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+ INDICATES THE CONGREGATION STANDS AS YOU ARE ABLE 

 
WELCOME FROM PASTOR JACK 
 
CHILDREN’S SERMON 
 

+HYMN♫          Lo, How a Rose Is Growing 
 
1 Lo, how a rose is growing, 
 a bloom of finest grace; 
 the prophets had foretold it: 
 a branch of Jesse’s race 
 would bear one perfect flow’r 
 here in the cold of winter 
 and darkest midnight hour. 
 
2 The rose of which I’m singing, 
 Isaiah had foretold. 
 He came to us through Mary, 
 who sheltered him from cold. 
 Through God’s eternal will 
 this child to us was given 
 at midnight calm and still. 

 
SALUTATION   
 
 P: The Lord be with you. 
 C: And also with you. 
 
+ PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
Almighty God, in choosing the virgin Mary to be the mother of your Son, 
you made known your gracious regard for the poor, the lowly, and the 
despised. Grant us grace to receive your word in humility, and so to be 
made one with your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SHARING OF THE ASSIGNED SCRIPTURE READINGS 
 
Galatians 4:4-7 
 
In the promise of the Incarnation, Jesus Christ embodies God’s mother-
father heart, in love claiming people as adopted children. 
 

4When the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a 
woman, born under the law, 5in order to redeem those who were under 
the law, so that we might receive adoption as children. 6And because you 
are children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, 
“Abba! Father!” 7So you are no longer a slave but a child, and if a child 
then also an heir, through God. 
 
Luke 1:46-55 
 
Mary’s song, the Magnificat, serves as a thematic anthem for God’s work 
in the world and therefore for the ministry of her son, Jesus. In Mary’s 
praise we hear of a saving God who remembers the humble, scatters the 
proud, lifts up the lowly, and fulfills all things. 
 

46Mary said, 
 “My soul magnifies the Lord, 
  47and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 
 48for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. 
  Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 
 49for the Mighty One has done great things for me, 
  and holy is his name. 
 50His mercy is for those who fear him 
  from generation to generation. 
 51He has shown strength with his arm; 
  he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. 
 52He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, 
  and lifted up the lowly; 
 53he has filled the hungry with good things, 
  and sent the rich away empty. 
 54He has helped his servant Israel, 
  in remembrance of his mercy, 
 55according to the promise he made to our ancestors, 
  to Abraham and to his descendants forever.” 
 
SERMON  “Turning to Focus Back on God” 
 
QUIET TIME FOR REFLECTION & PRAYER   
  
 
 
 
 



HYMN OF THE DAY♫       My Soul Now Magnifies the Lord 
 
1 My soul now magnifies the Lord; 
 my spirit leaps for joy in him. 
 He keeps me in his kind regard, 
 and I am blest for time to come. 
 
2 For he alone who shows such might 
 has done amazing things to me. 
 His mercy flows; his name like light 
 remains in time perpetually. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



+THE PRAYERS                                  (See “Celebrate” bulletin insert) 
 
P: Rooted in Christ and sustained by the Spirit, we offer our prayers 

for the church, the world, and all of creation. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

P:  You have revealed your love for people overlooked and cast 
aside, sending your son to be born among the humble and poor. 
Send your church to proclaim good news to those who feel 
abandoned, despised, or rejected and make our congregations 
places of genuine welcome and hospitality. God, in your mercy, 

C:  hear our prayer. 
 

P: All creation longs for healing and restoration. Thwart the 
destruction of plant and animal habitats and amplify the voices of 
those who advocate for wise stewardship of the earth’s 
resources. God, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 

P: We remember your promise to our ancestors and look to you for 
justice. Expose pride, greed, and exploitation wherever it is 
found and raise up humble leaders who act on behalf of those 
who are poor, oppressed, or in other need. God, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 

P: Your Spirit lives in our hearts and makes us heirs of salvation. 
Rescue us from shame and dishonor. Lift up the lowly, fill the 
hungry with good things, and have mercy on those who turn to 
you for help (especially). God, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 

P: Mary’s song of praise and amazement echoes through this 
assembly. Attend to those in this congregation expecting a child 
and console those struggling to conceive. Come to the aid of 
those enduring a difficult pregnancy and those who have 
experienced a miscarriage. God, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 

P: We give thanks for the saints who have found refuge in you, O 
God (especially Mary, mother of Jesus). As you have delivered 
them from all their afflictions, so save us from all our earthly 
troubles until that day when we sing your praise together in 
heaven. God, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 

P: We lift these and all our prayers to you, O God, confident in the 
promise of your saving love; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 
 



 EXCHANGE OF PEACE: 
 
P:   The peace of the Lord be with you always 
C:   And also with you 

(Please wave to your nearest worship neighbors) 
 

OFFERING PRAYER   
 
God of goodness and growth, 
all creation is yours, 
and your faithfulness is as firm as the heavens. 
Water and word, wine and bread: 
these are signs of your abundant grace. 
Nourish us through these gifts, 
that we might proclaim your steadfast love 
in our communities and in the world, 
through Jesus Christ, our strength and our song. 

Amen. 
 
(Offering baskets will not be passed around.  At the conclusion of the 
service, please place your offering in designated baskets in the rear of 
the sanctuary.) 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
 WORDS OF INSTITUTION   “In the night in which he was betrayed…” 
 
 THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 

         Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 



DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 
(At the invitation of the pastor, please open your communion kit and 
consume the host and grape juice) 
 
+ POST COMMUNION PRAYER   
 
P: God of the welcome table, 

in this meal we have feasted on your goodness 
and have been united by your presence among us. 
Empower us to go forth sustained by these gifts 
so that we may share your neighborly love with all, 
through Jesus Christ, the giver of abundant life. 

 
C: Amen. 
 
+ BENEDICTION  
 
P: Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, 

nor things present, nor things to come, 
nor powers, nor height, nor depth, 
nor anything else in all creation, 
will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. 

God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ, 

and the Holy Spirit, the comforter, 
bless you and keep you in eternal love. 

 
C: Amen. 
 
+ SENDING HYMN Rise Up, O Saints of God! 
 
1 Rise up, O saints of God! 
 From vain ambitions turn; 
 Christ rose triumphant that your hearts 
 with nobler zeal might burn. 
 
2 Speak out, O saints of God! 
 Despair engulfs earth’s frame; 
 as heirs of God’s baptismal grace, 
 his word of hope proclaim. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
+THE DISMISSAL 
 
P: Go in peace. Be the light of Christ. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

 
 
 



Weekly Announcements 
 

Lector: Robert Klein    Music Director:  Chad Flynn   Video:  Don Gulliksen 

 
 
Special thanks to Al Buechler and Jay Decker who filled in beautifully while 
Pastor Jack was away on vacation.  We are blessed with such talented and 
faithful leadership. 
 
Today we welcome Bob Klein to our lectern.  Bob is one of our newest 
members and is making his debut as lector at Holy Trinity. Thanks Bob, for 
stepping forward in this valuable area of service. 
 
Volunteers are needed to count the offering after church on Sunday 
mornings.  If you have any questions or would like to volunteer please contact 
Joan Cosgrove at (973-601-1705) or speak to her in church.  No experience 
necessary! 
 
Mark your calendars!  The church comes back to life in a big way on Sunday, 
September 12 with the first day of Sunday School and the return of our post-
worship coffee hours.  Watch future bulletins for details. 
 
Lectors (readers on Sunday mornings) are needed and appreciated.  Read 
the assigned Scripture for the day!  Sign up sheets are located in the rear of the 
sanctuary, or ask Pastor Jack for details:  jackspartan79@gmail.com 
 
Did you notice that we are planting a community vegetable garden behind 
the church?  The “harvest” to be donated to our local impoverished.  For more 
info on volunteering/supporting this effort, please contact Shannon Leifken at:  
shannonleifken@gmail.com or call 973-570-2136. 
 
Volunteers are greatly needed to help with our Fall Festival. (see paragraph 
below) If you can help, even for just an hour or two, please see the sign-up 
board in the rear of our sanctuary, or contact Matt Maitilasso at 973-876-0973 or 
email at lawnpridenj@yahoo.com 
 
Fall Festival is Coming!  Mark your calendars to participate in our annual 
community Fall Festival, September 25 from noon to 5pm (rain date 9/26, 1:00-
6:00). Food, vendors, car show, live band, and more!  For more information, 
contact Matt Maitilasso at 973-876-0973 or email at lawnpridenj@yahoo.com  
Business sponsors and vendors are being recruited now! CDC guidelines will be 
followed, especially for masking and physical distancing. 
 
Food Collections.  Please note:  Please donate only NON-PERISHABLE food 
items.  Do not drop off milk, bread, or various dairy products as these items may 
spoil prior to public distribution. 
 
Did you know…approximately two hundred viewers “tune in” each week through 
our internet streaming of the worship experience. We are reaching viewers as far 
as Texas, Florida, the Carolinas, Tennessee, Maine and now China!  Thanks to 
modern technology we are living out Jesus’ great commission to proclaim God’s 
Word near and far (see Matthew 28). 
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All liturgical wording for our worship services comes from the national office 
of the ELCA (Evangelical Lutheran Church in America) and is the standard 
recommended Lutheran liturgy for all Lutheran congregations across the United 
States. 
 
Lunch & Learn Adult Bible Study will be offered again on August 18.   Join 
us at noon...bring a bag lunch.  Physical distancing and facial coverings will be 
mandatory. For those unable or uncomfortable attending in person, the Bible 
study will be live streamed through the ZOOM format.  Please contact Pastor 
Jack (jackspartan79@gmail.com) about the ZOOM link. 
 
Clothing Donations:  Please DO NOT drop off clothing at our church vestibule 
or lobby area.  Instead, please place all donated articles in the RED BIN in the 
rear parking lot of the church. Shoes, handbags, stuffed toys, and linens are 
accepted as well! For more information, contact Ellen Crane at 973-625-1353. 
 
Want to give electronically?  40% of our offerings now come in via electronic 
giving sources.  To learn more, simply go to our web page at 
www.rockawaylutheran.org and click on the “donate” button. . . then follow the 
simple instructions. Still not sure?  Please contact Donna Gulliksen at: 
Donna.Gulliksen@gmail.com or call her at 973-697-1895.  Regular offerings 
(with date and frequency of your choice) as well as one-time gifts can be 
established electronically.  All transactions are confidential. 
 
 
 
 

Upcoming Events 
 
Sun. Aug. 15 - Worship - 11:00am 
 
Mon. Aug. 16 - Fall Festival Planning Meeting in choir room at 7:00pm. 
 
Wed. Aug. 18 -  Lunch & Learn Adult Bible Study. In person meeting     
                             in choir room with ZOOM link option. Noon. 
 
Thur., Aug. 19 - RISE UP Community Meeting- general public invited - 7:00pm 
                            in choir room 
 
Sun., Aug. 22 - Worship 11:00am 
 
Tues., Aug. 24 - No Council Meeting; Summer break 
 
Sun., Aug. 29 - Worship - 11:00am 
 
 

Looking Ahead: 
 
Sun., Sept. 5  - Worship 11:00am 
Sept. 12 -         Worship - 11:00am 
                         First Day of Sunday School 
                         Post Worship Coffee Hour Resumes 
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