
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church 
Service of Holy Communion 

December 18, 2022 

(Note:  All wording for the liturgy and hymns will appear on our large 
monitor screens just above the altar area.) 
 

PRELUDE Christmas Time is Here                     by: Vince Guaraldi 
  
WELCOME FROM PASTOR JACK 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as 
the presiding minister begins. 

P: Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, 
who alone does wondrous things. 
Blessed be God’s name forever. 

C: Amen. 
 
P: Beloved, now is the time to wake from sleep. 

Let us confront our sins, 
and confess them to the one who is merciful and just. 

 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

 
P: God of new beginnings, 
C: we confess that we have not welcomed your holy reign. 

We have strayed from your paths. 
We prepare for war instead of peace. 
We dishonor one another and your creation. 
Purify us with your refining fire 
and set us again on your way of love, 
that we may bear fruit worthy of repentance, 
and welcome your coming among us. 
Amen. 

 
P: People of God, 

a new thing is growing in our midst, 
a tender branch, 
a living sign. 
By water and the Spirit you are joined to this wonder. 

You have put on ☩ Christ, 

and your sins have been washed away. 
Rejoice in the way of the Lord. 

C: Amen. 
 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH      Bob Klein & Pat Kaminski 



HYMN  Oh, Come, Oh, Come, Emmanuel 
 
4      O come, O Key of David, come, 

  and open wide our heav'nly home; 
  make safe the way that leads on high, 
  and close the path to misery. 

Refrain 
 Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
 shall come to you, O Israel. 
  
+HYMN               O Come, All Ye Faithful    #45 

 
1 O come, all ye faithful, 
 joyful and triumphant! 
 O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 
 come and behold him, 
 born the king of angels: 
 
Refrain 
 O come, let us adore him, 
 O come, let us adore him, 
 O come, let us adore him, 
 Christ the Lord! 
 
2 The highest, most holy, 
 light of light eternal, 
 born of a virgin, a mortal he comes; 
 Son of the Father 
 now in flesh appearing!  Refrain 
 
RECEPTION ON NEW MEMBERS 
 
APOSTOLIC GREETING 
 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
 
+ PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
P: Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant 

grace and might, free us from the sin that hinders our faith, that 
eagerly we may receive your promises, for you live and reign 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 
 
 
 



SCRIPTURE READING 
 
Romans 1:1-7 
 
Most of the Christians in Rome do not know Paul. In this letter’s opening 
he introduces himself as an apostle divinely appointed to spread God’s 
gospel. The gospel’s content is the promised coming of Christ, and 
Paul’s mission is to bring about the obedience of faith among all nations, 
including his Roman audience. 
 

1Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, set apart for the 
gospel of God, 2which he promised beforehand through his prophets in 
the holy scriptures, 3the gospel concerning his Son, who was descended 
from David according to the flesh 4and was declared to be Son of God 
with power according to the spirit of holiness by resurrection from the 
dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, 5through whom we have received grace and 
apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith among all the Gentiles 
for the sake of his name, 6including yourselves who are called to belong 
to Jesus Christ, 
 7To all God’s beloved in Rome, who are called to be saints: 
  Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION     #83 
 

Alleluia, Lord, to whom shall we go? 
You have the words of eternal life, Alleluia 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



GOSPEL READING 
 
Matthew 1:18-25 
 
Matthew’s story of Jesus’ birth focuses on the role of Joseph, who 
adopts the divinely-begotten child into the family of David and obediently 
gives him the name Jesus, which means “God saves.” 
 

18Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his 
mother Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived 
together, she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. 19Her 
husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to 
public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. 20But just when he had 
resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and 
said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, 
for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21She will bear a 
son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from 
their sins.” 22All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by the 
Lord through the prophet: 
 23“Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 
  and they shall name him Emmanuel,” 
which means, “God is with us.”24When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did 
as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife, 25but 
had no marital relations with her until she had borne a son; and he 
named him Jesus. 
 
CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PAGEANT 

HYMN   What Child Is This    #40 
 
1 What child is this, who, laid to rest, 
 on Mary's lap is sleeping? 
 Whom angels greet with anthems sweet 
 while shepherds watch are keeping? 
 This, this is Christ the king, 
 whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 
 haste, haste to bring him laud, 
 the babe, the son of Mary! 
 
3 So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh; 
 come, peasant, king, to own him. 
 The King of kings salvation brings; 
 let loving hearts enthrone him. 
 Raise, raise the song on high, 
 the virgin sings her lullaby; 
 joy, joy, for Christ is born, 
 the babe, the son of Mary! 
 



SERMON     “What is YOUR Role?” 

 
OFFERING  
 
OFFERTORY       #86 
 

Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord, and fill to the brim our cup of 
Blessing.  Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown, that we 
may be 
Fed with the bread of life.  Gather the hopes and dreams of all; 
unite them with the prayers we offer.  Grace our table with your 
presence, and give us a foretaste of the feast to come. 
 

OFFERTORY PRAYER   
 

P: Eternal God, 
you make the desert bloom 
and send springs of water to thirsty ground. 
Receive these simple gifts of bread, wine, and money, 
and make us messengers of your mercy and love 
for all in need of your healing and justice. 
We ask this through Christ our Savior. 

C: Amen. 
 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION   “In the night in which he was betrayed…” 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 

         Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 
 

LAMB OF GOD       #92 
 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: 
Grant us peace, grant us peace. 

 



DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 
+ POST COMMUNION PRAYER   
 
P: Faithful God, 

in this meal you have remembered your mercy, 
bringing heaven to earth in the body and blood of Christ. 
As we wait for the day when all your promises will be fulfilled, 
sustain us and strengthen us by this holy mystery. 
Guide us toward your promised future, 
coming to birth in Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 
 
+ BENEDICTION  
 
P: God the eternal Word, 

who dwells with us in Jesus, 
and who holds us in the grace of the Holy Spirit, 

☩ bless you now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 
+ SENDING HYMN Good Christian Friends, Rejoice #55 
 
1 Good Christian friends, rejoice 
 with heart and soul and voice; 
 give ye heed to what we say: 
 Jesus Christ is born today; 
 ox and ass before him bow, 
 and he is in the manger now. 
 Christ is born today! 
 Christ is born today! 
 
2 Good Christian friends, rejoice 
 with heart and soul and voice; 
 now ye hear of endless bliss: 
 Jesus Christ was born for this! 
 He has opened heaven's door, 
 and we are blest forevermore. 
 Christ was born for this! 
 Christ was born for this! 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
+THE DISMISSAL 
 
P: Go in peace. Christ is near. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE Linus and Lucy          Cedar Grove musicians 



Weekly Announcements 
 

Serving Today 
 

Lector:  Ruth Greiner   Video:  Don Gulliksen    
Usher: Ellen Crane & Marga Conn 

Communion Assistant:   Joan Cosgrove     Altar Guild: Joan Cosgrove       
CPIC: Ellen Crane     Counters: Joan Cosgrove & Matt Maitilasso 

Offering:  Lisa Bischer & Shannon Leifken 
 
 

Serving Next Week (12/25) 
 

Lector:  Volunteer    Video:  Don Gulliksen    
Usher: Ellen Crane & Marga Conn 

Communion Assistant:   Joan Cosgrove     Altar Guild: Joan Cosgrove       
CPIC: Ellen Crane     Counters: Joan Cosgrove & Matt Maitilasso 

Offering:  Lisa Bischer & Shannon Leifken 
 

 
Today we welcome Jennifer Foose as our musician. Thank you for sharing your 
gift of music with us.  
 
We also thank musicians from Cedar Grove High School who are providing 
special music for us this Sunday. 
 
Special thanks to Ruth Ann Greiner, creator and director of this year’s 
children’s play, “The Perfect Gift”. Thank you Ruth Ann for blessing us again with 
your creative talents.  
 
Christmas Eve/ Christmas Day Worship Schedule:   

12/24 – Worship at 3:30pm and 5:00pm; both services offer candlelight 
                            and communion  

12/25 – Christmas Day service – 11:00am with holy communion 
 
Thank you to those who provided Christmas gifts for the impoverished this 
year, and a special thank you to Miss Erin for coordinating this year’s campaign!  
 
Today we welcome our newest members to Holy Trinity: George and Joyce 
Maul.  May God bless them as they unite with the congregation! 
 
We are now concluding the liturgical season of Advent (four consecutive 
Sundays prior to Christmas). Special thanks to Bob Klein and Pat Kaminski 
who will be participating in our wreath ceremony this Sunday.  
 
Want to use our church building for your group or organization? Please 
submit your request(s) to our Congregation Council in writing or in email 
form to our President Joan Cosgrove at least one month in advance of intended 
building usage.  Joan’s email is:  kikkired@verizon.net   Groups are required to 
complete a Building Usage Agreement form and provide proof of liability 
insurance coverage listing Holy Trinity as “additionally insured”. 
 
Lunch & Learn Adult Bible Study will not be offered in December as per the 
wishes of the group. The next class will be offed in person and via ZOOM 
conferencing on January 4 at noon.  Please contact Pastor Jack 
(jackspartan79@gmail.com) about the ZOOM link. 

about:blank
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Did you know that Congregation Council meetings are open to the general 
public?  Non-Council visitors may have voice, but not vote as per our 
Constitution.  Come see what your leaders are up to lately!  The meetings are 
conducted monthly on the fourth Tuesday of each month at 7:00pm in the choir 
room. 
 
Communion Note:  The communion trays are configured in a certain way. Cups 
containing grape juice are in the center of the tray, and cups containing wine are 
near the edges of each serving tray.  
 
Lectors (readers on Sunday mornings) are needed and appreciated.  Read 
the assigned Scripture for the day!  Sign up sheets are located in the rear of the 
sanctuary, or ask Pastor Jack for details:  jackspartan79@gmail.com 
 
RISE UP is collecting toiletries to aid our locals.  Did you know that food 
stamps do not cover basic toiletry items like soap and shampoo?  Please donate 
items in the special bin located in our church vestibule. For more information, 
contact Angela Bloshuk at 973-476-0101 or email her at: 
riseupangela@gmail.com 

 
Want to give electronically?  40% of our offerings now come in via electronic 
giving sources.  To learn more, simply go to our web page at 
www.rockawaylutheran.org and click on the “donate” button. . . then follow the 
simple instructions.  Regular offerings (with date and frequency of your choice) 
as well as one-time gifts can be established electronically.  All transactions are 
confidential. 
 
 
 
 
 

Collections Update- 
 
Winter hats, mittens, gloves, and scarves are now being collected.  
 
For more information of these various clothing collections please contact 
Ellen Crane (973-625-1353). 
 
Please note: Any clothing other than sweaters and flannel shirts should be 
deposited in our outside red clothing bin, located in the rear parking lot. 
 
Non-perishable food items can be dropped off inside our front entrance 
vestibule.  Please do not donate perishable goods, such as milk, eggs, bread, 
and cheese. 
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The Perfect Gift 

 
Cast List 

 
 

Avery Egeland     Elin Maitilasso 
 
Emma Egeland     Soren Maitilasso 
 
Erika Egeland     Kacey Osterhout 
 
Evan Egeland     Christian Randazzo 
 
Patrick Egeland     Haakon Samuelson 
 
Levi Leifken     Bryce Williams 
 
Finn Lodato     Troy Williams 
 
Troy Lodato 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday School Staff 
 

Erin Osterhout – Superintendent   Pat Hatem 
 
Sue Egeland     Wendy Schutz 
 
Megan Hatem 

 


