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+ INDICATES THE CONGREGATION STANDS AS YOU ARE ABLE 

 
WELCOME FROM PASTOR JACK 
 
PRELUDE “Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds” 
                                        Soloist: Chris Buechler 
 
CHILDREN’S SERMON 
 
+THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the 
presiding minister begins. 

 
P: Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
C: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



BAPTISMAL REMEMBRANCE 
 
P: Just as God’s work of creation never ends, 

so the gifts received in baptism are renewed every day. 
Let us give thanks together for the life given in baptism. 
 

We give you thanks, O God, for the waters of life: 
for water to bathe in, water to drink, 
for waters to play in and waters that inspire wonder, 
for water that gives life to our planet. 

C: We give you thanks, O God, for the waters of life. 
 

P: We give you thanks, O God, for the waters of this place: 
for water from our tap, for rain and snow. 

C: We give you thanks, O God, for the waters of this place. 
 

P: We give you thanks for your salvation through water: 
for delivering Noah and his family through the floodwaters, 
for leading your people Israel through the sea into freedom, 
for preserving your prophet Elijah through the time of drought, 
for guiding your people across the Jordan into a new land, 
for quenching the Samaritan woman’s thirst with living water. 

C: We give you thanks for your salvation through water. 
 

P: We give you thanks for the life of all the baptized, 
and for all who gather here; 
for godparents and baptismal sponsors, 
for children and grandchildren, 
[for those newly baptized at the Easter Vigil/in this holy season;] 
for our brothers and sisters in Christ 
whom we have never seen but to whom we are bound. 

C: We give you thanks for the life of all the baptized. 
 

P: We give you thanks for life in Christ through your Holy Spirit: 
for our entry into Jesus’ death through these waters, 
for our new birth into a life of freedom and service, 
for our calling to be your people, sent out for the life of the world. 

C: We give you thanks, blessed and holy Trinity, now and  
forever. Amen. 

 
+HYMN          Jesus Christ Is Risen Today 

(Worshippers are invited to decorate the cross with flowers) 
 
1 Jesus Christ is ris'n today, Alleluia! 
 our triumphant holy day, Alleluia! 
 who did once upon the cross, Alleluia! 
 suffer to redeem our loss. Alleluia! 
 
2 Hymns of praise then let us sing, Alleluia! 
 unto Christ, our heav'nly king, Alleluia! 
 who endured the cross and grave, Alleluia! 
 sinners to redeem and save. Alleluia! 



SALUTATION   
 
 P: The Lord be with you. 
 C: And also with you. 
 
+ PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
O God, you gave your only Son to suffer death on the cross for our 
redemption, and by his glorious resurrection you delivered us from the 
power of death. Make us die every day to sin, that we may live with him 
forever in the joy of the resurrection, through your Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. Amen. 
 
SHARING OF THE ASSIGNED SCRIPTURE READINGS 
 
1 Corinthians 15:19-26 
 
Paul describes the consequences of the resurrection, including the 
promise of new life in Christ to a world that has been in bondage to 
death. He celebrates the destruction of evil and the establishment of 
God’s victorious rule over all. 
 

19If for this life only we have hoped in Christ, we are of all people most to 
be pitied. 
 20But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of 
those who have died. 21For since death came through a human being, 
the resurrection of the dead has also come through a human being; 22for 
as all die in Adam, so all will be made alive in Christ. 23But each in his 
own order: Christ the first fruits, then at his coming those who belong to 
Christ. 24Then comes the end, when he hands over the kingdom to God 
the Father, after he has destroyed every ruler and every authority and 
power. 25For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his 
feet. 26The last enemy to be destroyed is death. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Luke 24:1-12 
 
Evidently expecting to find Jesus’ corpse, some of the women among his 
followers go to the tomb with embalming spices. After a perplexing 
encounter with the empty tomb and angelic visitors, the women become 
the first to proclaim the amazing news of resurrection. 
 

1On the first day of the week, at early dawn, [the women] came to the 
tomb, taking the spices that they had prepared. 2They found the stone 
rolled away from the tomb, 3but when they went in, they did not find the 
body. 4While they were perplexed about this, suddenly two men in 
dazzling clothes stood beside them. 5The women were terrified and 
bowed their faces to the ground, but the men said to them, “Why do you 
look for the living among the dead? He is not here, but has 
risen. 6Remember how he told you, while he was still in Galilee, 7that the 
Son of Man must be handed over to sinners, and be crucified, and on the 
third day rise again.” 8Then they remembered his words, 9and returning 
from the tomb, they told all this to the eleven and to all the rest. 10Now it 
was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the other 
women with them who told this to the apostles. 11But these words 
seemed to them an idle tale, and they did not believe them. 12But Peter 
got up and ran to the tomb; stooping and looking in, he saw the linen 
cloths by themselves; then he went home, amazed at what had 
happened. 
 
SERMON   “Too Good to Be True?” 
 
CHOIR ANTHEM  “He Lives”  

Congregation to join in for 3rd verse. 
 
Rejoice, rejoice, O Christian, lift up your voice and sing 
Eternal hallelujah to Jesus Christ the King!  
The Hope of all who seek Him, the Help of all who find,  
None other is so loving, so good and kind.  
 
He Lives, He Lives, Christ Jesus lives today! 
He walks with me and talks with me along life's narrow way. 
He lives, He lives, salvation to impart! 
You ask me how I know he lives?  
He lives within my heart. 
 
QUIET TIME FOR REFLECTION & PRAYER   
  
 
 
 
 
 



HYMN OF THE DAY        I Know That My Redeemer Lives!  
 

1 I know that my Redeemer lives! 
 What comfort this sweet sentence gives! 
 He lives, he lives, who once was dead; 
 he lives, my ever-living head! 
 

4 He lives to silence all my fears; 
 he lives to wipe away my tears; 
 he lives to calm my troubled heart; 
 he lives all blessings to impart. 
 

+THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the 
dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy Christian church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

+ EXCHANGE OF PEACE: 
 

P:    The peace of the Lord be with you always 
C:    And also with you 

(Please wave to your nearest worship neighbors) 
 
OFFERING PRAYER   
 

(Offering baskets will not be passed around.  At the conclusion of the 
service, please place your offering in designated baskets in the rear of 
the sanctuary.) 
 

P: Be known to us, O Lord, in the breaking of the bread, 
as you were made known to the disciples. 
Receive these gifts, and the offering of our lives, 
that we may be your risen body in the world. 

C: Amen. 



THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION   “In the night in which he was betrayed…” 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
 Our Father in heaven, 

 hallowed be your name, 
 your kingdom come, 
 your will be done, 
 on earth as in heaven. 
 

 Give us today our daily bread. 
 Forgive us our sins 

 as we forgive those 
 who sin against us. 

  
    Save us from the time of trial 
    and deliver us from evil. 
    For the kingdom, the power, 
    and the glory are yours, 
    now and forever. Amen. 

 
 DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 

“Christians, to the Pascal Victim (Victimae Pascali) 
“Thine is the Glory” 
“Christ is Risen” 
 “Jesus Christ is Risen Today” 
         Soloist: Chris Buechler 

 
+ POST COMMUNION PRAYER   
 
P: We give you thanks, generous God, 

for in this bread and cup 
we have tasted the new heaven and earth 
where hunger and thirst are no more. 
Send us from this table as witnesses to the resurrection, 
that through our lives, all may know life in Jesus’ name. 

C: Amen. 
 
 



+ BENEDICTION  
 
P: God, the Author of life, 

Christ, the living Cornerstone, 
and the life-giving Spirit of adoption, 

☩ bless you now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 
+ SENDING HYMN Christ the Lord Is Risen Today; Alleluia! 
 
1 Christ the Lord is ris'n today; Alleluia! 
 Christians, hasten on your way; Alleluia! 
 offer praise with love replete, Alleluia! 
 at the paschal victim's feet. Alleluia! 
 
4 Christians, on this holy day, Alleluia! 
 all your grateful homage pay; Alleluia! 
 Christ the Lord is ris'n on high; Alleluia! 
 now he lives, no more to die. Alleluia! 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
+THE DISMISSAL 
 
P; Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
C: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
P: Go in peace. Tell what God has done. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Weekly Announcements 
 

Musician: Richard Piluso   Lector: Shannon Leifken    Video:  Don Gulliksen   
 
 
A Blessed Easter Sunday to you and your loved ones! 
 
Music Blessings!  Today we are blessed to have Richard Piluso back with 
us as our guest musician.  Accompanying him will be his father Robert, playing 
the trumpet. 
 
Also, Chris Buechler is sharing his gift as a flautist.  His selections will be: 
 
The Prelude:  
“Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds” 
 
During Distribution of Communion:  
“Christians, to the Pascal Victim (Victimae Pascali) 
“Thine is the Glory” 
“Christ is Risen” 
 “Jesus Christ is Risen Today” 
 
During Our first Easter hymn today, those who can ambulate are invited to 
decorate our chancel cross (at the foot of the altar steps) wit flowers.  Then, at 
the conclusion of the service the cross will be transported outside for the general 
public to enjoy! 

 
Special Thanks to Jonathan Bollard who did a fine job with our internet 
streaming while Don Gulliksen was away.  Great job Jonathan! 
 
An important Fall Festival planning meeting is scheduled for Monday, April 
18 at 7:00pm in the choir room.  We can really use your help and input! 
 
Thank you for your generosity! We collected $470 to create Easter baskets for 
our local impoverished families.  You will put smiles on many faces! 
 
New Designated Parking Areas.  In light of the growing number of worship 
attendees with medical conditions, the Council has now designated all upper 
lot parking places (in front of the main entrance) for handicapped parking and/or 
parking for those who are medically challenged and can not climb the stairs 
connected to our rear parking lot entrance.  Please be courteous and park in the 
rear parking lot if you are not medically challenged. 
 
Our choir is coming back to life! Special thanks to Dr. Joanne Schaper and 
Barbara Selland for their work in keeping our choir "in tune" for the 
Spring season, even in the absence of a Director of Music. 
 
You can help give our flower beds a facelift! As part of her Eagle Scout 
Project Anika Zoeller will re-face the flower beds adorning the back entrance of 
our church.  Donations are now being received to defray the cost of the pressure 
treated wood and other supplies.  Please place your donation in the designated 
collection box in the rear of our sanctuary. 
 



We are selling painted rocks for $5 each to help defray the cost of the flower 
garden beautification project.  The rocks were painted by our Sunday School 
children.  Bravo kids! 
 
Opportunities to provide humanitarian aid to refugees from the Ukraine.  
Send your contributions to Lutheran Disaster Response ( see the ad in today’s 
bulletin). 
 
RISE UP is collecting toiletries to aid our locals.  Did you know that food 
stamps do not cover basic toiletry items like soap and shampoo?  Please donate 
items in the special bin located in our church vestibule. For more information, 
contact Angela Bloshuk at 973-476-0101 or email her at: 
riseupangela@gmail.com 
 

Offering envelopes are now available on the table in the back of the 
sanctuary.  We will not be printing individual boxed envelope sets this year.  
Please feel free to take some of the preprinted envelopes from the back and 
write your name in the space provided. 
We are no longer accepting donations for Dolly’s Room.  If you have 
something you would like to donate, please save it until the fall.  Please do not 
leave items in the vestibule. 
 
Lectors (readers on Sunday mornings) are needed and appreciated.  Read 
the assigned Scripture for the day!  Sign up sheets are located in the rear of the 
sanctuary, or ask Pastor Jack for details:  jackspartan79@gmail.com 
 
Lunch & Learn Adult Bible Study will be offered again on April 20 in person 
or via ZOOM video link only from noon – 1:00pm. ..  Please contact Pastor Jack 
(jackspartan79@gmail.com) about the ZOOM link. 
 

Clothing Donations:  Please DO NOT drop off clothing at our church vestibule 
or lobby area.  Instead, please place all donated articles in the RED BIN in the 
rear parking lot of the church. Shoes, handbags, stuffed toys, and linens are 
accepted as well! For more information, contact Ellen Crane at 973-625-1353. 
 
Food Collections.  Please note: Please donate only NON-PERISHABLE food 
items.  Do not drop off milk, bread, or various dairy products as these items may 
spoil prior to public distribution. 
 

Want to give electronically?  40% of our offerings now come in via electronic 
giving sources.  To learn more, simply go to our web page at 
www.rockawaylutheran.org and click on the “donate” button. . . then follow the 
simple instructions. Still not sure?  Please contact Donna Gulliksen at: 
Donna.Gulliksen@gmail.com or call her at 973-697-1895.  Regular offerings 
(with date and frequency of your choice) as well as one-time gifts can be 
established electronically.  All transactions are confidential. 

 
Looking Ahead 

 
Sun., April 17      Easter Sonrise worship – 7:00am;  
                          Worship in our sanctuary – 11:00am 
 
Sun., Apr. 24        Women’s Group Meatball Sale (after worship) 
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