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+ INDICATES THE CONGREGATION STANDS AS YOU ARE ABLE 

 
WELCOME FROM PASTOR JACK 
 
CHILDREN’S SERMON 
 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLES    Walter and Marilyn Lapham 
 

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 
 

4 O come, O Branch of Jesse, free 
 your own from Satan's tyranny; 
 from depths of hell your people save, 
 and give them vict'ry o'er the grave.  Refrain 

 
Refrain 
 Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
 shall come to you, O Israel. 

 

+HYMN♫          O Little Town of Bethlehem  
 
1 O little town of Bethlehem, 
 how still we see thee lie! 
 Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 
 the silent stars go by; 
 yet in thy dark streets shineth 
 the everlasting light. 
 The hopes and fears of all the years 
 are met in thee tonight. 
 
2 For Christ is born of Mary, 
 and, gathered all above 
 while mortals sleep, the angels keep 
 their watch of wond'ring love. 
 O morning stars, together 
 proclaim the holy birth, 
 and praises sing to God the king, 
 and peace to all the earth! 
 
SALUTATION   
 
 P: The Lord be with you. 
 C: And also with you. 
 

 
 
 
 



+ PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
P: Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant 

grace and might, free us from the sin that binds us, that we may 
receive you in joy and serve you always, for you live and reign 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 
SHARING OF THE ASSIGNED SCRIPTURE READINGS 
 
Hebrews 10:5-10 
 
The author of Hebrews uses the image of religious sacrifice to convey 
the significance of Christ’s coming. Through obedient acceptance of 
God’s will, Christ allows his own body to become the greatest sacrifice of 
all, one through which we are made a holy people. 
 

5Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said, 
 “Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired, 
  but a body you have prepared for me; 
 6in burnt offerings and sin offerings 
  you have taken no pleasure. 
 7Then I said, ‘See, God, I have come to do your will, O God’ 
  (in the scroll of the book it is written of me).” 
8When he said above, “You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in 
sacrifices and offerings and burnt offerings and sin offerings” (these are 
offered according to the law), 9then he added, “See, I have come to do 
your will.” He abolishes the first in order to establish the second. 10And it 
is by God’s will that we have been sanctified through the offering of the 
body of Jesus Christ once for all. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Luke 1:39-45 [46-55] 
 
Elizabeth, John’s mother, and Mary, the mother of Jesus, are two women 
filled with the Holy Spirit and with faith. In Elizabeth’s inspired greeting 
and Mary’s song of praise we hear of a saving God who remembers, 
scatters, lifts up, and fulfills all things. 
 

39In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the 
hill country, 40where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted 
Elizabeth. 41When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leaped in 
her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit 42and exclaimed 
with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit 
of your womb. 43And why has this happened to me, that the mother of my 
Lord comes to me? 44For as soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, 
the child in my womb leaped for joy. 45And blessed is she who believed 
that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.” [ 
  46And Mary said, 
 “My soul magnifies the Lord, 
  47and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 
 48for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. 
  Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 
 49for the Mighty One has done great things for me, 
  and holy is his name. 
 50His mercy is for those who fear him 
  from generation to generation. 
 51He has shown strength with his arm; 
  he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. 
 52He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, 
  and lifted up the lowly; 
 53he has filled the hungry with good things, 
  and sent the rich away empty. 
 54He has helped his servant Israel, 
  in remembrance of his mercy, 
 55according to the promise he made to our ancestors, 
  to Abraham and to his descendants forever.” 
 
SERMON        “Fear Not: “God Can Do Anything”  

Part 4 of a twelve-part sermon series  
      "Fear Not” 

 
CHOIR ANTHEM  “A Carol of Hope”  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



HYMN OF THE DAY      The First Noel 
 
1 The first Noel the angel did say 
 was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay; 
 in fields where they lay, keeping their sheep, 
 on a cold winter's night that was so deep. 
 
Refrain 
 Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel! 
 Born is the King of Israel. 
 
2 They looked up and saw a star 
 shining in the east beyond them far; 
 and to the earth it gave great light, 
 and so it continued both day and night.  Refrain 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



+THE PRAYERS                                     (See “Celebrate” bulletin insert) 
 
P: In this season of watching and waiting, let us pray for all people 

and places that yearn for God’s presence. 

A brief silence. 
 

P: Nurturing God, you give us life and care for our every need. Use 
the church’s gifts and ministries for your service, bringing your 
word to all who seek your transforming grace. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
 

P: Creator God, you proclaim your boundless love for all that you 
have made. Renew barren lands, polluted waters, and melting 
ice caps. Make us servants of your creation that brings forth 
abundant life. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
 

P: Righteous God, you bring down the mighty and lift up the lowly. 
Strengthen those who seek justice. Bless the work of community 
organizers, activists, journalists, and all who call our attention to 
imbalances of power. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
 

P: Compassionate God, you proclaim your love and mercy. Show 
your lovingkindness to teen parents and those who are pregnant. 
Comfort any struggling with infertility and those who await test 
results, are in treatment and hospice care, and others in need 
(especially). Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
 

P: Gracious God, you fill the hungry with good things. Bless the 
feeding ministries of this congregation and community. Guide us 
to share your bounty with those who hunger or live in poverty. 
Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 

P: Faithful God, you stir up the hearts of those who love you. We 
give you thanks for those who, like Mary, were courageous in 
their witness (especially). Give us such courage until that day 
when you fulfill all things. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
 

P: God of new life, you come among us in the places we least 
expect. Receive these prayers and those of our hearts, in the 
name of Jesus. 

C: Amen. 
 
 
 

 



EXCHANGE OF PEACE: 
 

P:    The peace of the Lord be with you always 
C:    And also with you 

(Please wave to your nearest worship neighbors) 
 
OFFERING PRAYER   
 

P: God of our waiting and watching, 
we offer the gifts of our hearts and our lives 
to the service of all your people. 
Prepare the way before us 
as we meet you in this simple meal, 
through Christ Jesus, our pathway and our peace. 

C: Amen. 
 

(Offering baskets will not be passed around.  At the conclusion of the 
service, please place your offering in designated baskets in the rear of 
the sanctuary.) 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

 WORDS OF INSTITUTION   “In the night in which he was betrayed…” 
 

 THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 

         Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 

 
DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 
 



+ POST COMMUNION PRAYER   
 
P: Most High God, 

you have come among us at this table. 
By the Spirit’s power, form us to be bearers of your word, 
sharing gifts of mercy and grace with all, 
through Christ Jesus, our host and our guest. 

C: Amen. 
 
+ BENEDICTION  
 
P: The God of hope 

fill us with all joy and peace in believing, 
so that we may abound in hope 
by the power of the Holy Spirit, 
through Christ Jesus for whom we wait. 

C: Amen. 
 
+ SENDING HYMN Lo, How a Rose Is Growing 
 
1 Lo, how a rose is growing, 
 a bloom of finest grace; 
 the prophets had foretold it: 
 a branch of Jesse’s race 
 would bear one perfect flow’r 
 here in the cold of winter 
 and darkest midnight hour. 
 
2 The rose of which I’m singing, 
 Isaiah had foretold. 
 He came to us through Mary, 
 who sheltered him from cold. 
 Through God’s eternal will 
 this child to us was given 
 at midnight calm and still. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

+THE DISMISSAL 
 
P: Go in peace. Christ is near. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Weekly Announcements 
 

Lector: Marga Conn     Music Director:  Chad Flynn     Video:  Don Gulliksen 
 
This Sunday (12/19) marks the fourth Sunday in the season of Advent.  The 
word “advent” is derived from a Latin word which means ”waiting” as we count 
down the Sundays remaining until Christmas. 
 
Assisting with our Advent wreath lighting ceremony this Sunday will be 
Walter and Marilyn Lapham. Thank you for participating in our liturgy. 
 
Thanks to everyone who made last Sunday's children's program such a 
success.  The children, teachers, and parents worked together to put on a 
wonderful show.  Thanks also to everyone who contributed to our luncheon.  An 
all around great day! 
 
Christmas Eve Worship Schedule:  3:30pm & 5:00pm.  Hope you can join us! 
 
Christmas Concert is this Sunday (12/19).  Mark your calendars for Sunday, 
December 19 at 3:00pm in our sanctuary. This year’s cantata is “Night of 
Wonder, Night of Joy”. Our choir and musicians will be joined by talented 
vocalists from the community as well as from the Jefferson Township High 
School Chamber Choir. You won’t want to miss this inspirational event. 
 
The ladies of the church would like to invite everyone to join them for a 
soup and bread luncheon immediately following the worship service on 
January 16, 2022.  For more information contact Peggy Hon (973-697-4391) or 
Marga Conn (475-330-4128) 
 
Can You Donate a New or Lightly Used Twin Sized Blanket (60”X90”) to aid 
the homeless?  Simply drop off the blankets in an area designated for such at 
our glass enclosed vestibule.  For more info:  Contact Nisha Zoeller at:  
nishazoeller@gmail.com This is a Girl Scout Troop 6114 project. 
 
Coffee Hour help needed.  Many say we have the best post-worship coffee 
hours in Morris County!  But your help is needed.  Please consider donating 
refreshments, coffee, milk, sugar to help feed the multitude. Thank you!  
 
Volunteers are needed to count the offering after church on Sunday 
mornings.  If you have any questions or would like to volunteer please contact 
Joan Cosgrove at (973-691-1705) or speak to her in church.  No experience 
necessary! 
 
Lectors (readers on Sunday mornings) are needed and appreciated.  Read 
the assigned Scripture for the day!  Sign up sheets are located in the rear of the 
sanctuary, or ask Pastor Jack for details:  jackspartan79@gmail.com 
 
Food Collections.  Please note: Please donate only NON-PERISHABLE food 
items.  Do not drop off milk, bread, or various dairy products as these items may 
spoil prior to public distribution. 
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Did you know…approximately two hundred viewers “tune in” each week through 
our internet streaming of the worship experience. We are reaching viewers as far 
as Texas, Florida, the Carolinas, Tennessee, Maine and now China!  Thanks to 
modern technology we are living out Jesus’ great commission to proclaim God’s 
Word near and far (see Matthew 28). 
 
All liturgical wording for our worship services comes from the national office 
of the ELCA (Evangelical Lutheran Church in America) and is the standard 
recommended Lutheran liturgy for all Lutheran congregations across the United 
States. 
 
Lunch & Learn Adult Bible Study will be offered again January 5. This 
popular series meets on the first and third Wednesdays of each month in the 
choir room. Join us at noon...bring a bag lunch.  Physical distancing and 
facial coverings will be mandatory. For those unable or uncomfortable attending 
in person, the Bible study will be live streamed through the ZOOM 
format.  Please contact Pastor Jack (jackspartan79@gmail.com) about the 
ZOOM link. 
 
Clothing Donations:  Please DO NOT drop off clothing at our church vestibule 
or lobby area.  Instead, please place all donated articles in the RED BIN in the 
rear parking lot of the church. Shoes, handbags, stuffed toys, and linens are 
accepted as well! For more information, contact Ellen Crane at 973-625-1353. 
 
Want to give electronically?  40% of our offerings now come in via electronic 
giving sources.  To learn more, simply go to our web page at 
www.rockawaylutheran.org and click on the “donate” button. . . then follow the 
simple instructions. Still not sure?  Please contact Donna Gulliksen at: 
Donna.Gulliksen@gmail.com or call her at 973-697-1895.  Regular offerings 
(with date and frequency of your choice) as well as one-time gifts can be 
established electronically.  All transactions are confidential. 
 

 
 
 

Upcoming Events 
 
 
Sun., Dec. 19  Annual Christmas Concert – 3:00pm in the sanctuary     
 
Fri., Dec. 24      Christmas Eve Worship – 3:30pm and 5:00pm 
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New Sermon Series 

“Fear Not!” 
 

What circumstances cause you to shiver in fear?  What keeps you 
up at night? Do fears and anxieties overwhelm you at times?  Join 
Pastor Jack as he explores the themes of fear…and faith… as 
outlined in our assigned Scripture texts each week.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
11/28/21  “Fear Not…We Have Jesus”  
12/5   “Fear Not…We are All in this Together” 
12/12  “Fear Not…We Have Prayer Support” 
12/19  “Fear Not…God Can Do Anything” 
12/24  “Fear Not…A Savior is Born” 
12/26  “Fear Not…God is in Control” 
1/2/22  “Fear Not… It’s a New Year…a New Beginning” 
1/9  “Fear Not…Your Baptism is Powerful” 
1/16  “Fear Not…Our Lord Brings Joy” 
1/23  “Fear Not…The Scriptures Are Fulfilled” 
1/30  “Fear Not…Your Enemies Shall Not Prevail” 
2/6  “Fear Not…God Will Provide” 
 
This twelve-part sermon series will help to assuage some of your 
greatest fears and assure you that God will strengthen you… and 
guide you through…even amid the most frightening times of life. 

 
 



 

 
 
 
 

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church 
508 Green Pond Road 
Rockaway, NJ 07866 

rockawaylutheran.org 
htlchurch@gmail.com 

973-625-0110 

 

Pastor:    Rev. Dr. Jack DiMatteo, jackspartan79@gmail.com 

Music Director:   Chad Flynn, bariflynn@yahoo.com  

Council President:    Joan Cosgrove, kikkired@verizon.net 

Sunday School Director:     Erin Osterhout, eosterhout@optonline.net   

Women’s Group President:     Marga Conn, tantemarga@outlook.com   

 

Office Hours:  Monday thru Thursday 9:00am – Noon 

 
 

mailto:htlchurch@gmail.com

