
 
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church 
Service of Holy Communion 

January 16, 2021 

(Note:  All wording for the liturgy and hymns will appear on our large 
monitor screens just above the altar area.) 
 

 
WELCOME FROM PASTOR JACK 
 
CHILDREN’S SERMON 
 
+HYMN                     Bright and Glorious Is the Sky 
 
1 Bright and glorious is the sky, 
 radiant are the heavens high 
 where the golden stars are shining. 
 All their rays to earth inclining 
 beckon us to heav’n above, 
 beckon us to heav’n above. 
 
2 On that holy Christmas night 
 through the darkness beamed a light; 
 all the stars above were paling, 
 all their luster slowly failing 
 as the Christmas star drew nigh, 
 as the Christmas star drew nigh. 
 
SALUTATION   
 
 P: The Lord be with you. 
 C: And also with you. 
 
+ PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
P: Lord God, source of every blessing, you showed forth your glory 

and led many to faith by the works of your Son, who brought 
gladness and salvation to his people. Transform us by the Spirit 
of his love, that we may find our life together in him, Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SHARING OF THE ASSIGNED SCRIPTURE READINGS 
 
1 Corinthians 12:1-11 
 

The congregation at Corinth experienced division as people were 
comparing their spiritual gifts, thinking some to be superior to others. 
Paul invites this fractured community to trust that God’s Holy Spirit has 
gifted them all perfectly for their mission together. 
 

1Now concerning spiritual gifts, brothers and sisters, I do not want you to 
be uninformed. 2You know that when you were pagans, you were enticed 
and led astray to idols that could not speak. 3Therefore I want you to 
understand that no one speaking by the Spirit of God ever says “Let 
Jesus be cursed!” and no one can say “Jesus is Lord” except by the Holy 
Spirit. 
  4Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; 5and there are 
varieties of services, but the same Lord; 6and there are varieties of 
activities, but it is the same God who activates all of them in 
everyone. 7To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the 
common good. 8To one is given through the Spirit the utterance of 
wisdom, and to another the utterance of knowledge according to the 
same Spirit, 9to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of 
healing by the one Spirit, 10to another the working of miracles, to another 
prophecy, to another the discernment of spirits, to another various kinds 
of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. 11All these are 
activated by one and the same Spirit, who allots to each one individually 
just as the Spirit chooses. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



John 2:1-11 
 

Turning water to wine at the wedding at Cana is described as the first of 
Jesus’ signs. Through many such epiphanies, Jesus reveals that he 
bears God’s creative power and joyful presence into the world. 
 

1On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the 
mother of Jesus was there. 2Jesus and his disciples had also been 
invited to the wedding. 3When the wine gave out, the mother of Jesus 
said to him, “They have no wine.” 4And Jesus said to her, “Woman, what 
concern is that to you and to me? My hour has not yet come.” 5His 
mother said to the servants, “Do whatever he tells you.” 6Now standing 
there were six stone water jars for the Jewish rites of purification, each 
holding twenty or thirty gallons. 7Jesus said to them, “Fill the jars with 
water.” And they filled them up to the brim. 8He said to them, “Now draw 
some out, and take it to the chief steward.” So they took it. 9When the 
steward tasted the water that had become wine, and did not know where 
it came from (though the servants who had drawn the water knew), the 
steward called the bridegroom 10and said to him, “Everyone serves the 
good wine first, and then the inferior wine after the guests have become 
drunk. But you have kept the good wine until now.” 11Jesus did this, the 
first of his signs, in Cana of Galilee, and revealed his glory; and his 
disciples believed in him. 
 
SERMON        “Fear Not: “Our Lord Brings Joy”  

Part 9 of a twelve-part sermon series  
      "Fear Not” 

 
CHOIR ANTHEM   
  
HYMN OF THE DAY      The First Noel 
  

1      The first Noel the angel did say 
        was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay; 
        in fields where they lay, keeping their sheep, 
        on a cold winter's night that was so deep. 
  
Refrain 
        Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel! 
        Born is the King of Israel. 
  
2      They looked up and saw a star 
        shining in the east beyond them far; 
        and to the earth it gave great light, 
        and so it continued both day and night.  Refrain 

 
 
 
 



+THE PRAYERS                                     (See “Celebrate” bulletin insert) 
 

P: The Spirit of the Lord is poured out upon us in abundance; so we 
are bold to pray for the church, the world, and all that God has 
made. 

A brief silence. 
 

P: By your Spirit, activate within your church gifts of faith, healing, 
and prophecy. Unite those who profess your name across 
congregations, denominations, and geographic boundaries. 
Open our hearts to recognize and celebrate surprising miracles. 
God of grace, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 

P: Your creation reflects your generosity. Bless farmers, migrant 
farmworkers, orchard-keepers, ranchers, and all who tend the 
abundance of the land. Protect food and water sources from 
destruction, that all can eat and drink and be satisfied. God of 
grace, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 

P: By your Spirit, grant wisdom, knowledge, and discernment to 
those who hold leadership positions at any level. Direct 
policymakers toward compassionate decisions that build up safe 
and just communities. Lead all authorities in seeking and serving 
the common good. God of grace, 

C:  hear our prayer. 
 

P: As Jesus provided generously in a moment of need, provide 
generous gifts of healing for those in need this day (especially). 
Provide abundantly for all who are hungry or thirsty, all seeking 
shelter, and all who seek peace. God of grace, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 

P: You see us for who we are and you delight in us. Embrace those 
struggling with self-worth, wrestling with self-identity, or facing 
significant life transition. Remind us that nothing can separate us 
from your love. God of grace, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 

P: You bless us through the spiritual gifts of the saints who have 
gone before us. We give thanks for the life of Martin Luther King 
Jr. and all who have modeled the way of courageous faith 
(especially). God of grace, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 

P: Since we have such great hope in your promises, O God, we lift 
these and all of our prayers to you in confidence and faith; 
through Jesus Christ our Savior. 

C: Amen. 



 

EXCHANGE OF PEACE: 
 

P:    The peace of the Lord be with you always 
C:    And also with you 

(Please wave to your nearest worship neighbors) 
 
OFFERING PRAYER   
 

P: Blessed are you, O God, 
Sovereign of the universe. 
You offer us new beginnings 
and guide us on our journey. 
Lead us to your table, 
nourish us with this heavenly food, 
and prepare us to carry your love 
to a hungry world, 
in the name of Christ our light. 

C: Amen. 
 

(Offering baskets will not be passed around.  At the conclusion of the 
service, please place your offering in designated baskets in the rear of 
the sanctuary.) 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

 WORDS OF INSTITUTION   “In the night in which he was betrayed…” 
 

 THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 

         Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 

 



DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 
+ POST COMMUNION PRAYER   
 
P: We give you thanks, gracious God, 

for we have feasted on the abundance of your house. 
Send us to bring good news 
and to proclaim your favor to all, 
strengthened with the richness of your grace 
in your Son, Jesus Christ. 

C: Amen. 
 
+ BENEDICTION  
 
P: God, who leads you in pathways of righteousness, 

who rejoices over you, 
and who calls you by name, 

☩ bless your going out and your coming in, 

today and forever. 
C: Amen. 
 
+ SENDING HYMN It Came upon the Midnight Clear 

 
1 It came upon the midnight clear, 
 that glorious song of old, 
 from angels bending near the earth 
 to touch their harps of gold: 
 "Peace on the earth, good will to all, 
 from heav'n's all-gracious king." 
 The world in solemn stillness lay 
 to hear the angels sing. 
 
2 Still through the cloven skies they come 
 with peaceful wings unfurled, 
 and still their heav'nly music floats 
 o'er all the weary world. 
 Above its sad and lowly plains 
 they bend on hov'ring wing, 
 and ever o'er its babel sounds 
 the blessed angels sing. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

+THE DISMISSAL 
 
P: Go with Christ into a weary world. 

Share the good news. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

 



Weekly Announcements 
 

Lector: Marga Conn     Music Director:  Chad Flynn     Video:  Don Gulliksen 
 
 
We are now into the liturgical season of Epiphany. The word “epiphany” 
literally means “manifestation”.  The Gospel readings for this season reflect ways 
in which Jesus’ divinity became revealed to the world in and through his public 
ministry.  
 
The Worship Team will meet for a planning session on Sunday, January 30 
at 12:30pm in the choir room.  A ZOOM video link will be available for those 
joining from home.  The link will be available soon.  
 
The ladies of WELCA will be meeting immediately following the worship 
service on January 16th.  All ladies of the Church are welcome. 
 
Help is needed "de-greening" the sanctuary. We hope you can remain after 
worship for a while to help take down and store our Christmas trees and 
decorations.  "Many hands make light work".  Thank you! 
 
We're looking for a few good men. - Have you ever wanted to be in a Holy 
Trinity production?  Too old for the Children's Program?  You may be in luck.  We 
are looking for four (4) men of various ages to perform in this year's Lenten play 
on April 3.  If you are interested, please speak to Ruth Ann Greiner after church 
or call (973-366-3922). 
 
Offering envelopes are now available on the table in the back.  We will not 
be printing individual boxed envelope sets this year.  Please feel free to take 
some of the preprinted envelopes from the back and write your name in the 
space provided. 
 
Can You Donate a New or Lightly Used Twin Sized Blanket (60”X90”) to aid 
the homeless?  Simply drop off the blankets in an area designated for such at 
our glass enclosed vestibule.  For more info:  Contact Nisha Zoeller at:  
nishazoeller@gmail.com This is a Girl Scout Troop 6114 project. 
 
Coffee Hours are temporarily suspended.  Due to the increased spike in Covid 
infection rates, our weekly post-worship coffee hours will be suspended for the 
month of January. 
 
Volunteers are needed to count the offering after church on Sunday 
mornings.  If you have any questions or would like to volunteer please contact 
Joan Cosgrove at (973-691-1705) or speak to her in church.  No experience 
necessary! 
 
Lectors (readers on Sunday mornings) are needed and appreciated.  Read 
the assigned Scripture for the day!  Sign up sheets are located in the rear of the 
sanctuary, or ask Pastor Jack for details:  jackspartan79@gmail.com 
 
Food Collections.  Please note: Please donate only NON-PERISHABLE food 
items.  Do not drop off milk, bread, or various dairy products as these items may 
spoil prior to public distribution. 
 

about:blank
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Did you know…approximately two hundred viewers “tune in” each week through 
our internet streaming of the worship experience. We are reaching viewers as far 
as Texas, Florida, the Carolinas, Tennessee, Maine and now China!  Thanks to 
modern technology we are living out Jesus’ great commission to proclaim God’s 
Word near and far (see Matthew 28). 
 
All liturgical wording for our worship services comes from the national office 
of the ELCA (Evangelical Lutheran Church in America) and is the standard 
recommended Lutheran liturgy for all Lutheran congregations across the United 
States. 
 
Lunch & Learn Adult Bible Study will be offered again January 19 via ZOOM 
video link only from noon – 1:00pm. ..  Please contact Pastor Jack 
(jackspartan79@gmail.com) about the ZOOM link. 
 
Clothing Donations:  Please DO NOT drop off clothing at our church vestibule 
or lobby area.  Instead, please place all donated articles in the RED BIN in the 
rear parking lot of the church. Shoes, handbags, stuffed toys, and linens are 
accepted as well! For more information, contact Ellen Crane at 973-625-1353. 
 
Want to give electronically?  40% of our offerings now come in via electronic 
giving sources.  To learn more, simply go to our web page at 
www.rockawaylutheran.org and click on the “donate” button. . . then follow the 
simple instructions. Still not sure?  Please contact Donna Gulliksen at: 
Donna.Gulliksen@gmail.com or call her at 973-697-1895.  Regular offerings 
(with date and frequency of your choice) as well as one-time gifts can be 
established electronically.  All transactions are confidential. 
 

New Sermon Series 

“Fear Not!” 
 

What circumstances cause you to shiver in fear?  What keeps you up at night? Do fears 
and anxieties overwhelm you at times?  Join Pastor Jack as he explores the themes of 
fear…and faith… as outlined in our assigned Scripture texts each week.  
 
11/28/21  “Fear Not…We Have Jesus”  
12/5   “Fear Not…We are All in this Together” 
12/12  “Fear Not…We Have Prayer Support” 
12/19  “Fear Not…God Can Do Anything” 
12/24  “Fear Not…A Savior is Born” 
12/26  “Fear Not…God is in Control” 
1/2/22  “Fear Not… It’s a New Year…a New Beginning” 
1/9  “Fear Not…Your Baptism is Powerful” 
1/16  “Fear Not…Our Lord Brings Joy” 
1/23  “Fear Not…The Scriptures Are Fulfilled” 
1/30  “Fear Not…Your Enemies Shall Not Prevail” 
2/6  “Fear Not…God Will Provide” 
 
This twelve-part sermon series will help to assuage some of your greatest fears and 
assure you that God will strengthen you… and guide you through…even amid the most 
frightening times of life. 
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