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+ INDICATES THE CONGREGATION STANDS AS YOU ARE ABLE 
 
WELCOME FROM PASTOR JACK 
 
CHILDREN’S SERMON 
 
+ CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

 full of compassion and mercy, 
 abounding in steadfast love. 
C: Amen. 
 
P: Trusting God’s promise of forgiveness, 
 let us confess our sin against God and one another. 
 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
 
P: Eternal God our creator, 
 
C: In you we live and move and have our being. 
 Look upon us, your children, 
 the work of your hands. 
 Forgive us all our offenses, 
 and cleanse us from proud thoughts and empty 
 desires. 
 By your grace draw us near to you, 
 our refuge and our strength; 
 through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
P: Since we are justified by faith, 
 we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 God’s love has been poured into our hearts 
 through the Holy Spirit given to us. 
 In the mercy of almighty God, 
 Christ died for us while we still were sinners; 

 and for his sake, God ☩ forgives you all your sins. 

C: Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



+HYMN          O Day Full of Grace 
 
1 O day full of grace that now we see 
 appearing on earth’s horizon, 
 bring light from our God that we may be 
 replete in his joy this season. 
 God, shine for us now in this dark place; 
 your name on our hearts emblazon. 
 
4 God came to us then at Pentecost, 
 his Spirit new life revealing, 
 that we might no more from him be lost, 
 all darkness for us dispelling. 
 His flame will the mark of sin efface 
 and bring to us all his healing. 
 
SALUTATION   
 
 P: The Lord be with you. 
 C: And also with you. 
 
+ PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
P: Mighty God, you breathe life into our bones, and your Spirit 
 brings truth to the world.  Send us this Spirit, transform us by 
 your truth, and give us language to proclaim your Gospel, 
 through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns 
 with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever 
C: Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SHARING OF THE ASSIGNED SCRIPTURE READINGS 
 

Acts 2:1-21 
 

Originally Pentecost was a Jewish thanksgiving-type festival celebrated 
seven weeks after Passover. On this particular Pentecost, however, the 
Holy Spirit is poured out upon the entire community of believers just as 
Jesus had promised and the scriptures had prophesied. Empowered by 
the Spirit, the entire community bears witness to God’s activity in multiple 
languages. 
 

1When the day of Pentecost had come, [the apostles] were all together in 
one place. 2And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush 
of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they were 
sitting. 3Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue 
rested on each of them. 4All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and 
began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. 
  5Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living 
in Jerusalem. 6And at this sound the crowd gathered and was 
bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in the native 
language of each. 7Amazed and astonished, they asked, “Are not all 
these who are speaking Galileans? 8And how is it that we hear, each of 
us, in our own native language? 9Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and 
residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and 
Asia, 10Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to 
Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, 11Cretans 
and Arabs—in our own languages we hear them speaking about God’s 
deeds of power.” 12All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one 
another, “What does this mean?” 13But others sneered and said, “They 
are filled with new wine.” 
  14But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed 
them, “Men of Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to 
you, and listen to what I say. 15Indeed, these are not drunk, as you 
suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the morning. 16No, this is what was 
spoken through the prophet Joel: 
 17‘In the last days it will be, God declares, 
 that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, 
  and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 
 and your young men shall see visions, 
  and your old men shall dream dreams. 
 18Even upon my slaves, both men and women, 
  in those days I will pour out my Spirit; 
   and they shall prophesy. 
 19And I will show portents in the heaven above 
  and signs on the earth below, 
   blood, and fire, and smoky mist. 
 20The sun shall be turned to darkness 
  and the moon to blood, 
   before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day. 
 21Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’ ” 



Romans 8:22-27 
 
By pouring the Holy Spirit into our hearts, God gives us the promised first 
fruit of eternal life so that we await God’s future in hope. In the 
meantime, the Spirit also intercedes for us by carrying the prayers of our 
weak human hearts to God. 
 

22We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labor pains until 
now; 23and not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first 
fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the 
redemption of our bodies. 24For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is 
seen is not hope. For who hopes for what is seen? 25But if we hope for 
what we do not see, we wait for it with patience. 
  26Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know 
how to pray as we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too 
deep for words. 27And God, who searches the heart, knows what is the 
mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according 
to the will of God. 
 
John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15 
 
While speaking to his disciples before his death, Jesus refers to the Holy 
Spirit as “the Helper” and describes the difference the Spirit will make in 
their lives and in the world. 
 
[Jesus said,] 26“When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you from 
the Father, the Spirit of truth who comes from the Father, he will testify 
on my behalf. 27You also are to testify because you have been with me 
from the beginning. 
 16:4b“I did not say these things to you from the beginning, because I 
was with you. 5But now I am going to him who sent me; yet none of you 
asks me, ‘Where are you going?’ 6But because I have said these things 
to you, sorrow has filled your hearts. 7Nevertheless I tell you the truth: it 
is to your advantage that I go away, for if I do not go away, the Advocate 
will not come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you. 8And when he 
comes, he will prove the world wrong about sin and righteousness and 
judgment: 9about sin, because they do not believe in me; 10about 
righteousness, because I am going to the Father and you will see me no 
longer; 11about judgment, because the ruler of this world has been 
condemned. 
  12“I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them 
now. 13When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth; 
for he will not speak on his own, but will speak whatever he hears, and 
he will declare to you the things that are to come. 14He will glorify me, 
because he will take what is mine and declare it to you. 15All that the 
Father has is mine. For this reason I said that he will take what is mine 
and declare it to you.” 
 
 



SERMON  “Center Yourselves in Prayer” 
 
  Part 7 of the Seven-Part Series, 
                         “Delicate Relationships” 
 
QUIET TIME FOR REFLECTION & PRAYER   
  
HYMN OF THE DAY     Holy Spirit, Truth Divine 
 
1 Holy Spirit, truth divine, 
 dawn upon this soul of mine; 
 word of God and inward light, 
 wake my spirit, clear my sight. 
 
2 Holy Spirit, love divine, 
 glow within this heart of mine; 
 kindle ev’ry high desire; 
 purge me with your holy fire. 
 
+THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the 
dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy Christian church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
+ EXCHANGE OF PEACE: 
 
P:    The peace of the Lord be with you always 
C:    And also with you 

(Please wave to your nearest worship neighbors) 
 

 
 



OFFERING PRAYER   
 
(Offering baskets will not be passed around.  At the conclusion of the 
service, please place your offering in designated baskets in the rear of 
the sanctuary.) 
 
P: Be known to us, O Lord, in the breaking of the bread, 
 as you were made known to the disciples. 
 Receive these gifts, and the offering of our lives, 
 that we may be your risen body in the world. 
C: Amen. 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
  
WORDS OF INSTITUTION   “In the night in which he was betrayed…” 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
 Our Father in heaven, 

 hallowed be your name, 
 your kingdom come, 
 your will be done, 
 on earth as in heaven. 
 

 Give us today our daily bread. 
 Forgive us our sins 

 as we forgive those 
 who sin against us. 

  
    Save us from the time of trial 
    and deliver us from evil. 
    For the kingdom, the power, 
    and the glory are yours, 
    now and forever. Amen. 
 

 DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 
(At the invitation of the pastor, please open your communion kit and 
consume the host and grape juice) 
 
 
 
 



+ POST COMMUNION PRAYER   
 
P: Life-giving God, 
 in the mystery of Christ’s death and resurrection 
 you send light to conquer darkness, 
 water to give new life, 
 and the bread of heaven to nourish your people. 
 Send us forth as witnesses to Jesus’ resurrection 
 that we may show your glory to all the world; 
 through the same Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 
C: Amen. 
 
+ BENEDICTION  
 
P:  May God who has brought us from death to life 
 fill you with great joy. 

 Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

 bless you now and forever. 
C: Amen. 
 
+ SENDING HYMN O Holy Spirit, Enter In 
 
1 O Holy Spirit, enter in, 
 and in our hearts your work begin, 
 and make our hearts your dwelling. 
 Sun of the soul, O Light divine, 
 around and in us brightly shine, 
 your strength in us upwelling. 
 In your radiance 
 life from heaven 
 now is given 
 overflowing, 
 gift of gifts beyond all knowing. 
 
2 Left to ourselves, we surely stray; 
 oh, lead us on the narrow way, 
 with wisest counsel guide us; 
 and give us steadfastness, that we 
 may follow you forever free, 
 no matter who derides us. 
 Gently heal those 
 hearts now broken; 
 give some token 
 you are near us, 
 whom we trust to light and cheer us. 
 
 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

+THE DISMISSAL 
 
P: Go in peace. The Spirit sends us forth to serve. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Weekly Announcements 
 

Lector: Al Buechler    Music Director: Chad Flynn   Video:  Don Gulliksen 

 
Today is the Festival of Pentecost Sunday.  We recall the Biblical 
narrative of the Holy Spirit descending upon the Disciples.  May that 
same gracious Spirit descend upon you as well! 
 
Special thanks to all who volunteered at our women’s group yard 
sale conducted on the church grounds.  Your efforts were greatly 
appreciated. 
 
WELCA’s next meeting will be held on Wednesday, June 9th at 6:00.  
We will be having a family dinner at NorBu Lodge.  For more information 
please contact Gerda Lindstrom @ 973-625-0610. 
  
Missing Table.  If anyone has  borrowed a 6ft folding table from the 
WELCA closet, we would appreciate it if it was returned. 
 
Did you notice that we are planting a community vegetable garden 
behind the church?  The “harvest” to be donated to our local 
impoverished.  For more info on volunteering/supporting this effort, 
please contact Shannon Leifken at:  shannonleifken@gmail.com or call 
973-570-2136. 
 
Fall Festival is Coming!  Mark your calendars to participate in our 
annual community Fall Festival, September 25 from noon to 5pm (rain 
date 9/26, 1:00-6:00). Food, vendors, car show, live band, and 
more!  For more information, contact Matt Maitilasso at 973-876-0973 or 
email at lawnpridenj@yahoo.com .  Business sponsors and vendors are 
being recruited now! CDC guidelines will be followed, especially for 
masking and physical distancing. 
 
Considering Membership at Holy Trinity?  Pastor Jack will offer brief 
new member/orientation classes after worship on June 6, 13, and 20.  
For more info contact Pastor at 908-887-1161 or email at 
jackspartan79@gmail.com . 
 
COVID Vaccinations for those 65 years old and older are available 
on a "fast track" basis.  Tired of waiting for an appointment?  Contact 
Grethe Zarnitz at 973-975-9524.  Vaccinations will be given at the 
Rockaway Mall location. 
 
Food Collections.  Please note:  Please donate only NON-
PERISHABLE food items.  Do not drop off milk, bread, or various dairy 
products as these items may spoil prior to public distribution. 
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Did you know…approximately two hundred viewers “tune in” each week 
through our internet streaming of the worship experience. We are 
reaching viewers as far as Texas, Florida, the Carolinas, Tennessee, 
Maine and now China!  Thanks to modern technology we are living out 
Jesus’ great commission to proclaim God’s Word near and far (see 
Matthew 28). 
 
All liturgical wording for our worship services comes from the 
national office of the ELCA (Evangelical Lutheran Church in America) 
and is the standard recommended Lutheran liturgy for all Lutheran 
congregations across the United States. 
 
Lunch & Learn Adult Bible Study will be offered again on June 2. 
Join us at noon...bring a bag lunch.  Physical distancing and 
facial coverings will be mandatory. For those unable or uncomfortable 
attending in person, the Bible study will be live streamed through the 
ZOOM format.  Please contact Pastor Jack (jackspartan79@gmail.com) 
about the ZOOM link. 
 
Clothing Donations:  Please DO NOT drop off clothing at our church 
vestibule or lobby area.  Instead, please place all donated articles in the 
RED BIN in the rear parking lot of the church. Shoes, handbags, stuffed 
toys, and linens are accepted as well! For more information, contact 
Ellen Crane at 973-625-1353. 
 
Want to give electronically?  40% of our offerings now come in via 
electronic giving sources.  To learn more, simply go to our web page at 
www.rockawaylutheran.org and click on the “donate” button. . . then 
follow the simple instructions. Still not sure?  Please contact Donna 
Gulliksen at: Donna.Gulliksen@gmail.com or call her at 973-697-1895.  
Regular offerings (with date and frequency of your choice) as well as 
one-time gifts can be established electronically.  All transactions are 
confidential. 
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Please Support Our Local Food Closet 

 

 

 

 

Soon we will enter the summer months when, 
historically, food and toiletry donations begin to 
decline. 

ITEMS URGENTLY NEEDED: 

                  FOOD                TOILETRIES 

    Peanut Butter   Shampoo 

    Tuna     Soap 

    Macaroni & Cheese   Toothpaste 

    Pasta    Toothbrushes 

    Sauce    Deodorant 

    Canned Fruit   Feminine Hygiene Products 

 
 

Please bring all donations to our church vestibule. 

Perishable items such as milk, eggs, and bread 

cannot be received at this time. 

 

 



“KIND SOLES” SHOE DRIVE! 

 

RiseUP Rockaway is collecting shoes of any 

type, in any condition! Drop off is at Holy Trinity 

Lutheran Church, located at 508 Green Pond Road in 

Rockaway, between May 1 and June 15. Arrangements 

can also be made to pick up large donations! For 

details, please contact riseuprockaway@gmail.com 

or go to riseupnj.org 

 


