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+ INDICATES THE CONGREGATION STANDS AS YOU ARE ABLE 

 
WELCOME FROM PASTOR JACK 
 
CHILDREN’S SERMON 
 
+ CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

P: In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
 

P: God of heaven and earth, 
you come in close and make us yours. 
Equip us by your Spirit to confess our sin, 
embrace your forgiveness, 
and seek the way you set before us in your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 
 

P: With honesty of heart, let us confess our sin. 
 

P: Merciful God, 
 

C: forgive us. 
Our will is handcuffed to sin, and we cannot break free. 
We have spoken when we should have kept quiet. 
We were silent when we should have said something. 
We acted when we knew better. 
We were still when we know we should have moved. 
For the wrong we have done, 
for the good we have failed to do, 
have mercy on us, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

 

P: People of God, look to the ☩ Son, 

given to heal you and set you free 
because God loved the world so much. 
Take hold of life—eternal life! 

C: Amen. 
 
BLESSING OF THE PALMS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



+HYMN          All Glory, Laud, and Honor 
 
Refrain 
 All glory, laud, and honor 
 to you, redeemer, king, 
 to whom the lips of children 
 made sweet hosannas ring. 
 
1 You are the king of Israel 
 and David’s royal Son, 
 now in the Lord’s name coming, 
 our King and Blessed One.  Refrain 
 
2 The company of angels 
 is praising you on high; 
 creation and all mortals 
 in chorus make reply.  Refrain 

 
SALUTATION   
 
 P: The Lord be with you. 
 C: And also with you. 
 
+ PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
Sovereign God, you have established your rule in the human heart 
through the servanthood of Jesus Christ. By your Spirit, keep us in the 
joyful procession of those who with their tongues confess Jesus as Lord 
and with their lives praise him as Savior, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SHARING OF THE ASSIGNED SCRIPTURE READINGS 
 
Philippians 2:5-11 
 
Christ did not act to attain status and glory but was obedient to God even 
to the point of death. Following Christ’s example, we do not seek 
personal status or glory but care for others as God cared for us in 
Christ’s death. 
 

5Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 
 6who, though he was in the form of God, 
  did not regard equality with God 
  as something to be exploited, 
 7but emptied himself, 
  taking the form of a slave, 
  being born in human likeness. 
 And being found in human form, 
  8he humbled himself 
  and became obedient to the point of death— 
  even death on a cross. 
 
 9Therefore God also highly exalted him 
  and gave him the name 
  that is above every name, 
 10so that at the name of Jesus 
  every knee should bend, 
  in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
 11and every tongue should confess 
  that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
  to the glory of God the Father. 
 
SERMON   “Of Seeds and Salvation” 
 
QUIET TIME FOR REFLECTION & PRAYER   
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



HYMN OF THE DAY        What Wondrous Love Is This 
 
1 What wondrous love is this,  

O my soul, O my soul! 
 What wondrous love is this, O my soul! 
 What wondrous love is this 
 that caused the Lord of bliss 
 to bear the dreadful curse  

for my soul, for my soul, 
 to bear the dreadful curse for my soul? 
 
2 When I was sinking down,  

sinking down, sinking down, 
 when I was sinking down, sinking down, 
 when I was sinking down 
 beneath God's righteous frown, 
 Christ laid aside his crown  

for my soul, for my soul, 
 Christ laid aside his crown for my soul. 
 
+THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the 
dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy Christian church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
+ EXCHANGE OF PEACE: 
 
P:    The peace of the Lord be with you always 
C:    And also with you 

(Please wave to your nearest worship neighbors) 
 

 



OFFERING PRAYER   
 
(Offering baskets will not be passed around.  At the conclusion of the 
service, please place your offering in designated baskets in the rear of 
the sanctuary.) 
 
P: Merciful God, 

receive the sacrifice of our praise and thanksgiving 
and the offering of our lives, 
that following in the way of the cross, 
we may know the joy of the resurrection; 
through Christ our Lord. 

 
C: Amen. 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
  
WORDS OF INSTITUTION   “In the night in which he was betrayed…” 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
 Our Father in heaven, 

 hallowed be your name, 
 your kingdom come, 
 your will be done, 
 on earth as in heaven. 
 

 Give us today our daily bread. 
 Forgive us our sins 

 as we forgive those 
 who sin against us. 

  
    Save us from the time of trial 
    and deliver us from evil. 
    For the kingdom, the power, 
    and the glory are yours, 
    now and forever. Amen. 

 
 DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 
(At the invitation of the pastor, please open your communion kit and 
consume the host and grape juice) 



+ POST COMMUNION PRAYER   
 
P: Compassionate God, 

you have fed us with the bread of heaven. 
Sustain us in our Lenten pilgrimage: 
may our fasting be hunger for justice, 
our alms, a making of peace, 
and our prayer, the song of grateful hearts; 
through Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 
 
+ BENEDICTION  
 
P: May God who has called us forth from the dust of the earth, 

and claimed us as children of the light, 
strengthen you on your journey into life renewed. 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine upon you with grace and mercy. 
The Lord look upon you with favor 

and give you ☩ peace. 

C: Amen. 
 
+ SENDING HYMN Go to Dark Gethsemane 
 
1 Go to dark Gethsemane, 
 all who feel the tempter's pow'r; 
 your Redeemer's conflict see. 
 Watch with him one bitter hour; 
 turn not from his griefs away; 
 learn from Jesus Christ to pray. 
 
2 Follow to the judgment hall, 
 view the Lord of life arraigned; 
 oh, the wormwood and the gall! 
 Oh, the pangs his soul sustained! 
 Shun not suff'ring, shame, or loss; 
 learn from him to bear the cross. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

+THE DISMISSAL 
 
P: Marked with the cross of Christ, 

go forth to love and serve the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

 
 
 
 



Weekly Announcements 
 

Lector: Al Buechler   Music Director: Chad Flynn   Video:  Jonathan Bollard  
 
COVID Vaccinations for those 65 years old and older are available on a 
"fast track" basis.  Tired of waiting for an appointment?  Contact Grethe Zarnitz 
at 973-975-9524.  Vaccinations will be given at the Rockaway Mall location. 
 
Looking Ahead to Holy Week (all services “in person”): 
 
Palm Sunday –  11:00am    Liturgy with Palms 
Holy Thursday – 6:00pm     (No seder dinner; liturgy only) 
Good Friday -      noon-       Meditation Service at the Methodist   
   Church  of the Rockaways,  
    1 Hoagland Ave,  
                                                  Rockaway Boro 
                           6:00pm     Liturgy at Holy Trinity 
Saturday, 4/3-     noon -     “Drive By” Easter Bunny visits  
Easter Sunday                    NO sunrise service at Nor-bu 
                                           11:00am Liturgy 
 
Please note:  The Good Friday ecumenical worship will NOT resemble the 
worship services we have had in previous years.  There will be no formal 
liturgy.  Instead, community residents will be invited to stop by at the United 
Methodist Church of the Rockaways anytime between noon and 1:00pm for 
personal meditation and prayer while inspirational music is offered. The church is 
located at 1 Hoagland Ave., Rockaway Boro.  For more information contact 
Pastor Jack at 908-887-1161. 
 
Meet the Easter Bunny on Saturday 4/3 at noon! Due to COVID restrictions 
we will not be able to host an egg hunt, but we will offer a “drive by” visit/photo 
opportunity, like we did with Santa Claus.  Children will receive goody bags, too.  
For more information, watch future bulletins or contact Erin Osterhout at 973-
615-1026. 
 
Blood Donors urgently needed. Please consider donating blood at our 
sister congregation, Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church, 246 Woodport Road 
in Sparta.  Hours are 1pm - 7pm on Thursday, April 29. CDC guidelines will be 
followed. Donors will be asked a series of screening questions and will have their 
temperatures checked prior to eligibility.  For more information contact Shepherd 
of the Hills at 973-729-7010 or email at office@sothnj.org 
 
First Holy Communion News:  Due to the COVID pandemic and its restrictions, 
our first holy communion class will be postponed until further notice. We regret 
this interruption with respect to family milestones, etc. and pray for your patience 
and understanding. 

 
Did you know…approximately two hundred viewers “tune in” each week through 
our internet streaming of the worship experience. We are reaching viewers as far 
as Texas, Florida, the Carolinas, Tennessee and Maine.  Thanks to modern 
technology we are living out Jesus’ great commission to proclaim God’s Word 
near and far (see Matthew 28). 
 

about:blank


All liturgical wording for our worship services comes from the national office 
of the ELCA (Evangelical Lutheran Church in America) and is the standard 
recommended Lutheran liturgy for all Lutheran congregations across the United 
States. 
 
Food Collections.  Please note:  Please donate only NON-PERISHABLE food 
items.  Do not drop off milk, bread, or various dairy products as these items may 
spoil prior to public distribution. 
 
Lunch & Learn Adult Bible Study will be offered again on April 7. Join us at 
noon...bring a bag lunch.  Physical distancing and facial coverings will be 
mandatory. For those unable or uncomfortable attending in person, the Bible 
study will be live streamed through the ZOOM format.  Please contact Pastor 
Jack about the ZOOM link. 
 
Clothing Donations:  Please DO NOT drop off clothing at our church vestibule 
or lobby area.  Instead, please place all donated articles in the RED BIN in the 
rear parking lot of the church. Shoes, handbags, stuffed toys, and linens are 
accepted as well! For more information, contact Ellen Crane at 973-625-1353. 
 
Want to give electronically?  40% of our offerings now come in via electronic 
giving sources.  To learn more, simply go to our web page at 
www.rockawaylutheran.org and click on the “donate” button. . . then follow the 
simple instructions. Still not sure?  Please contact Donna Gulliksen at: 
Donna.Gulliksen@gmail.com or call her at 973-697-1895.  Regular offerings 
(with date and frequency of your choice) as well as one-time gifts can be 
established electronically.  All transactions are confidential. 
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7 Part Sermon Series 
Is Coming Soon! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Delicate Relationships” 
 

Join Pastor Jack as he explores the fragile nature of relationships:  
at home, school, work, and your neighborhood.  Discover Biblical 
principles for healthy relationships based on the assigned 
Scripture readings for each Sunday. 
 
 

4/11  “Beware of Labeling” 
4/18  “Keeping the Peace” 
4/25  “Making Sacrifices” 
5/2  “United, We Stand” 
5/9  “Abide in Love” 
5/16  “Find Joy” 
5/23  “Center Yourselves in Prayer” 
 
All sermons delivered “in person” will also be archived on the Holy 
Trinity, Rockaway web site as well as on YouTube channels for 
Holy Trinity and for Shepherd of the Hills, Sparta.  
 
Tell your friends! 
 


