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+ INDICATES THE CONGREGATION STANDS AS YOU ARE ABLE 

 
WELCOME  
 
CHILDREN’S SERMON  
 
CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS 
 

P:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

 full of compassion and mercy, 
 abounding in steadfast love. 
C: Amen. 
 
P: Trusting God’s promise of forgiveness, 
 let us confess our sin against God and one another. 
 
Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
 
P: Eternal God our creator, 
C:  in you we live and move and have our being. 
 Look upon us, your children, 
 the work of your hands. 
 Forgive us all our offenses, 
 and cleanse us from proud thoughts and empty 
 desires. 
 By your grace draw us near to you, 
 our refuge and our strength; 
 through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
P: Since we are justified by faith, 
 we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 God’s love has been poured into our hearts 
 through the Holy Spirit given to us. 
 In the mercy of almighty God, 
 Christ died for us while we still were sinners; 
 and for his sake, God forgives us all of our sins. 
C: Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



+HYMN        God Himself Is Present 
 
1 God himself is present; 
 let us now adore him 
 and with awe appear before him! 
 God is in his temple; 
 all within keep silence, 
 prostrate lie with deepest rev’rence. 
 Him alone God we own, 
 him, our God and Savior; 
 praise his name forever! 
 
2 God himself is present; 
 hear the harps resounding; 
 see the hosts the throne surrounding! 
 “Holy, holy, holy!” 
 Hear the hymn ascending, 
 songs of saints and angels blending. 
 Bow your ear to us here: 
 hear, O Christ, the praises 
 that your church now raises. 
 
SALUTATION   
 
 P: The Lord be with you. 
 C: And also with you. 
 
+ PRAYER OF THE DAY  
 
O God, eternal goodness, immeasurable love, you place your gifts 
before us; we eat and are satisfied. Fill us and this world in all its need 
with the life that comes only from you, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord. 
Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SHARING OF THE ASSIGNED SCRIPTURE READINGS 
 
Ephesians 4:1-16 
 
Christians share fundamental unity and diversity. Our unity consists in 
the one body, one Spirit, one Lord, one faith, one baptism, and one God. 
Our diversity is expressed in various forms of ministry whose goal is 
equipping the saints and building up Christ’s one body. 
 

1I therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, beg you to lead a life worthy of the 
calling to which you have been called, 2with all humility and gentleness, 
with patience, bearing with one another in love, 3making every effort to 
maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 4There is one body 
and one Spirit, just as you were called to the one hope of your 
calling, 5one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 6one God and Father of all, 
who is above all and through all and in all. 
  7But each of us was given grace according to the measure of Christ’s 
gift. 8Therefore it is said, 
 “When he ascended on high he made captivity itself a captive; 
  he gave gifts to his people.” 
9(When it says, “He ascended,” what does it mean but that he had also 
descended into the lower parts of the earth? 10He who descended is the 
same one who ascended far above all the heavens, so that he might fill 
all things.) 11The gifts he gave were that some would be apostles, some 
prophets, some evangelists, some pastors and teachers, 12to equip the 
saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, 13until all 
of us come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of 
God, to maturity, to the measure of the full stature of Christ. 14We must 
no longer be children, tossed to and fro and blown about by every wind 
of doctrine, by people’s trickery, by their craftiness in deceitful 
scheming. 15But speaking the truth in love, we must grow up in every 
way into him who is the head, into Christ, 16from whom the whole body, 
joined and knit together by every ligament with which it is equipped, as 
each part is working properly, promotes the body’s growth in building 
itself up in love. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



John 6:24-35 
 
Many of the five thousand people Jesus fed in the wilderness continued 
to follow him throughout the countryside. Jesus challenges them to 
consider the real nature of their quest. 
 

24When the crowd saw that neither Jesus nor his disciples were [beside 
the sea,] they themselves got into the boats and went to Capernaum 
looking for Jesus. 
  25When they found him on the other side of the sea, they said to him, 
“Rabbi, when did you come here?” 26Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I 
tell you, you are looking for me, not because you saw signs, but because 
you ate your fill of the loaves. 27Do not work for the food that perishes, 
but for the food that endures for eternal life, which the Son of Man will 
give you. For it is on him that God the Father has set his seal.” 28Then 
they said to him, “What must we do to perform the works of 
God?” 29Jesus answered them, “This is the work of God, that you believe 
in him whom he has sent.” 30So they said to him, “What sign are you 
going to give us then, so that we may see it and believe you? What work 
are you performing? 31Our ancestors ate the manna in the wilderness; as 
it is written, ‘He gave them bread from heaven to eat.’ ” 32Then Jesus 
said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, it was not Moses who gave you the 
bread from heaven, but it is my Father who gives you the true bread from 
heaven. 33For the bread of God is that which comes down from heaven 
and gives life to the world.” 34They said to him, “Sir, give us this bread 
always.” 
  35Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me 
will never be hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty.” 
 
SERMON            
 
QUIET TIME FOR REFLECTION & PRAYER   
  
HYMN OF THE DAY       Dear Lord and Father of Mankind 
 
1 Dear Lord and Father of mankind, 
 forgive our fev’rish ways; 
 reclothe us in our rightful mind; 
 in purer lives thy service find, 
 in deeper rev’rence, praise. 
 
2 In simple trust like theirs who heard, 
 beside the Syrian sea, 
 the gracious calling of the Lord, 
 let us, like them, without a word 
 rise up and follow thee. 
 
 
 



+THE APOSTLES’ CREED  
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the 
dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy Christian church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
+ EXCHANGE OF PEACE:  
 
P:    The peace of the Lord be with you always 
C:    And also with you 

(Please wave to your nearest worship neighbors) 
 
OFFERING PRAYER   
 
(Offering baskets will not be passed around.  At the conclusion of the 
service, please place your offering in designated baskets in the rear of 
the sanctuary.) 
 
P: Merciful Father, 
 
C: we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given 

us – our selves, our time, our possessions, signs of your 
gracious love.  Receive them for the sake of him who 
offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



THE PRAYERS       
 
P: Merciful Father, 
 
C: we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given 

us – our selves, our time, our possessions, signs of your 
gracious love.  Receive them for the sake of him who 
offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
THE PRAYERS       
 
P: Rooted in Christ and sustained by the Spirit, we offer our prayers 

for the church, the world, and all of creation. 

A brief silence. 

P: You call your church to be the body of Christ. Awaken all the 
baptized to the gifts you provide for carrying out the work of 
ministry. Where the church is divided, knit us together and 
restore the unity of the faith. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
 
P: You command the clouds above and cause the wind to blow in 

the heavens. Watch over deserts and wilderness places. 
Regenerate rainforests, defend species at risk of extinction, and 
strengthen the work of conservation organizations (especially). 
Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
 
P: You summon leaders to respond to the needs of your people. 

Instill those who govern with patience when confronted with 
grievances and perseverance in seeking what promotes the well-
being of the community. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
 
P: You draw near to those who cry out for help. Feed those who are 

hungry, reassure those who are despairing, and accompany 
those who are imprisoned. Rain down the true bread from 
heaven that gives life to the world. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
 
P: You receive all who come seeking a sign of grace. Make this 

congregation a place of hospitality for those accustomed to 
rejection. To those who have felt excluded here or elsewhere, 
prepare us to welcome them in the name of Christ. Hear us, O 
God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 



P: You provide food that endures for eternal life. Sustain us each 
day with the bread of life until we are gathered with (name/s and) 
all the saints and feast together at your heavenly banquet. Hear 
us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
 
P: We lift these and all our prayers to you, O God, confident in the 

promise of your saving love; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C: Amen. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
 Our Father in heaven, 

 hallowed be your name, 
 your kingdom come, 
 your will be done, 
 on earth as in heaven. 
 

 Give us today our daily bread. 
 Forgive us our sins 

 as we forgive those 
 who sin against us. 

  
    Save us from the time of trial 
    and deliver us from evil. 
    For the kingdom, the power, 
    and the glory are yours, 
    now and forever. Amen. 

 
+ BENEDICTION  
 
P: May God who has brought us from death to life 

fill you with great joy. 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

bless you now and forever. 
C: Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



+ SENDING HYMN O Savior, Precious Savior 
 
1 O Savior, precious Savior, 
 whom yet unseen we love; 
 O name of might and favor, 
 all other names above: 
 we worship thee; we bless thee; 
 to thee alone we sing; 
 we praise thee and confess thee, 
 our holy Lord and King. 
 
2 O bringer of salvation, 
 who wondrously hast wrought, 
 thyself the revelation 
 of love beyond our thought: 
 we worship thee; we bless thee; 
 to thee alone we sing; 
 we praise thee and confess thee, 
 our gracious Lord and King. 
 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
+THE DISMISSAL 
 
P; Go in peace. The living Word dwells in you.. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Weekly Announcements 
 

Lector: Jay Decker    Music Director: Chad Flynn   Video:  Don Gulliksen 

 
 
Special thanks to Al Buechler, who is presiding and preaching today while 
Pastor Jack is on vacation. 
 
Need Pastoral care while Pastor Jack is away? (until August 10).  Please 
contact the Rev. Fred Becker at 973-366-2821 or fredebecker@comcast.net 
 
Lectors (readers on Sunday mornings) are needed and appreciated.  Read 
the assigned Scripture for the day!  Sign up sheets are located in the rear of the 
sanctuary, or ask Pastor Jack for details:  jackspartan79@gmail.com 
 
Life “as we know it” is gradually returning to our congregation: Plans are 
already in the works for Sunday School, coffee hour fellowship, and more.  
Please read the insert included in this Sunday’s bulletin. 
 
Did you notice that we are planting a community vegetable garden behind 
the church?  The “harvest” to be donated to our local impoverished.  For more 
info on volunteering/supporting this effort, please contact Shannon Leifken at:  
shannonleifken@gmail.com or call 973-570-2136. 
 
Volunteers are greatly needed to help with our Fall Festival. (see paragraph 
below) If you can help, even for just an hour or two, please see the sign-up 
board in the rear of our sanctuary, or contact Matt Maitilasso at 973-876-0973 or 
email at lawnpridenj@yahoo.com 
 
Fall Festival is Coming!  Mark your calendars to participate in our annual 
community Fall Festival, September 25 from noon to 5pm (rain date 9/26, 1:00-
6:00). Food, vendors, car show, live band, and more!  For more information, 
contact Matt Maitilasso at 973-876-0973 or email at lawnpridenj@yahoo.com 
Business sponsors and vendors are being recruited now! CDC guidelines will be 
followed, especially for masking and physical distancing. 
 
Food Collections.  Please note:  Please donate only NON-PERISHABLE food 
items.  Do not drop off milk, bread, or various dairy products as these items may 
spoil prior to public distribution. 
 
Did you know…approximately two hundred viewers “tune in” each week through 
our internet streaming of the worship experience. We are reaching viewers as far 
as Texas, Florida, the Carolinas, Tennessee, Maine and now China!  Thanks to 
modern technology we are living out Jesus’ great commission to proclaim God’s 
Word near and far (see Matthew 28). 
 
All liturgical wording for our worship services comes from the national office 
of the ELCA (Evangelical Lutheran Church in America) and is the standard 
recommended Lutheran liturgy for all Lutheran congregations across the United 
States. 
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Lunch & Learn Adult Bible Study will be offered again on August 18.  The 
August 4 session will not be offered due to pastor’s scheduled vacation.  Join us 
at noon...bring a bag lunch.  Physical distancing and facial coverings will be 
mandatory. For those unable or uncomfortable attending in person, the Bible 
study will be live streamed through the ZOOM format.  Please contact Pastor 
Jack (jackspartan79@gmail.com) about the ZOOM link. 
 
Clothing Donations:  Please DO NOT drop off clothing at our church vestibule 
or lobby area.  Instead, please place all donated articles in the RED BIN in the 
rear parking lot of the church. Shoes, handbags, stuffed toys, and linens are 
accepted as well! For more information, contact Ellen Crane at 973-625-1353. 
 
Want to give electronically?  40% of our offerings now come in via electronic 
giving sources.  To learn more, simply go to our web page at 
www.rockawaylutheran.org and click on the “donate” button. . . then follow the 
simple instructions. Still not sure?  Please contact Donna Gulliksen at: 
Donna.Gulliksen@gmail.com or call her at 973-697-1895.  Regular offerings 
(with date and frequency of your choice) as well as one-time gifts can be 
established electronically.  All transactions are confidential. 
 
 

Upcoming Events 
 
Thurs. July 29 - Blood Drive at Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church, 246 
Woodport Road, Sparta  (1-7pm) . For info contact office@sothnj.org 
 
Wed. Aug 4 - No Lunch & Learn Adult Bible Study - pastor on vacation 
 
Sun. Aug. 8 – Worship - 11:00am 
                        Memorial Service for Richard Lillis at 12:30pm in sanctuary 
 
Sun. Aug. 15 - Worship - 11:00am 
 
Mon. Aug. 16 - Fall Festival Planning Meeting in choir room at 7:00pm. 
 
Wed. Aug. 18 - Lunch & Learn Adult Bible Study. In person meeting 
in                                       choir room with ZOOM link option. Noon. 
 
Thur., Aug. 19 - RISE UP Community Meeting- general public invited - 7:00pm 
                            in choir room 
 
Sun., Aug. 22 - Worship 11:00am 
 
Tues., Aug. 24 - No Council Meeting; Summer break 
 
Sun., Aug. 29 - Worship - 11:00am 
 

Looking Ahead: 
 
Sun., Sept. 5 -    Worship 11:00am 
Sun., Sept. 12 -   Worship - 11:00am 
                                 First Day of Sunday School 
                                 Post Worship Coffee Hour Resumes 
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Please Support Our Local Food Closet 

 

 

 

 

Historically, food and toiletry donations begin to 
decline over the summer months. 

ITEMS URGENTLY NEEDED: 

                  FOOD                TOILETRIES 

    Peanut Butter   Shampoo 

    Tuna     Soap 

    Macaroni & Cheese   Toothpaste 

    Pasta    Toothbrushes 

    Sauce    Deodorant 

    Canned Fruit   Feminine Hygiene Products 

 
 

Please bring all donations to our church vestibule. 

Perishable items such as milk, eggs, and bread 

cannot be received at this time. 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church 
508 Green Pond Road 
Rockaway, NJ 07866 

rockawaylutheran.org 
htlchurch@gmail.com 

973-625-0110 

 

Pastor:    Rev. Dr. Jack DiMatteo, jackspartan79@gmail.com 

Music Director:   Chad Flynn, bariflynn@yahoo.com  

Council President:    Joan Cosgrove, kikkired@verizon.net 

Sunday School Director:     Erin Osterhout, eosterhout@optonline.net   

Women’s Group President:     Marga Conn, tantemarga@outlook.com   

 

Office Hours:  Monday thru Thursday 9:00am – Noon 
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