
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church 
Service of Holy Communion 

August 14, 2022 

(Note:  All wording for the liturgy and hymns will appear on our large 
monitor screens just above the altar area.) 
 

WELCOME FROM PASTOR JACK 
 
CHILDREN’S SERMON 
 
PRELUDE 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as 
the presiding minister begins. 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, 

whose steadfast love endures forever. 
C: Amen. 
 

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one 
another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

P: Merciful God, 
C: we confess that we have not followed your path 

but have chosen our own way. 
Instead of putting others before ourselves, 
we long to take the best seats at the table. 
When met by those in need, 
we have too often passed by on the other side. 
Set us again on the path of life. 
Save us from ourselves 
and free us to love our neighbors. 
Amen. 

 
P: Hear the good news! 

God does not deal with us according to our sins 
but delights in granting pardon and mercy. 

In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. 

You are free to love as God loves. 
C: Amen. 
 
 
 
 



+HYMN             How Firm a Foundation   #507 
 
1 How firm a foundation, O saints of the Lord, 
 is laid for your faith in his excellent word! 
 What more can he say than to you he has said 
 who unto the Savior for refuge have fled? 
 
2 Fear not, I am with you, oh, be not dismayed, 
 for I am your God and will still give you aid; 
 I’ll strengthen you, help you, and cause you to stand, 
 upheld by my righteous, omnipotent hand. 
   
SALUTATION   
 
 P: The Lord be with you. 
 C: And also with you. 
 
+ PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
P: O God, judge eternal, you love justice and hate oppression, and 

you call us to share your zeal for truth. Give us courage to take 
our stand with all victims of bloodshed and greed, and, following 
your servants and prophets, to look to the pioneer and perfecter 
of our faith, your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SHARING OF THE ASSIGNED SCRIPTURE READINGS 
 

Hebrews 11:29--12:2 
 
The author of Hebrews presents us with rich stories of faith. In a long list 
of biblical heroes, we find examples of trust in God that enabled them to 
face the trials of life faithfully. In addition to this “cloud of witnesses,” we 
have Jesus, the perfect model of faithful endurance. 
 

29By faith the people passed through the Red Sea as if it were dry land, 
but when the Egyptians attempted to do so they were drowned. 30By faith 
the walls of Jericho fell after they had been encircled for seven 
days. 31By faith Rahab the prostitute did not perish with those who were 
disobedient, because she had received the spies in peace. 
 32And what more should I say? For time would fail me to tell of Gideon, 
Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the prophets—
33who through faith conquered kingdoms, administered justice, obtained 
promises, shut the mouths of lions, 34quenched raging fire, escaped the 
edge of the sword, won strength out of weakness, became mighty in war, 
put foreign armies to flight. 35Women received their dead by resurrection. 
Others were tortured, refusing to accept release, in order to obtain a 
better resurrection. 36Others suffered mocking and flogging, and even 
chains and imprisonment. 37They were stoned to death, they were sawn 
in two, they were killed by the sword; they went about in skins of sheep 
and goats, destitute, persecuted, tormented—38of whom the world was 
not worthy. They wandered in deserts and mountains, and in caves and 
holes in the ground. 
 39Yet all these, though they were commended for their faith, did not 
receive what was promised, 40since God had provided something better 
so that they would not, apart from us, be made perfect. 
 
 12:1Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of 
witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight and the sin that clings so 
closely, and let us run with perseverance the race that is set before 
us, 2looking to Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of our faith, who for the 
sake of the joy that was set before him endured the cross, disregarding 
its shame, and has taken his seat at the right hand of the throne of God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Luke 12:49-56 
 
Jesus delivers harsh words about the purifying and potentially divisive 
effects of obedience to God’s call. The way of the cross often leads 
followers to encounter hostility and rejection, even from those they love. 
 
[Jesus said:] 49“I came to bring fire to the earth, and how I wish it were 
already kindled! 50I have a baptism with which to be baptized, and what 
stress I am under until it is completed! 51Do you think that I have come to 
bring peace to the earth? No, I tell you, but rather division! 52From now 
on five in one household will be divided, three against two and two 
against three; 53they will be divided: 
 father against son 
  and son against father, 
 mother against daughter 
  and daughter against mother, 
 mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law 
  and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law.” 
 54He also said to the crowds, “When you see a cloud rising in the west, 
you immediately say, ‘It is going to rain’; and so it happens. 55And when 
you see the south wind blowing, you say, ‘There will be scorching heat’; 
and it happens. 56You hypocrites! You know how to interpret the 
appearance of earth and sky, but why do you not know how to interpret 
the present time?” 
 
SERMON     “Fearless Living: Part 2” 
  “Journeying Through Faith . . . Without a Safety Net” 

HYMN   When Peace, like a River   #346 
 
1 When peace, like a river, attendeth my way; 
 when sorrows, like sea billows, roll; 
 whatever my lot, thou hast taught me to say, 
 it is well, it is well with my soul. 
 
4 And Lord, haste the day when our faith shall be sight, 
 the clouds be rolled back as a scroll, 
 the trumpet shall sound and the Lord shall descend; 
 even so it is well with my soul.  Refrain 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



+THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the 
dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy Christian church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



+THE PRAYERS                                  (See “Celebrate” bulletin insert) 
 
P: Trusting in God’s extraordinary love, let us come near to the Holy 

One in prayer. 
A brief silence. 

 

P: Arise, O God, and sustain your church. We pray for all who 
dedicate their lives to serving your people. Renew our 
commitment to our siblings in faith around the globe, and bless 
the work of our ecumenical and interfaith partners (especially). 
Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 
 

P: Arise, O God, and sustain your creation. We pray for all places 
affected by natural disasters (especially). Transform the 
devastation of floods and fires into fertile ground for new life and 
growth. Fill heaven and earth with your life-giving Spirit. Merciful 
God, 

C: receive our prayer. 
 

P: Arise, O God, and sustain the nations. We pray for all elected 
officials. Kindle in them a desire to administer your justice. 
Strengthen their resolve to defend those who are vulnerable and 
to stand publicly against all forms of oppression. Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 
 

P: Arise, O God, and sustain those who are oppressed. We pray for 
people harmed by racist discrimination, ableist discrimination, 
and all people discriminated against based on their gender 
identity or sexual orientation. Rescue us from all systems that 
degrade our fellow human beings. Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 
 

P: Arise, O God, and sustain this assembly. We pray for this 
community, celebrating with those who rejoice and weeping with 
those who weep (concerns may be named). In our joy and in our 
tears, be near us. Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 

P: Surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, we remember the 
saints (especially Maximilian Kolbe and Kaj Munk) who have 
gone before us. May we run with perseverance the race set 
before us until we find our rest in you. Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 
 

P: Receive the prayers of your children, merciful God, and hold us 
forever in your steadfast love; through Jesus Christ, our holy 
Wisdom. 

C: Amen. 
 
 



EXCHANGE OF PEACE: 
 

P:    The peace of the Lord be with you always 
C:    And also with you 

(Please wave to your nearest worship neighbors) 
 
OFFERING & OFFERING PRAYER   
 

P: God of abundance: 
you have set before us a plentiful harvest. 
As we feast on your goodness, 
strengthen us to labor in your field, 
and equip us to bear fruit for the good of all, 
in the name of Jesus. 

C: Amen. 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

 WORDS OF INSTITUTION   “In the night in which he was betrayed…” 
 

 THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 

         Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 

 
DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 
 
 
 
 
 



+ POST COMMUNION PRAYER   
 
P: Life-giving God, 

through this meal you have bandaged our wounds 
and fed us with your mercy. 
Now send us forth to live for others, 
both friend and stranger, 
that all may come to know your love. 
This we pray in the name of Jesus. 

C: Amen. 
 
+ BENEDICTION  
 
P: The God of peace, 

Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

bless you, comfort you, 
and show you the path of life 
this day and always. 

C: Amen. 
 
+ SENDING HYMN Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me  #327 
 
1 Rock of Ages, cleft for me, 
 let me hide myself in thee; 
 let the water and the blood, 
 from thy riven side which flowed, 
 be of sin the double cure; 
 cleanse me from its guilt and pow'r. 
 
3 Nothing in my hand I bring; 
 simply to thy cross I cling. 
 Naked, come to thee for dress; 
 helpless, look to thee for grace; 
 foul, I to the fountain fly; 
 wash me, Savior, or I die. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
+THE DISMISSAL 
 
P: Go in peace. Love your neighbor. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Weekly Announcements 
 

Serving Worship Today 
 

Lector:  Marga Conn   Video:  Don Gulliksen   Usher:   Shannon Leifken 
Communion Assistant:   Shannon Leifken      Altar Guild:  Erin Osterhout 

CPIC:  Shannon Leifken 
 
 

Serving Next Week (8/21) 

Lector:  Joyce Maul   Video:  Don Gulliksen   Usher:   Shannon Leifken 
Communion Assistant:   Shannon Leifken      Altar Guild:  Erin Osterhout 

CPIC:  Shannon Leifken 
 

This Sunday we welcome Catherine Flynn as our guest musician today.  
Thank you for blessing us! 
 
We hope you are enjoying and appreciating the wide variety of talented 
musicians who come to Holy Trinity week after week.  Special thanks to Dr. 
Joanne Schaper for scheduling the guest musicians.  
 

The ladies of the Church (WELCA) will have a short meeting directly 
after worship service today in the blue room to discuss the women's 
participation in the upcoming Fall Festival.  Please bring your coffee and 
snacks and ideas!  Any questions, please call Marga (475-330-4128) 
Ellen (973-625-1353) or the Church office.  Look forward to seeing you 
then. 
 
Fall Festival:  Looking for donations of new items or gift cards for the 
chance room.  Please label the item “Fall Festival” and leave in the blue room.  
Please call Peggy Hon, 973-697-1391, for additional information. 
 
Looking Ahead: First Holy Communion Instruction will be offered this Fall 
for all children, grade 3 and above.  Classes are scheduled for the evenings of 
October 16 & 23, with the actual First Communion Sunday to be October 30.  For 
questions and concerns please contact Pastor Jack at:  
jackspartan79@gmail.com 
 
Fall Festival Planning Meeting... All Hands On Deck. The Fall Festival will be 
here soon.  Please attend a very important meeting slated for Monday, August 15 
at 7:00pm in the choir room.  Volunteers are greatly needed! 
 
Our Annual Community Fall Festival and Car Show is Coming Soon! Mark 
your calendars for Saturday, September 24.  Volunteers are greatly needed and 
appreciated. Please contact Matt Maitilasso at 973-876-0973 or email him at: 
lawnpridenj@yahoo.com 
 
Once again, Holy Trinity will be collecting coats for the annual coat drive.  
We will be accepting coat donations during the month of October. 
 
Sponsors are being sought for our annual Fall Festival.  If you or your 
business would like to be a sponsor, simply contact Matt Maitilasso at 973-876-
0973 or email him at: lawnpridenj@yahoo.com 
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Communion Note:  Did you know that the communion trays are configured in a 
certain way?  Cups containing grape juice are in the center of the tray, and cups 
containing wine are near the edges of each serving tray.  
 
Offering envelopes are now available on the table in the back of the 
sanctuary.    Please feel free to take some of the preprinted envelopes from the 
back and write your name in the space provided. 

 
Lectors (readers on Sunday mornings) are needed and appreciated.  Read 
the assigned Scripture for the day!  Sign up sheets are located in the rear of the 
sanctuary, or ask Pastor Jack for details:  jackspartan79@gmail.com 
 
Lunch & Learn Adult Bible Study will be offered again on August 17th in 
person or via ZOOM video link only from noon – 1:00pm. Please contact Pastor 
Jack (jackspartan79@gmail.com) about the ZOOM link. 
 
Opportunities to provide humanitarian aid to refugees from the Ukraine.  
Send your contributions to Lutheran Disaster Response You can donate on the 
web by visiting ELCA.org and then clicking “Eastern Europe Crisis Response” or 
you can mail checks to: 

Lutheran Disaster Response 
P.O. Box 1809 
Merrifield, VA 22116-8009 
(Write "Eastern Europe Crisis Response" on your check memo line.) 

 
RISE UP is collecting toiletries to aid our locals.  Did you know that food 
stamps do not cover basic toiletry items like soap and shampoo?  Please donate 
items in the special bin located in our church vestibule. For more information, 
contact Angela Bloshuk at 973-476-0101 or email her at: 
riseupangela@gmail.com 
 
Clothing Donations:  Please DO NOT drop off clothing at our church vestibule 
or lobby area.  Instead, please place all donated articles in the RED BIN in the 
rear parking lot of the church. Shoes, handbags, stuffed toys, and linens are 
accepted as well! Please save winter coats for our fall coat drive. 
 
Food Collections.  Please note: Please donate only NON-PERISHABLE food 
items.  Do not drop off milk, bread, or various dairy products as these items may 
spoil prior to public distribution. 
 
Want to give electronically?  40% of our offerings now come in via electronic 
giving sources.  To learn more, simply go to our web page at 
www.rockawaylutheran.org and click on the “donate” button. . . then follow the 
simple instructions.  Regular offerings (with date and frequency of your choice) 
as well as one-time gifts can be established electronically.  All transactions are 
confidential. 
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