My Lord, you here have led me 
 within your holiest place, 
 and here yourself have fed me 
 with treasures of your grace; 
 for you have freely given 
 what earth could never buy, 
 the bread of life from heaven, 
 that now I shall not die. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
+THE DISMISSAL 
 

P; Go in peace. You are the body of Christ. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Weekly Announcements 
 

Lector: Marga Conn    Music Director: Chad Flynn   Video:  Don Gulliksen 

 
Pastor Jack will be away on a family vacation from 7/26 until 8/10.  Please 
direct pastoral care needs and other emergencies to:  the Rev. Fred Becker at 
973-366-2821 or fredebecker@comcast.net. 
 
Lectors (readers on Sunday mornings) are needed and appreciated.  Read 
the assigned Scripture for the day!  Sign up sheets are located in the rear of the 
sanctuary, or ask Pastor Jack for details:  jackspartan79@gmail.com. 
 
Life “as we know it” is gradually returning to our congregation: Plans are 
already in the works for Sunday School, coffee hour fellowship, and more.  
Please read the insert included in this Sunday’s bulletin. 
 
Did you notice that we are planting a community vegetable garden behind 
the church?  The “harvest” to be donated to our local impoverished.  For more 
info on volunteering/supporting this effort, please contact Shannon Leifken at:  
shannonleifken@gmail.com or call 973-570-2136. 
 
Volunteers are greatly needed to help with our Fall Festival. (see paragraph 
below) If you can help, even for just an hour or two, please see the sign-up 
board in the rear of our sanctuary, or contact Matt Maitilasso at 973-876-0973 or 
email at lawnpridenj@yahoo.com 
 
Fall Festival is Coming!  Mark your calendars to participate in our annual 
community Fall Festival, September 25 from noon to 5pm (rain date 9/26, 1:00-
6:00). Food, vendors, car show, live band, and more!  For more information, 
contact Matt Maitilasso at 973-876-0973 or email at lawnpridenj@yahoo.com 
Business sponsors and vendors are being recruited now! CDC guidelines will be 
followed, especially for masking and physical distancing. 
 
Food Collections.  Please note:  Please donate only NON-PERISHABLE food 
items.  Do not drop off milk, bread, or various dairy products as these items may 
spoil prior to public distribution. 
 
Did you know…approximately two hundred viewers “tune in” each week through 
our internet streaming of the worship experience. We are reaching viewers as far 
as Texas, Florida, the Carolinas, Tennessee, Maine and now China!  Thanks to 
modern technology we are living out Jesus’ great commission to proclaim God’s 
Word near and far (see Matthew 28). 
 
All liturgical wording for our worship services comes from the national office 
of the ELCA (Evangelical Lutheran Church in America) and is the standard 
recommended Lutheran liturgy for all Lutheran congregations across the United 
States. 
 
Lunch & Learn Adult Bible Study will be offered again on August 18.  The 
August 4 session will not be offered due to pastor’s scheduled vacation.  Join us 
at noon...bring a bag lunch.  Physical distancing and facial coverings will be 
mandatory. For those unable or uncomfortable attending in person, the Bible 
study will be live streamed through the ZOOM format.  Please contact Pastor 
Jack (jackspartan79@gmail.com) about the ZOOM link. 
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Clothing Donations:  Please DO NOT drop off clothing at our church vestibule 
or lobby area.  Instead, please place all donated articles in the RED BIN in the 
rear parking lot of the church. Shoes, handbags, stuffed toys, and linens are 
accepted as well! For more information, contact Ellen Crane at 973-625-1353. 
 
Want to give electronically?  40% of our offerings now come in via electronic 
giving sources.  To learn more, simply go to our web page at 
www.rockawaylutheran.org and click on the “donate” button. . . then follow the 
simple instructions. Still not sure?  Please contact Donna Gulliksen at: 
Donna.Gulliksen@gmail.com or call her at 973-697-1895.  Regular offerings 
(with date and frequency of your choice) as well as one-time gifts can be 
established electronically.  All transactions are confidential. 
 

 
 

Upcoming Events 
 
Thurs. July 29 - Blood Drive at Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church, 246 
Woodport Road, Sparta  (1-7pm) . For info contact office@sothnj.org 
 
Wed. Aug 4 - No Lunch & Learn Adult Bible Study - pastor on vacation 
 
Sun. Aug. 8 - Worship- 11:00am 
                        Memorial Service for Richard Lillis at 12:30pm in sanctuary 
 
Sun. Aug. 15 - Worship - 11:00am 
 
Mon. Aug. 16 - Fall Festival Planning Meeting in choir room at 7:00pm. 
 
Wed. Aug. 18 -  Lunch & Learn Adult Bible Study. In person meeting 
in                                       choir room with ZOOM link option. Noon. 
 
Thur., Aug. 19 - RISE UP Community Meeting- general public invited - 7:00pm 
                            in choir room 
 
Sun., Aug. 22 - Worship 11:00am 
 
Tues., Aug. 24 - No Council Meeting; Summer break 
 
Sun., Aug. 29 - Worship - 11:00am 
 

Looking Ahead: 
 
Sun., Sept. 5  - Worship 11:00am 
Sept. 12 -         Worship - 11:00am 
                         First Day of Sunday School 
                         Post Worship Coffee Hour Resumes 
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Please Support Our Local Food Closet 

 

 

 

 

Historically, food and toiletry donations begin to 
decline over the summer months. 

ITEMS URGENTLY NEEDED: 

                  FOOD                TOILETRIES 

    Peanut Butter   Shampoo 

    Tuna     Soap 

    Macaroni & Cheese   Toothpaste 

    Pasta    Toothbrushes 

    Sauce    Deodorant 

    Canned Fruit   Feminine Hygiene Products 

 
 

Please bring all donations to our church vestibule. 

Perishable items such as milk, eggs, and bread 

cannot be received at this time. 

 

 



 

 

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church 
508 Green Pond Road 
Rockaway, NJ 07866 

 

Pastor:    Rev. Dr. Jack DiMatteo, jackspartan79@gmail.com 

Music Director:   Chad Flynn, bariflynn@yahoo.com  

Council President:    Joan Cosgrove, kikkired@verizon.net 

Sunday School Director:     Erin Osterhout, eosterhout@optonline.net   

Women’s Group President:     Marga Conn, tantemarga@outlook.com   

 

Office Hours:  Monday thru Thursday 9:00am – Noon 

 


