
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church 
Service of Holy Communion 

October 2, 2022 

(Note:  All wording for the liturgy and hymns will appear on our large 
monitor screens just above the altar area.) 
 

WELCOME FROM PASTOR JACK 
 
CHILDREN’S SERMON 
 
PRELUDE  
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as 
the presiding minister begins. 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, 

whose steadfast love endures forever. 
C: Amen. 
 

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one 
another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

P: Merciful God, 
C: we confess that we have not followed your path 

but have chosen our own way. 
Instead of putting others before ourselves, 
we long to take the best seats at the table. 
When met by those in need, 
we have too often passed by on the other side. 
Set us again on the path of life. 
Save us from ourselves 
and free us to love our neighbors. 
Amen. 

 
P: Hear the good news! 

God does not deal with us according to our sins 
but delights in granting pardon and mercy. 

In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. 

You are free to love as God loves. 
C: Amen. 
 
 
 
 



+HYMN            Spirit of God, Descend upon My Heart  #486 
 
1 Spirit of God, descend upon my heart; 
 wean it from earth, through all its pulses move; 
 stoop to my weakness, strength to me impart, 
 and make me love you as I ought to love. 
 
4 Teach me to love you as your angels love, 
 one holy passion filling all my frame: 
 the baptism of the heav'n-descended dove, 
 my heart an altar, and your love the flame. 
 
APOSTOLIC GREETING 
 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE      #81 
 

This is the feast of victory for our God.  Alleluia. 
Worthy is the Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us 
free to be people of God.  Power and riches and wisdom and 
strength, and honor and blessing and glory are his. 
This is the feast of victory for our God.  Alleluia. 
sing with all the people of God and join in the 
hymn of all creation:  Blessing and honor and glory and 
might be to God and the Lamb forever.  Amen. 
This is the feast of victory for our God, for the lamb who was slain 
Has begun his reign.  Alleluia, Alleluia. 

 
+ PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
P: Benevolent, merciful God: When we are empty, fill us. When we 

are weak in faith, strengthen us. When we are cold in love, warm 
us, that with fervor we may love our neighbors and serve them 
for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



FIRST SCRIPTURE READING 
 
2 Timothy 1:1-14 
 
This letter written to Timothy is a personal message of encouragement. 
In the face of hardship and persecution, Timothy is reminded that his 
faith is a gift of God. He is encouraged to exercise that faith with the help 
of the Holy Spirit. 
 

1Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, for the sake of the 
promise of life that is in Christ Jesus, 
 2To Timothy, my beloved child: 
  Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our 
Lord. 
 
 3I am grateful to God—whom I worship with a clear conscience, as my 
ancestors did—when I remember you constantly in my prayers night and 
day. 4Recalling your tears, I long to see you so that I may be filled with 
joy. 5I am reminded of your sincere faith, a faith that lived first in your 
grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice and now, I am sure, lives in 
you. 6For this reason I remind you to rekindle the gift of God that is within 
you through the laying on of my hands; 7for God did not give us a spirit of 
cowardice, but rather a spirit of power and of love and of self-discipline. 
 8Do not be ashamed, then, of the testimony about our Lord or of me 
his prisoner, but join with me in suffering for the gospel, relying on the 
power of God, 9who saved us and called us with a holy calling, not 
according to our works but according to his own purpose and grace. This 
grace was given to us in Christ Jesus before the ages began, 10but it has 
now been revealed through the appearing of our Savior Christ Jesus, 
who abolished death and brought life and immortality to light through the 
gospel. 11For this gospel I was appointed a herald and an apostle and a 
teacher, 12and for this reason I suffer as I do. But I am not ashamed, for I 
know the one in whom I have put my trust, and I am sure that he is able 
to guard until that day what I have entrusted to him. 13Hold to the 
standard of sound teaching that you have heard from me, in the faith and 
love that are in Christ Jesus. 14Guard the good treasure entrusted to you, 
with the help of the Holy Spirit living in us. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION     #83 
 

Alleluia, Lord, to whom shall we go? 
You have the words of eternal life, Alleluia 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



GOSPEL READING 
 
Luke 17:5-10 
 
On the way to Jerusalem, Jesus instructs his followers about the power 
of faith and the duties of discipleship. He calls his disciples to adopt the 
attitude of servants whose actions are responses to their identity rather 
than works seeking reward. 
 

5The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith!” 6The Lord replied, “If 
you had faith the size of a mustard seed, you could say to this mulberry 
tree, ‘Be uprooted and planted in the sea,’ and it would obey you. 
 7“Who among you would say to your slave who has just come in from 
plowing or tending sheep in the field, ‘Come here at once and take your 
place at the table’? 8Would you not rather say to him, ‘Prepare supper for 
me, put on your apron and serve me while I eat and drink; later you may 
eat and drink’? 9Do you thank the slave for doing what was 
commanded? 10So you also, when you have done all that you were 
ordered to do, say, ‘We are worthless slaves; we have done only what 
we ought to have done!’ ” 
 
SERMON     “Rekindle Your Gift” 
 
HYMN   Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing  #499 
 
1 Come, thou Fount of ev'ry blessing, 
 tune my heart to sing thy grace; 
 streams of mercy, never ceasing, 
 call for songs of loudest praise. 
 While the hope of endless glory 
 fills my heart with joy and love, 
 teach me ever to adore thee; 
 may I still thy goodness prove. 
 
2 Here I raise my Ebenezer: 
 "Hither by thy help I've come"; 
 and I hope, by thy good pleasure, 
 safely to arrive at home. 
 Jesus sought me when a stranger, 
 wand'ring from the fold of God; 
 he, to rescue me from danger, 
 interposed his precious blood. 
 
OFFERING  
 
 
 
 
 



OFFERTORY      #86 
 

Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord, and fill to the brim our cup of 
Blessing.  Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown, that we 
may be Fed with the bread of life.  Gather the hopes and dreams of 
all; unite them with the prayers we offer.  Grace our table with your 
presence, and give us a foretaste of the feast to come. 
 

OFFERTORY PRAYER   
 

P: Gracious God, 
in your great love you richly provide for our needs. 
Make of these gifts a banquet of blessing, 
and make us ready to share with all in need; 
through Jesus Christ, who sets a table for all. 

C: Amen. 
 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION   “In the night in which he was betrayed…” 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 

         Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 
 

LAMB OF GOD        #92 
 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: 
Grant us peace, grant us peace. 

 
DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 
 
 
 
 
 



+ POST COMMUNION PRAYER   
 
P: God of the abundant table, 

you have refreshed our hearts in this meal 
with bread for the journey. 
Give us your grace on the road 
that we might serve our neighbors with joy; 
for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C: Amen. 
 
+ BENEDICTION  
 
P: God, who gives life to all things 

and frees us from despair, 
bless you with truth and peace. 

And may the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

guide you always in faith, hope, and love. 
C: Amen. 
 
+ SENDING HYMN Will You Come and Follow Me 

The Summons 
 
1 "Will you come and follow me 
 if I but call your name? 
 Will you go where you don't know 
 and never be the same? 
 Will you let my love be shown, 
 will you let my name be known, 
 will you let my life be grown 
 in you and you in me? 
 
2 "Will you leave yourself behind 
 if I but call your name? 
 Will you care for cruel and kind 
 and never be the same? 
 Will you risk the hostile stare, 
 should your life attract or scare? 
 Will you let me answer pray'r 
 in you and you in me? 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
+THE DISMISSAL 
 
P: Go in peace, with Christ beside you. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

 
 
 



Weekly Announcements 
 

Serving Today (10/2)  
 

Lector:  Ruth Ann Greiner         Video:  Don Gulliksen    
Usher:   Sig & Barbara Samuelsen    Communion Assistant:   Megan Hatem      
 Altar Guild:  Barbara Samuelsen & Linda Decker       CPIC:  Sig Samuelsen 

 
Serving Next Week (10/9) 

 
Lector:  Volunteer         Video:  Don Gulliksen    

Usher:   Sig & Barbara Samuelsen    Communion Assistant:   Megan Hatem      
 Altar Guild:  Barbara Samuelsen & Linda Decker       CPIC:  Sig Samuelsen 

 
 
This Sunday we welcome Jennifer Foose as our guest musician today.  Thank 
you for blessing us! 
 
For several consecutive Sundays we will incorporate into our liturgy some 
of the old favorite liturgical pieces, such as "This is the Feast", the "Alleluia" 
verse prior to the Gospel, and the offertory response.  We hope you enjoy this 
nostalgic blast from the past. Songbooks containing the music will be available 
for newcomers and others unfamiliar with our liturgical singing.  
 
Worship Songbooks will be distributed to all who attend our worship 
services. Please return the songbooks to the ushers’ table at the 
conclusion of each service.  Thank you. 
 
Fall Festival Debriefing Meeting:  Please join us in the choir room on October 
10 at 7:00pm to debrief regarding the Fall Festival.  What went well? What can 
we improve upon?  Your input is valued and appreciated. 
 
Did you know that Congregation Council meetings are open to the general 
public?  Non-Council visitors may have voice, but not vote as per our 
Constitution.  Come see what your leaders are up to lately!  The meetings are 
conducted monthly on the fourth Tuesday of each month at 7:00pm in the choir 
room. 
 
Lunch & Learn Adult Bible Study will be offered again October 5, “in person” 
or via ZOOM video link from noon – 1:00pm. Please contact Pastor Jack 
(jackspartan79@gmail.com) about the ZOOM link. 
 
Looking Ahead: First Holy Communion Instruction will be offered this Fall 
for all children, grade 3 and above.  Classes are scheduled for the evenings of 
October 16 & 23, with the actual First Communion Sunday to be October 30.  For 
questions and concerns please contact Pastor Jack at:  
jackspartan79@gmail.com 
 
Communion Note:  Did you know that the communion trays are configured in a 
certain way?  Cups containing grape juice are in the center of the tray, and cups 
containing wine are near the edges of each serving tray.  
 
Offering envelopes are now available on the table in the back of the 
sanctuary.    Please feel free to take some of the preprinted envelopes from the 
back and write your name in the space provided. 

about:blank


 
Lectors (readers on Sunday mornings) are needed and appreciated.  Read 
the assigned Scripture for the day!  Sign up sheets are located in the rear of the 
sanctuary, or ask Pastor Jack for details:  jackspartan79@gmail.com 
 
Opportunities to provide humanitarian aid to refugees from the Ukraine and 
to the hurricane survivors in Puerto Rico:  Send your contributions to 
Lutheran Disaster Response You can donate on the web by visiting ELCA.org 
and then clicking “Eastern Europe Crisis Response” or you can mail checks to: 

Lutheran Disaster Response 
P.O. Box 1809 
Merrifield, VA 22116-8009 
(Write "Eastern Europe Crisis Response" on your check memo line.) 

 
RISE UP is collecting toiletries to aid our locals.  Did you know that food 
stamps do not cover basic toiletry items like soap and shampoo?  Please donate 
items in the special bin located in our church vestibule. For more information, 
contact Angela Bloshuk at 973-476-0101 or email her at: 
riseupangela@gmail.com 
 
Want to give electronically?  40% of our offerings now come in via electronic 
giving sources.  To learn more, simply go to our web page at 
www.rockawaylutheran.org and click on the “donate” button. . . then follow the 
simple instructions.  Regular offerings (with date and frequency of your choice) 
as well as one-time gifts can be established electronically.  All transactions are 
confidential. 
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Collections Update- 
 
Clean and slightly used men’s and women’s sweaters and flannel shirts  
will be collected throughout the month of September. 
 
Coats for the annual coat drive will be accepted during the month of October. 
 
For more information of these various clothing collections please contact 
Ellen Crane (973-625-1353). 
 
Please note: Any clothing other than socks, sweaters, flannel shirts and coats 
should be deposited in our outside clothing bin, located in the rear parking lot. 
 
Non-perishable food items can be dropped off inside our front entrance 
vestibule.  Please do not donate perishable goods, such as milk, eggs, bread, 
and cheese. 
 
 
 

 
 

RISE UP News: 
 

Free Community breakfasts are offered at the Presbyterian Church, located on 
Church St. in the Boro.  Next Breakfast:  Sat., October 29th from 8:00am – 
11:00am. For more information and opportunities to volunteer, contact Jay 
Decker at jdecker10@yahoo.com  

 
 
 
 
 
 


