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WELCOME FROM PASTOR JACK 
 

CHILDREN’S SERMON                     Erin Osterhout 
 

PRELUDE                      Finlandia 
Piano-Organ Duet: Barbara Selland and Nancy Cliff 

 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS     

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the 
presiding minister begins. 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who redeems us in Christ Jesus, 
whose steadfast love endures forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one 
another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
P: Merciful God, 
C: Most merciful God, 

we confess that we have sinned against you 
and our neighbors. 
We have ignored voices that call for your justice. 
We have neglected actions 
that witness to your righteousness. 
We have spoken and acted 
in ways that disrupt your beloved community. 
We truly repent of things we have done and left undone. 
For the sake of Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 
Restore our troubled spirits, so that we may live in newness, 
follow the way of the Spirit, and build up the body of Christ. 
Amen. 

 

P: Rejoice and be glad! 
God hears the prayers of all who cry out, 
and restores us to life through the death 
and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
Therefore, I declare to you the forgiveness of all your sins, 
in the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
 
 
 



HYMN  O Day of Rest and Gladness   #251 
 
1 O day of rest and gladness, 
 O day of joy and light, 
 O balm for care and sadness, 
 most beautiful, most bright: 
 on you the high and lowly, 
 through ages joined in tune, 
 sing, “Holy, holy, holy,” 
 to the great God triune. 
 
4 New graces ever gaining 
 from this our day of rest, 
 we reach the rest remaining 
 to spirits of the blest. 
 To Holy Ghost be praises, 
 to Father, and to Son; 
 the church its voice upraises 
 to you, blest Three in One. 
 
APOSTOLIC GREETING 
 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE      #81 
 

This is the feast of victory for our God.  Alleluia. 
Worthy is the Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us 
free to be people of God.  Power and riches and wisdom and 
strength, and honor and blessing and glory are his. 
This is the feast of victory for our God.  Alleluia. 
sing with all the people of God and join in the 
hymn of all creation:  Blessing and honor and glory and 
might be to God and the Lamb forever.  Amen. 
This is the feast of victory for our God, for the lamb who was slain 
Has begun his reign.  Alleluia, Alleluia. 

 
+ PRAYER OF THE DAY                            Marga Conn 
 
P: O God, the protector of all who trust in you, without you nothing 

is strong, nothing is holy. Embrace us with your mercy, that with 
you as our ruler and guide, we may live through what is 
temporary without losing what is eternal, through Jesus Christ, 

our Savior and Lord. 
C: Amen. 
 
 



SCRIPTURE READING                  Joyce Maul 
 
2 Thessalonians 3:6-13                
 
Some members of the Thessalonian community, because of their belief 
in the nearness of Christ’s return, had ceased to work, living off the 
generosity of other members of the community. The writer of this letter 
warns them bluntly that if they want to eat, they need to work. 
 

6Now we command you, beloved, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
to keep away from believers who are living in idleness and not according 
to the tradition that they received from us. 7For you yourselves know how 
you ought to imitate us; we were not idle when we were with you, 8and 
we did not eat anyone’s bread without paying for it; but with toil and labor 
we worked night and day, so that we might not burden any of you. 9This 
was not because we do not have that right, but in order to give you an 
example to imitate. 10For even when we were with you, we gave you this 
command: Anyone unwilling to work should not eat. 11For we hear that 
some of you are living in idleness, mere busybodies, not doing any 
work. 12Now such persons we command and exhort in the Lord Jesus 
Christ to do their work quietly and to earn their own living. 13Brothers and 
sisters, do not be weary in doing what is right. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION     #83 
 

Alleluia, Lord, to whom shall we go? 
You have the words of eternal life, Alleluia 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



GOSPEL READING          Carol Schutz 
 
Luke 21:5-19 
 
As history moves toward God’s fulfillment there will be frightening signs 
and events. Before the end, believers will draw strength from their 
relationship to God and will be given the words they need to testify and 
to endure without fear. 
 

5When some were speaking about the temple, how it was adorned with 
beautiful stones and gifts dedicated to God, [Jesus] said, 6“As for these 
things that you see, the days will come when not one stone will be left 
upon another; all will be thrown down.” 
 7They asked him, “Teacher, when will this be, and what will be the sign 
that this is about to take place?” 8And he said, “Beware that you are not 
led astray; for many will come in my name and say, ‘I am he!’ and, ‘The 
time is near!’ Do not go after them. 
 9“When you hear of wars and insurrections, do not be terrified; for 
these things must take place first, but the end will not follow 
immediately.” 10Then he said to them, “Nation will rise against nation, 
and kingdom against kingdom; 11there will be great earthquakes, and in 
various places famines and plagues; and there will be dreadful portents 
and great signs from heaven. 
 12“But before all this occurs, they will arrest you and persecute you; 
they will hand you over to synagogues and prisons, and you will be 
brought before kings and governors because of my name. 13This will give 
you an opportunity to testify. 14So make up your minds not to prepare 
your defense in advance; 15for I will give you words and a wisdom that 
none of your opponents will be able to withstand or contradict. 16You will 
be betrayed even by parents and brothers, by relatives and friends; and 
they will put some of you to death. 17You will be hated by all because of 
my name. 18But not a hair of your head will perish. 19By your endurance 
you will gain your souls.” 
 
SERMON                 "Mary vs, Martha" by Ruth Ann Greiner 
 
                                      Cast:  Narrator - Ellen Crane 
                                                Martha - Joan Cosgrove 
                                                Mary - Barbara Samuelson 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  
 



HYMN   Lift High the Cross    #377 
 

Refrain 
 Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim 
 till all the world adore his sacred name. 
 
1 Come, Christians, follow where our captain trod, 
 our king victorious, Christ, the Son of God.  Refrain 
 
4 O Lord, once lifted on the glorious tree, 
 as thou hast promised, draw us all to thee.  Refrain 
 
5 So shall our song of triumph ever be: 
 praise to the Crucified for victory!  Refrain 
 
CHOIR ANTHEM "You are Lord" 
 
OFFERING  
 
OFFERTORY       #86 
 

Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord, and fill to the brim our cup of 
Blessing.  Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown, that we 
may be 
Fed with the bread of life.  Gather the hopes and dreams of all; 
unite them with the prayers we offer.  Grace our table with your 
presence, and give us a foretaste of the feast to come. 
 

OFFERTORY PRAYER                         Shannon Leifken 
 

P: Blessed are you, Maker of all things. 
As you have entrusted us with all that you have created, 
now gather our gifts, 
nourish us with this sacrament, 
and send us to those who hunger and thirst, 
for the sake of Jesus Christ our Savior. 

C: Amen. 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION   “In the night in which he was betrayed…” 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



THE LORD’S PRAYER      Judy Randazzo 
 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 

         Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 
 

LAMB OF GOD       #92 
 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: 
Grant us peace, grant us peace. 

 
DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 
+ POST COMMUNION PRAYER                     Ellen Crane 
 
P: We give you thanks, most gracious God, 

that you have fed us with the bread of heaven 
and given us a foretaste of Paradise. 
Enliven us to be your body in the world 
and to serve those who are in need; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 
 
+ BENEDICTION                        Ellen Crane 
 
P: The God of peace, 

who creates all things and calls them good, 
who makes us alive in Jesus, 
and who breathes on us the Spirit of hope, 

☩ bless you now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



+ SENDING HYMN Gentle Shepherd 
 

Gentle Shepherd, come and lead us,  
For we need You to help us find our way. 
Gentle Shepherd, come and feed us, 
For we need Your strength from day to day. 
There’s no other we can turn to 
Who can help us face another day; 
Gentle Shepherd, come and lead us, 
For we need You to help us find our way. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS         Joan Cosgrove 
 
+THE DISMISSAL          Joan Cosgrove 
 
P: Go in peace. Be a blessing in the world. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Weekly Announcements 
 

Serving Today 
 
 

Lector:  WELCA   Video:  Don Gulliksen   Usher: Matt Maitilasso 
Communion Assistant: Joan Cosgrove & Ellen Crane   

Altar Guild: Ruth Leonard      CPIC: Matt Maitilasso     
 Counters: Carol Schutz & Joan Cosgrove   

Offering:  George Leonard & Eugene Randazzo 
 

Serving Next Week  (11/20) 
 

Lector:  Volunteer    Video:  Don Gulliksen   Usher: Matt Maitilasso 
Communion Assistant: Joan Cosgrove & Ellen Crane   

Altar Guild: Ruth Leonard      CPIC: Matt Maitilasso     
 Counters: Carol Schutz & Joan Cosgrove   

Offering:  George Leonard & Eugene Randazzo 
 

 
Today we welcome  Nancy Cliff as our guest musician. Thank you for 
sharing your gift of music with us.  

 
Today is WELCA Sunday (Women of the ELCA Sunday).  Several of our 
women will be leading the liturgy.  They are also offering a luncheon for us 
immediately following our worship service and congregation meeting. Thank you 
ladies! 
 

Altar flowers are given to the glory of God from the ladies of WELCA 

 
Please remain seated after our worship service today to participate in a 
brief congregation meeting.  The agenda will include: 
 

- A vote on the proposed 2023 Spending Plan (budget) 
- Election and/or re-election of those eligible to serve on our   
              Congregation Council 
- Two minor changes to our bylaws: 

(a) A Motion to conduct one annual meeting per year, to be offered in 
November of each year 

(b) A Motion to change the name of the “Outreach Team” to the 
“Marketing Team” 

 
If you wish to have a bulletin announcement printed in our Sunday bulletin, 
please email the announcement to our office at:  htl.church@gmail.com no later 
than the Tuesday prior to the announcement’s intended appearance in the 
Sunday bulletin. 
 
 
Want to use our church building for your group or organization? Please 
submit your request(s) to our Congregation Council in writing or in email 
form to our President Joan Cosgrove at least one month in advance of intended 
building usage.  Joan’s email is:  kikkired@verizon.net   Groups are required to 

about:blank
about:blank


complete a Building Usage Agreement form and provide proof of liability 
insurance coverage listing Holy Trinity as “additionally insured”. 
 
Worship Songbooks will be distributed to all who attend our worship 
services. Please return the songbooks to the ushers’ table at the 
conclusion of each service.  Thank you. 
 
For several consecutive Sundays we will incorporate into our liturgy some 
of the old favorite liturgical pieces, such as "This is the Feast", the "Alleluia" 
verse prior to the Gospel, and the offertory response.  We hope you enjoy this 
nostalgic blast from the past. Songbooks containing the music will be available 
for newcomers and others unfamiliar with our liturgical singing.  
 
Did you know that Congregation Council meetings are open to the general 
public?  Non-Council visitors may have voice, but not vote as per our 
Constitution.  Come see what your leaders are up to lately!  The meetings are 
conducted monthly on the fourth Tuesday of each month at 7:00pm in the choir 
room. 
 
Lunch & Learn Adult Bible Study will be offered again November 16 “in 
person” or via ZOOM video link from noon – 1:00pm. Please contact Pastor Jack 
(jackspartan79@gmail.com) about the ZOOM link. 
 
Communion Note:  Did you know that the communion trays are configured in a 
certain way?  Cups containing grape juice are in the center of the tray, and cups 
containing wine are near the edges of each serving tray.  
 
Offering envelopes are now available on the table in the back of the 
sanctuary.    Please feel free to take some of the preprinted envelopes from the 
back and write your name in the space provided. 
 
Lectors (readers on Sunday mornings) are needed and appreciated.  Read 
the assigned Scripture for the day!  Sign up sheets are located in the rear of the 
sanctuary, or ask Pastor Jack for details:  jackspartan79@gmail.com 
 
Opportunities to provide humanitarian aid to refugees from the Ukraine and 
to the hurricane survivors. Send your contributions to Lutheran Disaster 
Response You can donate on the web by visiting ELCA.org and then clicking 
“Eastern Europe Crisis Response” or you can mail checks to: 

Lutheran Disaster Response 
P.O. Box 1809 
Merrifield, VA 22116-8009 
(Write "Eastern Europe Crisis Response" on your check memo line.) 

 
RISE UP is collecting toiletries to aid our locals.  Did you know that food 
stamps do not cover basic toiletry items like soap and shampoo?  Please donate 
items in the special bin located in our church vestibule. For more information, 
contact Angela Bloshuk at 973-476-0101 or email her at: 
riseupangela@gmail.com 
 
Want to give electronically?  40% of our offerings now come in via electronic 
giving sources.  To learn more, simply go to our web page at 
www.rockawaylutheran.org and click on the “donate” button. . . then follow the 
simple instructions.  Regular offerings (with date and frequency of your choice) 

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank


as well as one-time gifts can be established electronically.  All transactions are 
confidential. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Collections Update- 
 
Winter hats, mittens, gloves, and scarves will be collected during the month of 
November.  
 
For more information of these various clothing collections please contact 
Ellen Crane (973-625-1353). 
 
Please note: Any clothing other than socks, sweaters, flannel shirts and coats 
should be deposited in our outside clothing bin, located in the rear parking lot. 
 
Non-perishable food items can be dropped off inside our front entrance 
vestibule.  Please do not donate perishable goods, such as milk, eggs, bread, 
and cheese. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 


