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+ INDICATES THE CONGREGATION STANDS AS YOU ARE ABLE 

 
WELCOME FROM PASTOR JACK 
 
+ CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

P: Blessed be the Holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

 whose steadfast love is everlasting, 
 whose faithfulness endures from generation to generation. 
C: Amen. 
 
P: Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin. 
                                 Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
P: Reconciling God, 
 
C: We confess that we do not trust your abundance, 
 and we deny your presence in our lives. 
 We place our hope in ourselves 
 and rely on our own efforts. 
 We fail to believe that you provide enough for all. 
 
 We fear difference and do not welcome others 
 as you have welcomed us. 
 We sin in thought, word, and deed. 
 By your grace, forgive us; 
 through your love, renew us; 
 and in your Spirit, lead us; 
 so that we may live and serve you in newness of life.  

Amen. 
 
P: Beloved of God, 
 by the radical abundance of divine mercy 

 we have peace with God through ☩ Christ Jesus, 

 through whom we have obtained grace upon grace. 
 Our sins are forgiven. 
 Let us live now in hope.  Amen. 
 
+HYMN             Oh, That the Lord Would Guide My Ways  
 
1 Oh, that the Lord would guide my ways 
 to keep his statutes still! 
 Oh, that my God would grant me grace 
 to know and do his will! 
 
2 Order my footsteps by your word 
 and make my heart sincere; 
 let sin have no dominion, Lord, 



 but keep my conscience clear. 
 
SALUTATION   
 P: The Lord be with you. 
 C: And also with you. 
 
+ PRAYER OF THE DAY  

 
O God, with all your faithful followers of every age, we praise 
you, the rock of our life. Be our strong foundation and form us 
into the body of your Son, that we may gladly minister to all the 
world, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

 
SHARING OF THE ASSIGNED SCRIPTURE READINGS 
 

Romans 12:1-8 
 
In response to God’s merciful activity, we are to worship by living 
holistic, God-pleasing lives. Our values and viewpoints are not 
molded by the time in which we live but are transformed by the 
Spirit’s renewing work. God’s grace empowers different forms of 
service among Christians, but all forms of ministry function to 
build up the body of Christ. 
 
1I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of 
God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and 
acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. 2Do not be 
conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of 
your minds, so that you may discern what is the will of God—
what is good and acceptable and perfect. 
  3For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you 
not to think of yourself more highly than you ought to think, but to 
think with sober judgment, each according to the measure of 
faith that God has assigned. 4For as in one body we have many 
members, and not all the members have the same function, 5so 
we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we 
are members one of another. 6We have gifts that differ according 
to the grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to 
faith; 7ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; 8the 
exhorter, in exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the leader, in 
diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness. 
 
Matthew 16:13-20 
 
At a climactic point in Jesus’ ministry, God reveals to Peter that 
Jesus is “the Messiah, the Son of the living God,” and Jesus 
responds with the promise of a church that will overcome the 
very gates of Hades. 



 

13Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he 
asked his disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man 
is?” 14And they said, “Some say John the Baptist, but others 
Elijah, and still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 15He 
said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” 16Simon Peter 
answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living 
God.” 17And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon son 
of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but 
my Father in heaven. 18And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this 
rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not 
prevail against it. 19I will give you the keys of the kingdom of 
heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in 
heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in 
heaven.” 20Then he sternly ordered the disciples not to tell 
anyone that he was the Messiah. 
 

SERMON  "Paradigm Puzzles"  
 
QUIET TIME FOR REFLECTION & PRAYER    
               
HYMN OF THE DAY♫     Savior, like a Shepherd Lead Us 
 
1 Savior, like a shepherd lead us; 
 much we need your tender care. 
 In your pleasant pastures feed us, 
 for our use your fold prepare. 
 Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, 
 you have bought us; we are yours. 
 
2 We are yours; in love befriend us, 
 be the guardian of our way; 
 keep your flock, from sin defend us, 
 seek us when we go astray. 
 Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, 
 hear us children when we pray. 
                                
+THE APOSTLES CREED 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
He ascended into heaven, 



He is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

  
+ EXCHANGE OF PEACE: 
 
P:   The peace of the Lord be with you always 
C:   And also with you 

(Please wave to your nearest worship neighbors) 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
 
(Offering baskets will not be passed around.  At the conclusion of the 
service, please place your offering in designated baskets in the rear of 
the sanctuary.) 
 
P:  God of goodness and growth, 
 all creation is yours, 
 and your faithfulness is as firm as the heavens. 
 Water and word, wine and bread: 
 these are signs of your abundant grace. 
 Nourish us through these gifts, 
 that we might proclaim your steadfast love 
 in our communities and in the world, 
 through Jesus Christ, our strength and our song. 
C: Amen. 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 WORDS OF INSTITUTION   “In the night in which he was betrayed…” 
 
 THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
 Our Father in heaven, 

 hallowed be your name, 
 your kingdom come, 
 your will be done, 



 on earth as in heaven. 
 

 Give us today our daily bread. 
 Forgive us our sins 

 as we forgive those 
 who sin against us. 
 

 Save us from the time of trial 
 and deliver us from evil. 

 For the kingdom, the power, 
 and the glory are yours, 
 now and forever. Amen. 
 

 DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 
(At the invitation of the pastor, please open your communion kit and 
consume the host and grape juice) 
 
+ POST COMMUNION BLESSING 
 
 P:  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and 

keep you in his grace. 
 C: Amen. 
 
+ POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
 
 P: God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation 

you have united us with Christ, making us one with all your 
people. Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we 
may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue 
forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

 C:  Amen. 
 
+ BENEDICTION  
 
+ SENDING HYMN         Jesus, Priceless Treasure 
 
1 Jesus, priceless treasure, 
 source of purest pleasure, 
 truest friend to me: 
 ah, how long I’ve panted, 
 and my heart has fainted, 
 thirsting, Lord, for thee! 
 Thine I am, O spotless Lamb; 
 I will suffer nought to hide thee, 
 nought I ask beside thee. 
 
2 In thine arm I rest me; 
 foes who would molest me 
 cannot reach me here. 



 Though the earth be shaking, 
 ev’ry heart be quaking, 
 Jesus calms my fear. 
 Sin and hell in conflict fell 
 with their bitter storms assail me, 
 Jesus will not fail me. 
                                         
    ANNOUNCEMENTS & DISMISSAL 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Weekly Announcements 
 

Lector:  Al Buechler   Music Director:  Chad Flynn   Video:  Don Gulliksen 

 
Are your children restless during worship?  Our nursery room and 
Sunday School classrooms are available; one room per family, first 
come-first serve basis. Please remember to turn off the lights and 
straighten up when you leave. 
  
Thank you for all your generous financial support to the ministries 
of Holy Trinity, especially during our COVID-19 building shut 
down.  The ministries continued, even when our building was closed, 
thanks to your gifts. 
  
Want to give electronically?  40% of our offerings now come in via 
electronic giving sources.  To learn more, simply go to our web page at 
www.rockawaylutheran.org and click on the “donate” button. . . then 
follow the simple instructions. Still not sure?  Please contact Donna 
Gulliksen at: Donna.Gulliksen@gmail.com or call her at 973-697-1895.  
Regular offerings (with date and frequency of your choice) as well as 
one-time gifts can be established electronically.  All transactions are 
confidential. 
  
RISE UP Rockaway, Inc. wishes to thank all in the community who have 
supported the COVID-19 Relief campaign.  To date, over $12,000 was 
raised to help those economically affected by the pandemic.  To donate, 
simply go to riseupnj.org and click the donate button, or mail your checks 
to:  RISE UP, c/o Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, 508 Green Pond Rd., 
Rockaway, 07866. 
  
First Holy Communion Classes, originally scheduled in March/April, 
will be rescheduled to this Fall.  Watch future announcements for details. 
 
Adult Bible Study – Plans are being discussed for a ZOOM Bible study 
option for Lunch & Learn Wednesdays beginning in September.  There 
may be an opportunity to gather “in person” with adequate social 
distancing, facial coverings, state allowances, etc. Please check future 
announcements for details. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.rockawaylutheran.org/
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Coming in August        5-Part Sermon Series 
 

“Faith for Troubling Times” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Join Pastor Jack each Sunday morning as he shares the 
assigned Sunday scriptures from the perspective of faith 
under pressure.  Each week, timely advice comes from 
the Word of God: 
 
8/2  Don’t Focus on the Impossible 
 
8/9  Don’t Focus on Fear & Doubt 
 
8/16  Don’t Focus on Previous Disappointments 
 
8/23  Don’t Focus on HUMAN Solutions 
 
8/30  Don’t Focus Solely on YOUR Plans 
 

++++++ 
 

All sermons will be archived on our web site as well as on Facebook 
and YouTube media.  Don’t miss these encouraging messages! 
 


