
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church 
Service of Holy Communion 

January 29, 2023 

(Note:  All wording for the liturgy and hymns will appear on our large 
monitor screens just above the altar area.) 
 

WELCOME  
 
CHILDREN’S SERMON 
 
PRELUDE "Prelude on Beach Spring"          Arr. Joshua Evanovich 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as 
the presiding minister begins. 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who makes all things new, 
whose mercy endures forever. 

C: Amen. 
 
P: Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

P: Holy One, source of our renewal, 
C: we confess that we are wrapped up in sin, 

and cannot free ourselves. 
We have not practiced your righteousness. 
Our hearts have turned away from you. 
For the sake of the world you so love, 
forgive us, 
that we may be reconciled to one another 
for the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 

 
P: Thus says our God: 

“The former things have come to pass 
and new things I now declare.” 
God’s mercy makes us new. 

We are forgiven in the name of ☩ Christ our Savior. 

C: Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 



+HYMN               Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service #423 
 
1 Lord, whose love in humble service 

bore the weight of human need, 
who upon the cross, forsaken, 
worked your mercy’s perfect deed: 
we, your servants, bring the worship 
not of voice alone, but heart; 
consecrating to your purpose 
ev’ry gift which you impart. 
 

2 Still your children wander homeless; 
still the hungry cry for bread; 
still the captives long for freedom; 
still in grief we mourn our dead. 
As you, Lord, in deep compassion 
healed the sick and freed the soul, 
by your Spirit send your power 
to our world to make it whole. 
 

3 As we worship, grant us vision, 
till your love’s revealing light 
in its height and depth and greatness 
dawns upon our quickened sight, 
making known the needs and burdens 
your compassion bids us bear, 
stirring us to ardent service, 
your abundant life to share. 

 
APOSTOLIC GREETING 
 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE      p. 81 
 

This is the feast of victory for our God.  Alleluia. 
Worthy is the Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us 
free to be people of God.  Power and riches and wisdom and 
strength, and honor and blessing and glory are his. 
This is the feast of victory for our God.  Alleluia. 
sing with all the people of God and join in the 
hymn of all creation:  Blessing and honor and glory and 
might be to God and the Lamb forever.  Amen. 
This is the feast of victory for our God, for the lamb who was slain 
Has begun his reign.  Alleluia, Alleluia. 



+ PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
P: Holy God, you confound the world’s wisdom in giving your 

kingdom to the lowly and the pure in heart. Give us such a 
hunger and thirst for justice, and perseverance in striving for 
peace, that in our words and deeds the world may see the life of 
your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SCRIPTURE READING 
 
Micah 6:1-8 
 
With the mountains and the foundations of the earth as the jury, God 
brings a lawsuit against Israel. God has “wearied” Israel with a long 
history of saving acts. God does not want or expect lavish sacrifices to 
attempt to earn divine favor. Rather God empowers the people to do 
justice, to love loyalty to God, and to walk shrewdly in God’s service. 
 
 1Hear what the LORD says: 
  Rise, plead your case before the mountains, 
  and let the hills hear your voice. 
 2Hear, you mountains, the controversy of the LORD, 
  and you enduring foundations of the earth; 
 for the LORD has a controversy with his people, 
  and he will contend with Israel. 
 
 3“O my people, what have I done to you? 
  In what have I wearied you? Answer me! 
 4For I brought you up from the land of Egypt, 
  and redeemed you from the house of slavery; 
 and I sent before you Moses, 
  Aaron, and Miriam. 
 5O my people, remember now what King Balak of Moab devised, 
  what Balaam son of Beor answered him, 
 and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal, 
  that you may know the saving acts of the LORD.” 
 
 6“With what shall I come before the LORD, 
  and bow myself before God on high? 
 Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, 
  with calves a year old? 
 7Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams, 
  with ten thousands of rivers of oil? 
 Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, 
  the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” 
 8He has told you, O mortal, what is good; 
  and what does the LORD require of you 
 but to do justice, and to love kindness, 
  and to walk humbly with your God? 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION     p. 83 
 

Alleluia, Lord, to whom shall we go? 
You have the words of eternal life, Alleluia 

 
 
 



GOSPEL READING 
 
Matthew 5:1-12 
 
Jesus opens the Sermon on the Mount by naming those who are blessed 
in the reign of God. 
 

1When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat 
down, his disciples came to him. 2Then he began to speak, and taught 
them, saying: 
 3“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
 4“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 
 5“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 
 6“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they 
will be filled. 
 7“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 
 8“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 
 9“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 
 10“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for 
theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
 11“Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and 
utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. 12Rejoice and be 
glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they 
persecuted the prophets who were before you.” 
 
SERMON     "What Makes God Happy?” 
 
HYMN   The Church of Christ, in Every Age  #433 
 
1 The church of Christ, in ev'ry age 
 beset by change, but Spirit-led, 
 must claim and test its heritage 
 and keep on rising from the dead. 
 
2 Across the world, across the street, 
 the victims of injustice cry 
 for shelter and for bread to eat, 
 and never live before they die. 
 
3 Then let the servant church arise, 
 a caring church that longs to be 
 a partner in Christ's sacrifice, 
 and clothed in Christ's humanity. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



+THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the 
dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy Christian church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

  
OFFERING  
 
OFFERTORY       p. 86 
 

Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord, and fill to the brim our cup of 
Blessing.  Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown, that we 
may be 
Fed with the bread of life.  Gather the hopes and dreams of all; 
unite them with the prayers we offer.  Grace our table with your 
presence, and give us a foretaste of the feast to come. 
 

OFFERTORY PRAYER   
 

P: Liberating God, 
you break the bonds of injustice 
and let the oppressed go free. 
Receive these offerings in thanksgiving 
for all your works of merciful power, 
and shape us as people of your justice and freedom. 
You we magnify and adore, through Jesus our Savior, 

C: Amen. 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
 
 
 



THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 

         Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 
 

LAMB OF GOD       p. 92 
 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: 
Grant us peace, grant us peace. 

 
DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 
+ POST COMMUNION PRAYER   
 
P: Holy One, 

we thank you for the healing 
that springs forth abundantly from this table. 
Renew our strength to do justice, 
love kindness, 
and journey humbly with you. 

C: Amen. 
 

+ BENEDICTION  
 
P: The God who faithfully brings forth justice 

and breaks the oppressor’s rod 

☩ bless, strengthen, and uphold you, 

today and always. 
C: Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



+ SENDING HYMN O God of Mercy, God of Light  #425 
 
1 O God of mercy, God of light, 
 in love and mercy infinite, 
 teach us, as ever in your sight, 
 to live our lives in you. 
 
5 In sickness, sorrow, want, or care, 
 each other’s burdens help us share; 
 may we, where help is needed, there 
 give help as though to you. 
 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
+THE DISMISSAL 
 
P: Go in peace. Follow the way of Jesus. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Weekly Announcements 
 

Lector:  Marga Conn  Video:  Jonathan Bollard 
Usher:  Barbara Samuelsen     Altar Guild:  Carol DeMeo 

Communion Assistant: Carol DeMeo & Lisa Bischer   
CPIC: Lisa Bischer    Counters: Carol Schutz & Joan Cosgrove 

Offering:  Joan & Joyce 
 

Serving Next Week (2/5) 
 

Lector:  Volunteer   Video:  Jonathan Bollard 
Usher:  John Cosgrove     Altar Guild:  Marga Conn 
Communion Assistant: Shannon and Kurt Leifken   

CPIC: Shannon Leifken    Counters: Carol Schutz & Joan Cosgrove 
Offering:  Joan & Joyce 

 
 

Special thanks to our guest musician for today, Lisa Wichman .  We thank 
her for sharing her gift of music with us.  
 
                                       
Want to use our church building for your group or organization? Please 
submit your request(s) to our Congregation Council in writing or in email 
form to our President Joan Cosgrove at least one month in advance of intended 
building usage.  Joan’s email is:  kikkired@verizon.net   Groups are required to 
complete a Building Usage Agreement form and provide proof of liability 
insurance coverage listing Holy Trinity as “additionally insured”. 
 
Lunch & Learn Adult Bible Study will be offered again on 2/1 at noon, in-
person and via ZOOM conferencing. Please contact Pastor Jack 
(jackspartan79@gmail.com) about the ZOOM link. 
 
Please join WELCA for the “Gifts of Love and Laughter” meeting to be held 
on February 12, immediately following the worship service.  All ladies of the 
church are welcome.  This is something you don’t want to miss! 
 
Our annual “Souper Bowl” of Caring (food collection) is coming on February 
12.  Please bring non-perishable foods to donate to our local food pantry.  In 
addition, our Sunday School children will be collecting money to support the 
cause.  See our bulletin for details or contact Erin at:  eosterhout@optonline.net .  
 
Our 2023 Lenten Schedule is now established.  Please see attached flyer for 
details. 

 
Did you know that Congregation Council meetings are open to the general 
public?  Non-Council visitors may have voice, but not vote as per our 
Constitution.  Come see what your leaders are up to lately!  The meetings are 
conducted monthly on the fourth Tuesday of each month at 7:00pm in the choir 
room. 
 
Communion Note:  The communion trays are configured in a certain way. Cups 
containing grape juice are in the center of the tray, and cups containing wine are 
near the edges of each serving tray.  
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Lectors (readers on Sunday mornings) are needed and appreciated.  Read 
the assigned Scripture for the day!  Sign up sheets are located in the rear of the 
sanctuary, or ask Pastor Jack for details:  jackspartan79@gmail.com 
RISE UP is collecting toiletries to aid our locals.  Did you know that food 
stamps do not cover basic toiletry items like soap and shampoo?  Please donate 
items in the special bin located in our church vestibule. For more information, 
contact Angela Bloshuk at 973-476-0101 or email her at: 
riseupangela@gmail.com 
 
Want to give electronically?  40% of our offerings now come in via electronic 
giving sources.  To learn more, simply go to our web page at 
www.rockawaylutheran.org and click on the “donate” button. . . then follow the 
simple instructions.  Regular offerings (with date and frequency of your choice) 
as well as one-time gifts can be established electronically.  All transactions are 
confidential. 
 
 
 
Collections Update- 
 
Winter hats, mittens, gloves, and scarves are now being collected.  
 
For more information of these various clothing collections please contact 
Ellen Crane (973-625-1353). 
 
Please note: Any clothing other than sweaters and flannel shirts should be 
deposited in our outside red clothing bin, located in the rear parking lot. 
 
Non-perishable food items can be dropped off inside our front entrance 
vestibule.  Please do not donate perishable goods, such as milk, eggs, bread, 
and cheese. 
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Please bring non-perishable food to church on  
February 12th    

The children will also accept cash donations that day! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Join Us for Lenten Observances 
and Holy Week  

 

 

 

 
 

Ash Wednesday Worship (2/22):  noon & 6:00pm 
                                 and at Shepherd of the HillsLutheran Church, 
                                 246 Woodport Road Sparta at 8:00pm 
 
Every Friday from 2/24 – 3/31 (noon – 1:00pm):  
                                 Lenten Lunch and Devotions  
                                 At First Presbyterian Church 
                                 Church St., Rockaway Boro 
                                                   
Holy Thursday (4/6)   Instructional Seder Dinner – 5:00pm 
                                     Worship – 6:00pm 
                                 and worship at 
                                 Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church, 
                                 246 Woodport Road, Sparta at 8:00pm 
 
Good Friday Community Service (4/7) – Noon 
                                 at Methodist Church 
                                 1 Hoagland Ave., Rockaway Boro 
 
Good Friday Evening Service: 6:00pm at Holy Trinity 
                                 and worship at  
                                 Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church, 
                                 246 Woodport Road, Sparta at 8:00pm 
 
Community Easter Egg Hunt at Holy Trinity (4/8) at noon 
 
Easter Sunday Worship: Outdoor “Sonrise” Service 
                                 at Lake Telemark – 7:00am; 
                                 Festival Service at Holy Trinity – 11:00am 

 


