
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church 
Service of Holy Communion 

September 18, 2022 

(Note:  All wording for the liturgy and hymns will appear on our large 
monitor screens just above the altar area.) 
 

WELCOME FROM PASTOR JACK 
 
CHILDREN’S SERMON 
 
PRELUDE  
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as 
the presiding minister begins. 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who is eager to forgive 
and who loves us beyond our days. 

C: Amen. 
 

P: Dear friends, together let us acknowledge 
our failure to love this world as Jesus does. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

P: God of mercy and forgiveness, 
C: we confess that sin still has a hold on us. 

We have harmed your good creation. 
We have failed to do justice, 
love kindness, 
and walk humbly with you. 
Turn us in a new direction. 
Show us the path that leads to life. 
Be our refuge and strength on the journey, 
through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and friend. 
Amen. 

 
P: Beloved of God: 

your sins are forgiven ☩ and you are made whole. 
God points the way to new life in Christ, 
who meets us on the road. 
Journey now in God’s abiding love 
through the power of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
 
 



+HYMN               Dearest Jesus, at Your Word   #248 
 
1 Dearest Jesus, at your word 
 we have come again to hear you; 
 let our thoughts and hearts be stirred 
 and in glowing faith be near you 
 as the promises here given 
 draw us wholly up to heaven. 
 
2 All our knowledge, sense, and sight 
 lie in deepest darkness shrouded 
 till your Spirit breaks the night, 
 filling us with light unclouded. 
 All good thoughts and all good living 
 come but by your gracious giving. 
 
SALUTATION   
 
 P: The Lord be with you. 
 C: And also with you. 
 
+ PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
P: God among us, we gather in the name of your Son to learn love 

for one another. Keep our feet from evil paths. Turn our minds to 
your wisdom and our hearts to the grace revealed in your Son, 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SHARING OF THE ASSIGNED SCRIPTURE READINGS 
 
1 Timothy 2:1-7 
 
The pastoral epistles offer insight into how early Christians understood 
many practical matters, such as church administration and worship. The 
church’s focused prayer for others is an expression of the single-minded 
passion God has toward us in Jesus. 
 

1First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and 
thanksgivings be made for everyone, 2for kings and all who are in high 
positions, so that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness 
and dignity. 3This is right and is acceptable in the sight of God our 
Savior, 4who desires everyone to be saved and to come to the 
knowledge of the truth. 5For 
 there is one God; 
  there is also one mediator between God and humankind, 
 Christ Jesus, himself human, 
  6who gave himself a ransom for all 
—this was attested at the right time.7For this I was appointed a herald 
and an apostle (I am telling the truth, I am not lying), a teacher of the 
Gentiles in faith and truth. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Luke 16:1-13 
 
Jesus tells the curious story of a dishonest manager who cheats his 
employer and then is commended by him for having acted so shrewdly. 
Jesus wonders why his own followers are less creative and diligent in 
their stewardship given that they are managers of a far more valuable 
household. 
 

1Then Jesus said to the disciples, “There was a rich man who had a 
manager, and charges were brought to him that this man was 
squandering his property. 2So he summoned him and said to him, ‘What 
is this that I hear about you? Give me an accounting of your 
management, because you cannot be my manager any longer.’ 3Then 
the manager said to himself, ‘What will I do, now that my master is taking 
the position away from me? I am not strong enough to dig, and I am 
ashamed to beg. 4I have decided what to do so that, when I am 
dismissed as manager, people may welcome me into their homes.’ 5So, 
summoning his master’s debtors one by one, he asked the first, ‘How 
much do you owe my master?’ 6He answered, ‘A hundred jugs of olive 
oil.’ He said to him, ‘Take your bill, sit down quickly, and make it 
fifty.’ 7Then he asked another, ‘And how much do you owe?’ He replied, 
‘A hundred containers of wheat.’ He said to him, ‘Take your bill and make 
it eighty.’ 8And his master commended the dishonest manager because 
he had acted shrewdly; for the children of this age are more shrewd in 
dealing with their own generation than are the children of light. 9And I tell 
you, make friends for yourselves by means of dishonest wealth so that 
when it is gone, they may welcome you into the eternal homes. 
 10“Whoever is faithful in a very little is faithful also in much; and 
whoever is dishonest in a very little is dishonest also in much. 11If then 
you have not been faithful with the dishonest wealth, who will entrust to 
you the true riches? 12And if you have not been faithful with what belongs 
to another, who will give you what is your own? 13No slave can serve two 
masters; for a slave will either hate the one and love the other, or be 
devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and 
wealth.” 

 
SERMON     “Shrewd” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



HYMN   Blessed Assurance 
 
1 Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine! 
 Oh, what a foretaste of glory divine! 
 Heir of salvation, purchase of God, 
 born of his Spirit, washed in his blood. 
 
Refrain 
 This is my story, this is my song, 
 praising my Savior, all the day long: 
 this is my story, this is my song, 
 praising my Savior all the day long. 
 
2 Perfect submission, perfect delight, 
 visions of rapture now burst on my sight; 
 angels descending bring from above 
 echoes of mercy, whispers of love.  Refrain 
 
 
+THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the 
dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy Christian church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

 

 



+THE PRAYERS                                  (See “Celebrate” bulletin insert) 
 
P: As scattered grains of wheat are gathered together into one 

bread, so let us gather our prayers for the church, those in need, 
and all of God’s good creation. 

 
A brief silence. 

 

P: God our Savior, you keep your church in faith and truth. 
Accompany those preparing for baptism or affirmation of 
baptism. Enlighten preachers, teachers, seminarians, and all 
those who share your good news with the world. God of grace, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 

P: Divine teacher, you instruct your children to be responsible 
stewards of your creation. Show us how best to care for the 
earth and its resources, and guide those who work to develop 
sustainable practices. God of grace, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 

P: Ruler of the nations, you direct those in authority. Give leaders 
wisdom and compassion so that all may live in peace. Inspire 
public servants to follow the example of courageous leaders 
(especially Dag Hammarskjöld) and safeguard the dignity of 
each person. God of grace, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 

P: Helper of the needy, you lift up those who are oppressed. 
Breathe justice into economic and social systems that perpetuate 
poverty and hunger. Sustain food ministries, clothing banks, and 
emergency shelters (local outreach may be named). God of 
grace, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 

P: Sustainer and giver of life, you bless this congregation with 
abundance. Instruct us in the proper and faithful use of wealth 
and resources, that we share generously. God of grace,, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 

P: God of glory, you gather your saints around your throne. Keep us 
thankful for the witness of those who have gone before us 
(especially), and bring us with them to the heavenly feast that 
has no end. God of grace, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 

P: Gathered together in the sweet communion of the Holy Spirit, 
gracious God, we offer these and all our prayers to you; through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

C: Amen. 
 
 



EXCHANGE OF PEACE: 
 

P:    The peace of the Lord be with you always 
C:    And also with you 

(Please wave to your nearest worship neighbors) 
 

CHOIR ANTHEM "Feed My Lambs" .... Ray D. Hatton 
 
OFFERING & OFFERING PRAYER   
 

P: Gracious God, 
in your great love you richly provide for our needs. 
Make of these gifts a banquet of blessing, 
and make us ready to share with all in need; 
through Jesus Christ, who sets a table for all. 

C: Amen. 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION   “In the night in which he was betrayed…” 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 

         Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 

 
DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 
 
 
 
 



+ POST COMMUNION PRAYER   
 
P: God of the abundant table, 

you have refreshed our hearts in this meal 
with bread for the journey. 
Give us your grace on the road 
that we might serve our neighbors with joy; 
for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C: Amen. 
 
+ BENEDICTION  
 
P: God, who gives life to all things 

and frees us from despair, 
bless you with truth and peace. 

And may the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

guide you always in faith, hope, and love. 
C: Amen. 
 
+ SENDING HYMN On Our Way Rejoicing   #260 

 
1 On our way rejoicing 
 gladly let us go. 
 Christ our Lord has conquered; 
 vanquished is the foe. 
 Christ without, our safety; 
 Christ within, our joy; 
 who, if we be faithful, 
 can our hope destroy? 
 
Refrain 
 On our way rejoicing; 
 as we forward move, 
 hearken to our praises, 
 O blest God of love! 
 
2 Unto God the Father 
 joyful songs we sing; 
 unto God the Savior 
 thankful hearts we bring; 
 unto God the Spirit 
 bow we and adore, 
 on our way rejoicing 
 now and evermore.  Refrain 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 
 



+THE DISMISSAL 
 
P: Go in peace, with Christ beside you. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Weekly Announcements 
 

Serving Today (9/18) 
 

Lector:  Ruth Ann Greiner    Video:  Don Gulliksen   Usher:   Joan Cosgrove 
Communion Assistant:   Eugene Randazzo      

 Altar Guild:  Ellen Lodato and Kim Dwyer       CPIC:  Pamela Hon 
 

Serving Next Week (9/25) 
 

Lector:  Carol Schutz    Video:  Don Gulliksen   Usher:   Joan Cosgrove 
Communion Assistant:   Eugene Randazzo      

 Altar Guild:  Ellen Lodato and Kim Dwyer       CPIC:  Pamela Hon 

 
 

 
This Sunday we welcome Henry Gehman as our guest musician today.  Thank 
you for blessing us! 
 
Coming Next Week: Beginning 9/25 and for several consecutive Sundays 
thereafter we will incorporate into our liturgy some of the old favorite liturgical 
pieces, such as "This is the Feast", the "Alleluia" verse prior to the Gospel , and 
the offertory response.  We hope you enjoy this nostalgic blast from the past.  
Songbooks containing the music will be available for newcomers and others 
unfamiliar with our liturgical singing.  
 
Hospitality Update- The Congregation Council voted unanimously to provide 
hospitality to two community groups wishing to use our facility this Fall: 
 

A Homeschooler’s Co-Op will be enjoying our building on Fridays and  
 
Lennon’s House – A group supporting intellectually challenged adults will 
be with us on Thursday mornings.  Each group is making donations for the 
use of our facilities and each group is fully insured.  

 
Did you know that Congregation Council meetings are open to the general 
public?  Non-Council visitors may have voice, but not vote as per our 
Constitution.  Come see what your leaders are up to lately!  The meetings are 
conducted monthly on the fourth Tuesday of each month at 7:00pm in the choir 
room. 
 
Lunch & Learn Adult Bible Study will be offered again September 21 in 
person or via ZOOM video link from noon – 1:00pm. Please contact Pastor Jack 
(jackspartan79@gmail.com) about the ZOOM link. 
 
Looking Ahead: First Holy Communion Instruction will be offered this Fall 
for all children, grade 3 and above.  Classes are scheduled for the evenings of 
October 16 & 23, with the actual First Communion Sunday to be October 30.  For 
questions and concerns please contact Pastor Jack at:  
jackspartan79@gmail.com 
 
Communion Note:  Did you know that the communion trays are configured in a 
certain way?  Cups containing grape juice are in the center of the tray, and cups 
containing wine are near the edges of each serving tray.  
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Offering envelopes are now available on the table in the back of the 
sanctuary.    Please feel free to take some of the preprinted envelopes from the 
back and write your name in the space provided. 

 
Lectors (readers on Sunday mornings) are needed and appreciated.  Read 
the assigned Scripture for the day!  Sign up sheets are located in the rear of the 
sanctuary, or ask Pastor Jack for details:  jackspartan79@gmail.com 
 
Opportunities to provide humanitarian aid to refugees from the Ukraine.  
Send your contributions to Lutheran Disaster Response You can donate on the 
web by visiting ELCA.org and then clicking “Eastern Europe Crisis Response” or 
you can mail checks to: 

Lutheran Disaster Response 
P.O. Box 1809 
Merrifield, VA 22116-8009 
(Write "Eastern Europe Crisis Response" on your check memo line.) 

 
RISE UP is collecting toiletries to aid our locals.  Did you know that food 
stamps do not cover basic toiletry items like soap and shampoo?  Please donate 
items in the special bin located in our church vestibule. For more information, 
contact Angela Bloshuk at 973-476-0101 or email her at: 
riseupangela@gmail.com 
 
Want to give electronically?  40% of our offerings now come in via electronic 
giving sources.  To learn more, simply go to our web page at 
www.rockawaylutheran.org and click on the “donate” button. . . then follow the 
simple instructions.  Regular offerings (with date and frequency of your choice) 
as well as one-time gifts can be established electronically.  All transactions are 
confidential. 
 
 
 
 

Fall Festival Updates: 
 
Our Annual Community Fall Festival and Car Show is Coming Soon! Mark 
your calendars for Saturday, September 24.  Volunteers are greatly needed and 
appreciated. Please contact Matt Maitilasso at 973-876-0973 or email him at: 
lawnpridenj@yahoo.com 
 

1. Sponsors are being sought for our annual Fall Festival.  If you or your 
business would like to be a sponsor, simply contact Matt Maitilasso at 
973-876-0973 or email him at: lawnpridenj@yahoo.com 

 
2. We are asking for donations of new items or gift cards for the chance 

room.  Please label the item “Fall Festival” and leave in the blue room.  
Please call Peggy Hon, 973-697-1391, for additional information. 
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Collections Update- 

 
Warm socks –Be part of our annual Sox-in-A -Box campaign to aid the 
homeless in conjunction with RISE UP Rockaway.  The receptacle box is 
located in our vestibule.  The last day to donate socks will be September 25. 
 
Clean and slightly used men’s and women’s sweaters and flannel shirts  
will be collected throughout the month of September. 
 
Coats for the annual coat drive will be accepted during the month of October. 
 
For more information of these various clothing collections please contact 
Ellen Crane (973-625-1353). 
 
Please note: Any clothing other than socks, sweaters, flannel shirts and coats 
should be deposited in our outside clothing bin, located in the rear parking lot. 
 
Non-perishable food items can be dropped off inside our front entrance 
vestibule.  Please do not donate perishable goods, such as milk, eggs, bread, 
and cheese. 
 
 
 

 
 

RISE UP News: 
 

1. The Rise UP monthly community meeting is scheduled for Thurs., 
September 22 at 7:00pm in the choir room.  New volunteers are 
always welcomed and appreciated.  For more information contact 
Pastor Jack at jackspartan79@gmail.com 
 

2. Free Community breakfasts are offered at the Presbyterian Church, 
located on Church St. in the Boro.  Next Breakfast:  Sat., October 
29th from 8:00am – 11:00am. For more information and 
opportunities to volunteer, contact Jay Decker at 
jdecker10@yahoo.com  
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