
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church 
Service of Holy Communion 

January 15, 2023 

(Note:  All wording for the liturgy and hymns will appear on our large 
monitor screens just above the altar area.) 
 

WELCOME  
 
CHILDREN’S SERMON 
 
PRELUDE  
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as 
the presiding minister begins. 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who makes all things new, 
whose mercy endures forever. 

C: Amen. 
 
P: Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

P: Holy One, source of our renewal, 
C: we confess that we are wrapped up in sin, 

and cannot free ourselves. 
We have not practiced your righteousness. 
Our hearts have turned away from you. 
For the sake of the world you so love, 
forgive us, 
that we may be reconciled to one another 
for the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 

 
P: Thus says our God: 

“The former things have come to pass 
and new things I now declare.” 
God’s mercy makes us new. 

We are forgiven in the name of ☩ Christ our Savior. 

C: Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 



+HYMN               As with Gladness Men of Old   #82 
 
1 As with gladness men of old 
 did the guiding star behold; 
 as with joy they hailed its light, 
 leading onward, beaming bright; 
 so, most gracious Lord, may we 
 evermore be led by thee. 
 
2 As with joyful steps they sped, 
 Savior, to thy lowly bed, 
 there to bend the knee before 
 thee, whom heav'n and earth adore; 
 so may we with willing feet 
 ever seek thy mercy seat. 
 
APOSTOLIC GREETING 
 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE               page 81 
 

This is the feast of victory for our God.  Alleluia. 
Worthy is the Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us 
free to be people of God.  Power and riches and wisdom and 
strength, and honor and blessing and glory are his. 
This is the feast of victory for our God.  Alleluia. 
sing with all the people of God and join in the 
hymn of all creation:  Blessing and honor and glory and 
might be to God and the Lamb forever.  Amen. 
This is the feast of victory for our God, for the lamb who was slain 
Has begun his reign.  Alleluia, Alleluia. 

 
+ PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
P: Holy God, our strength and our redeemer, by your Spirit hold us 

forever, that through your grace we may worship you and 
faithfully serve you, follow you and joyfully find you, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SCRIPTURE READING 
 
1 Corinthians 1:1-9 

 
Though God’s church in Corinth is a fractious congregation beset with 
many conflicts, Paul opens this letter by spotlighting the multiple ways 
God has enriched and sustained its life as part of the divine call into the 
fellowship of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

1Paul, called to be an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and our 
brother Sosthenes, 
 2To the church of God that is in Corinth, to those who are sanctified in 
Christ Jesus, called to be saints, together with all those who in every 
place call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, both their Lord and ours: 
 3Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 
 
 4I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God 
that has been given you in Christ Jesus, 5for in every way you have been 
enriched in him, in speech and knowledge of every kind—6just as the 
testimony of Christ has been strengthened among you—7so that you are 
not lacking in any spiritual gift as you wait for the revealing of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 8He will also strengthen you to the end, so that you may be 
blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9God is faithful; by him 
you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION               page 83 
 

Alleluia, Lord, to whom shall we go? 
You have the words of eternal life, Alleluia 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



GOSPEL READING 
 
John 1:29-42 
 
John the Baptist’s witness to Jesus initiates a chain of testimony as his 
disciples begin to share with others what they have found. 
 

29[John the Baptist] saw Jesus coming toward him and declared, “Here is 
the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!30This is he of 
whom I said, ‘After me comes a man who ranks ahead of me because he 
was before me.’ 31I myself did not know him; but I came baptizing with 
water for this reason, that he might be revealed to Israel.” 32And John 
testified, “I saw the Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, and it 
remained on him. 33I myself did not know him, but the one who sent me 
to baptize with water said to me, ‘He on whom you see the Spirit 
descend and remain is the one who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ 34And I 
myself have seen and have testified that this is the Son of God.” 
 35The next day John again was standing with two of his 
disciples, 36and as he watched Jesus walk by, he exclaimed, “Look, here 
is the Lamb of God!” 37The two disciples heard him say this, and they 
followed Jesus. 38When Jesus turned and saw them following, he said to 
them, “What are you looking for?” They said to him, “Rabbi” (which 
translated means Teacher), “where are you staying?” 39He said to them, 
“Come and see.” They came and saw where he was staying, and they 
remained with him that day. It was about four o’clock in the 
afternoon. 40One of the two who heard John speak and followed him was 
Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. 41He first found his brother Simon and 
said to him, “We have found the Messiah” (which is translated 
Anointed). 42He brought Simon to Jesus, who looked at him and said, 
“You are Simon son of John. You are to be called Cephas” (which is 

translated Peter). 
 
SERMON     "Recognizing Jesus” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



HYMN   Jesus Calls Us; O’er the Tumult  #494 
 
1 Jesus calls us; o’er the tumult 
 of our life’s wild, restless sea, 
 day by day his clear voice sounding, 
 saying, “Christian, follow me.” 
 
2 As of old St. Andrew heard it 
 by the Galilean lake, 
 turned from home and toil and kindred, 
 leaving all for his dear sake. 
 
4 In our joys and in our sorrows, 
 days of toil and hours of ease, 
 still he calls, in cares and pleasures, 
 “Christian, love me more than these.” 
 
OFFERING  
 
OFFERTORY                  page 86 
 

Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord, and fill to the brim our cup of 
Blessing.  Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown, that we 
may be 
Fed with the bread of life.  Gather the hopes and dreams of all; 
unite them with the prayers we offer.  Grace our table with your 
presence, and give us a foretaste of the feast to come. 
 

OFFERTORY PRAYER   
 

P: Liberating God, 
you break the bonds of injustice 
and let the oppressed go free. 
Receive these offerings in thanksgiving 
for all your works of merciful power, 
and shape us as people of your justice and freedom. 
You we magnify and adore, through Jesus our Savior, 

C: Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 

         Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 
 

LAMB OF GOD                page 92 
 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: 
Grant us peace, grant us peace. 

 
DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 
+ POST COMMUNION PRAYER   
 
P: Holy One, 

we thank you for the healing 
that springs forth abundantly from this table. 
Renew our strength to do justice, 
love kindness, 
and journey humbly with you. 

C: Amen. 
 

+ BENEDICTION  
 
P: The God who faithfully brings forth justice 

and breaks the oppressor’s rod 

☩ bless, strengthen, and uphold you, 

today and always. 
C: Amen. 
 
 

 

 

 



+ SENDING HYMN Jesus, the Very Thought of You #316 
 
1 Jesus, the very thought of you 
 fills us with sweet delight; 
 but sweeter far your face to view 
 and rest within your light. 
 
2 No voice can sing, no heart can frame, 
 nor can the mind recall 
 a sweeter sound than your blest name, 
 O Savior of us all! 
 
4 O Jesus, be our joy today; 
 help us to prize your love; 
 grant us at last to hear you say: 
 "Come, share my home above." 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
+THE DISMISSAL 
 
P: Go in peace. Follow the way of Jesus. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Weekly Announcements 
 

Serving Today (1/15) 
 

Lector:  Marga Conn   Video:  Don Gulliksen    
Usher:  Barbara Samuelsen     Altar Guild:  Carol DeMeo 

Communion Assistant: Carol DeMeo & Lisa Bischer   
CPIC: Lisa Bischer    Counters: Carol Schutz & Joan Cosgrove 

Offering:  Shannon & Kurt Leifken 
 

SERVING NEXT WEEK: (1/22} 
 

Lector:  Ellen Crane   Video:  Don Gulliksen    
Usher:  Barbara Samuelsen     Altar Guild:  Carol DeMeo 

Communion Assistant: Carol DeMeo & Lisa Bischer   
CPIC: Lisa Bischer    Counters: Carol Schutz & Joan Cosgrove 

Offering:  George and Joan 
 

Holy Trinity wishes you a safe and inspirational Martin Luther King, Jr. 
holiday! 

 
Want to use our church building for your group or organization? Please 
submit your request(s) to our Congregation Council in writing or in email 
form to our President Joan Cosgrove at least one month in advance of intended 
building usage.  Joan’s email is:  kikkired@verizon.net   Groups are required to 
complete a Building Usage Agreement form and provide proof of liability 
insurance coverage listing Holy Trinity as “additionally insured”. 
 
Special thanks to our guest musician for today, Lisa Wichman .  We thank 
her for sharing her gift of music with us.  
 
Lunch & Learn Adult Bible Study will be offered again on 1/18 at noon, in-
person and via ZOOM conferencing. Please contact Pastor Jack 
(jackspartan79@gmail.com) about the ZOOM link. 
 
Our annual “Souper Bowl” of Caring (food collection) is coming soon!  Watch 
future bulletins for details. 

 
Did you know that Congregation Council meetings are open to the general 
public?  Non-Council visitors may have voice, but not vote as per our 
Constitution.  Come see what your leaders are up to lately!  The meetings are 
conducted monthly on the fourth Tuesday of each month at 7:00pm in the choir 
room. 
 
Communion Note:  The communion trays are configured in a certain way. Cups 
containing grape juice are in the center of the tray, and cups containing wine are 
near the edges of each serving tray.  
 
Lectors (readers on Sunday mornings) are needed and appreciated.  Read 
the assigned Scripture for the day!  Sign up sheets are located in the rear of the 
sanctuary, or ask Pastor Jack for details:  jackspartan79@gmail.com 
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RISE UP is collecting toiletries to aid our locals.  Did you know that food 
stamps do not cover basic toiletry items like soap and shampoo?  Please donate 
items in the special bin located in our church vestibule. For more information, 
contact Angela Bloshuk at 973-476-0101 or email her at: 
riseupangela@gmail.com 

 
Want to give electronically?  40% of our offerings now come in via electronic 
giving sources.  To learn more, simply go to our web page at 
www.rockawaylutheran.org and click on the “donate” button. . . then follow the 
simple instructions.  Regular offerings (with date and frequency of your choice) 
as well as one-time gifts can be established electronically.  All transactions are 
confidential. 
 
 
 
 
 

Collections Update- 
 
Winter hats, mittens, gloves, and scarves are now being collected.  
 
For more information of these various clothing collections please contact 
Ellen Crane (973-625-1353). 
 
Please note: Any clothing other than sweaters and flannel shirts should be 
deposited in our outside red clothing bin, located in the rear parking lot. 
 
Non-perishable food items can be dropped off inside our front entrance 
vestibule.  Please do not donate perishable goods, such as milk, eggs, bread, 
and cheese. 
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