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+ INDICATES THE CONGREGATION STANDS AS YOU ARE ABLE 

 
WELCOME FROM PASTOR JACK 
 
CHILDREN’S SERMON  
 
CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS 
 

P:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

 full of compassion and mercy, 
 abounding in steadfast love. 
C: Amen. 
 
P: Trusting God’s promise of forgiveness, 
 let us confess our sin against God and one another. 
 
Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
 
P: Eternal God our creator, 
C:  in you we live and move and have our being. 
 Look upon us, your children, 
 the work of your hands. 
 Forgive us all our offenses, 
 and cleanse us from proud thoughts and empty 
 desires. 
 By your grace draw us near to you, 
 our refuge and our strength; 
 through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
P: Since we are justified by faith, 
 we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 God’s love has been poured into our hearts 
 through the Holy Spirit given to us. 
 In the mercy of almighty God, 
 Christ died for us while we still were sinners; 
 and for his sake, God forgives us all of our sins. 
C: Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



+HYMN        Holy, Holy, Holy 
 
1 Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty! 
 Early in the morning our song shall rise to thee. 
 Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty! 
 God in three Persons, blessed Trinity! 
 
2 Holy, holy, holy! All the saints adore thee, 
 casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea; 
 cherubim and seraphim falling down before thee, 
 which wert and art and evermore shalt be. 
 
SALUTATION   
 
 P: The Lord be with you. 
 C: And also with you. 
 
+ PRAYER OF THE DAY  
 
Almighty Creator and ever-living God: we worship your glory, eternal 
Three-in-One, and we praise your power, majestic One-in-Three. Keep 
us steadfast in this faith, defend us in all adversity, and bring us at last 
into your presence, where you live in endless joy and love, Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 
C: Amen. 
 
SHARING OF THE ASSIGNED SCRIPTURE READINGS 
 
Romans 8:12-17 
 
In describing the new life of faith, Paul refers to all three persons of the 
Trinity: the Spirit leads us to recognize that we are children of God the 
Father and joint heirs with Christ the Son. 
 

12Brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according 
to the flesh—13for if you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by 
the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live. 14For all 
who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God. 15For you did not 
receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received a 
spirit of adoption. When we cry, “Abba! Father!” 16it is that very Spirit 
bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 17and if 
children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ—if, in fact, 
we suffer with him so that we may also be glorified with him. 
 

 



 
John 3:1-17 
 
Jesus’ miracles prompt Nicodemus to visit him in secrecy. Jesus tells him 
about being born of the Spirit and about the Son who has been sent by 
God to save. 
 

1Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. 2He 
came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a 
teacher who has come from God; for no one can do these signs that you 
do apart from the presence of God.” 3Jesus answered him, “Very truly, I 
tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being born from 
above.” 4Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone be born after having 
grown old? Can one enter a second time into the mother’s womb and be 
born?” 5Jesus answered, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the 
kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit. 6What is born of 
the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7Do not be 
astonished that I said to you, ‘You must be born from above.’ 8The wind 
blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not 
know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is 
born of the Spirit.” 9Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things 
be?” 10Jesus answered him, “Are you a teacher of Israel, and yet you do 
not understand these things? 
  11“Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what 
we have seen; yet you do not receive our testimony. 12If I have told you 
about earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell 
you about heavenly things? 13No one has ascended into heaven except 
the one who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. 14And just as 
Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be 
lifted up, 15that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 
  16“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that 
everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. 
  17“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the 
world, but in order that the world might be saved through him.” 
 
SERMON           “In God We Trust” 
 
QUIET TIME FOR REFLECTION & PRAYER   
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



HYMN OF THE DAY       Father Most Holy 

1 Father most holy, merciful, and tender; 
 Jesus, our Savior, with the Father reigning; 
 Spirit of comfort, advocate, defender, 
 light never waning. 
 
2 Trinity blessed, unity unshaken; 
 goodness unbounded, very God of heaven, 
 light of the angels, joy of those forsaken, 
 hope of all living. 
 
+THE APOSTLES’ CREED  
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the 
dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy Christian church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
+ EXCHANGE OF PEACE:  
 
P:    The peace of the Lord be with you always 
C:    And also with you 

(Please wave to your nearest worship neighbors) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



OFFERING PRAYER   
 
(Offering baskets will not be passed around.  At the conclusion of the 
service, please place your offering in designated baskets in the rear of 
the sanctuary.) 
 
P: Be known to us, O Lord, as you were made known to the 

disciples. 
 Receive these gifts, and the offering of our lives, 
 that we may be your risen body in the world. 
 
C: Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



THE PRAYERS       
 
P: Let us come before the triune God in prayer. 

A brief silence. 
P: We pray, O God, for your holy church around the world. 

Revitalize and renew us, that we may be reborn once again 
through the waters of baptism and the blowing wind of your 
Spirit. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 
P: We give you thanks for your power revealed to us in creation; for 

cedar and oak trees, for rushing waters, for the echoes of 
thunder. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 
P: We pray for the nations and our leaders, that led by your Spirit, 

they work towards a world where all of your children enjoy 
peace. We pray especially for (nations currently experiencing 
war or turmoil may be named). Lord, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 
P: We pray for healing for all those who suffer, especially victims 

and survivors of trauma or violence. Give respite to those living 
with PTSD or any other mental health concerns. Lord, in your 
mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 
P: We pray for this worshiping community (congregation/community 

may be named), that the splendor of your majesty and the 
holiness of your mystery may be glorified through our worship 
and our relationships with one another. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

 
P: We give you thanks, O God, for those who have died in the faith 

(especially). We remember also those whose lives have been 
lost due to the horrors of war. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 
P: We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your abiding grace. 
C: Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
 Our Father in heaven, 

 hallowed be your name, 
 your kingdom come, 
 your will be done, 
 on earth as in heaven. 
 

 Give us today our daily bread. 
 Forgive us our sins 

 as we forgive those 
 who sin against us. 

  
    Save us from the time of trial 
    and deliver us from evil. 
    For the kingdom, the power, 
    and the glory are yours, 
    now and forever. Amen. 

 
+ BENEDICTION  
 
P: May God who has brought us from death to life 

fill you with great joy. 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

bless you now and forever. 
C: Amen. 
 
+ SENDING HYMN Battle Hymn of the Republic 
 
1 Mine eyes have seen the glory of the coming of the Lord; 
 he is trampling out the vintage where the grapes of wrath are  

stored; 
 he has loosed the fateful lightning of his terrible swift sword: 
 his truth is marching on. 
 
Refrain 
 Glory, glory! Hallelujah! 
 Glory, glory! Hallelujah! 
 Glory, glory! Hallelujah! 
 His truth is marching on. 
 
3 In the beauty of the lilies Christ was born across the sea, 
 with a glory in his bosom that transfigures you and me. 
 As he died to make men holy, let us live to make men free, 
 while God is marching on.  Refrain 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
 



+THE DISMISSAL 
 
P; Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
C: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
P: You are the body of Christ raised up for the world. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Weekly Announcements 
 

Lector: Marga Conn    Music Director: Chad Flynn   Video:  Don Gulliksen 

 
Today is the Festival of the Holy Trinity.  A Day to affirm the mystery 
of our Triune God. 
 
Pastor Jack will be away on a family vacation from May 24 until 
June 1.  In the event of a pastoral emergency, Please contact the Rev. 
Fred Becker at 973-366-2821 or email him at fred3becker@gmail.com 
 
Special thanks to Al Buechler, who is presiding and preaching today 
while Pastor Jack is on vacation.  It is always a joy to welcome Al to our 
pulpit. 
 
A Blessed Memorial Day weekend to you and your loved ones. 
 
WELCA’s next meeting will be held on Wednesday, June 9th at 6:00.  
We will be having a family dinner at NorBu Lodge.  For more information 
please contact Gerda Lindstrom @ 973-625-0610. 
  
Did you notice that we are planting a community vegetable garden 
behind the church?  The “harvest” to be donated to our local 
impoverished.  For more info on volunteering/supporting this effort, 
please contact Shannon Leifken at:  shannonleifken@gmail.com or call 
973-570-2136. 
 
Fall Festival is Coming!  Mark your calendars to participate in our 
annual community Fall Festival, September 25 from noon to 5pm (rain 
date 9/26, 1:00-6:00). Food, vendors, car show, live band, and 
more!  For more information, contact Matt Maitilasso at 973-876-0973 or 
email at lawnpridenj@yahoo.com .  Business sponsors and vendors are 
being recruited now! CDC guidelines will be followed, especially for 
masking and physical distancing. 
 
Considering Membership at Holy Trinity?  Pastor Jack will offer brief 
new member/orientation classes after worship on June 6, 13, and 20.  
For more info contact Pastor at 908-887-1161 or email at 
jackspartan79@gmail.com . 
 
COVID Vaccinations for those 65 years old and older are available 
on a "fast track" basis.  Tired of waiting for an appointment?  Contact 
Grethe Zarnitz at 973-975-9524.  Vaccinations will be given at the 
Rockaway Mall location. 
 
Food Collections.  Please note:  Please donate only NON-
PERISHABLE food items.  Do not drop off milk, bread, or various dairy 
products as these items may spoil prior to public distribution. 
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Did you know…approximately two hundred viewers “tune in” each week 
through our internet streaming of the worship experience. We are 
reaching viewers as far as Texas, Florida, the Carolinas, Tennessee, 
Maine and now China!  Thanks to modern technology we are living out 
Jesus’ great commission to proclaim God’s Word near and far (see 
Matthew 28). 
 
All liturgical wording for our worship services comes from the 
national office of the ELCA (Evangelical Lutheran Church in America) 
and is the standard recommended Lutheran liturgy for all Lutheran 
congregations across the United States. 
 
Lunch & Learn Adult Bible Study will be offered again on June 2. 
Join us at noon...bring a bag lunch.  Physical distancing and 
facial coverings will be mandatory. For those unable or uncomfortable 
attending in person, the Bible study will be live streamed through the 
ZOOM format.  Please contact Pastor Jack (jackspartan79@gmail.com) 
about the ZOOM link. 
 
Clothing Donations:  Please DO NOT drop off clothing at our church 
vestibule or lobby area.  Instead, please place all donated articles in the 
RED BIN in the rear parking lot of the church. Shoes, handbags, stuffed 
toys, and linens are accepted as well! For more information, contact 
Ellen Crane at 973-625-1353. 
 
Want to give electronically?  40% of our offerings now come in via 
electronic giving sources.  To learn more, simply go to our web page at 
www.rockawaylutheran.org and click on the “donate” button. . . then 
follow the simple instructions. Still not sure?  Please contact Donna 
Gulliksen at: Donna.Gulliksen@gmail.com or call her at 973-697-1895.  
Regular offerings (with date and frequency of your choice) as well as 
one-time gifts can be established electronically.  All transactions are 
confidential. 
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“KIND SOLES” SHOE DRIVE! 

 

RiseUP Rockaway is collecting shoes of any type, in 

any condition! Drop off is at Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, 

located at 508 Green Pond Road in Rockaway, at White 

Meadow Temple, located at 153 White Meadow Road in 

Rockaway, and at St. Cecelia’s Church, located at 90 

Church Street in Rockaway, between May 1 and June 15. 

Arrangements can also be made to pick up large donations! 

For details, please contact RiseUP at the following email 

address: riseuprockaway@gmail.com, or go to 

riseupnj.org.  

 

 


