
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church 
Service of Holy Communion 

January 1, 2023 

(Note:  All wording for the liturgy and hymns will appear on our large 
monitor screens just above the altar area.) 
 

WELCOME  
 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 
 

PRELUDE  
 
NEW YEAR’S DAY LITANY    By Fran Pratt 
 
P:   Faithful God, we look back on the year behind 
      us and appreciate Your presence with us, 
      through it. We look ahead at the year before 
      us with hope, and anticipate Your continuing 
      love and the fulfillment of your promises. 
 
P:   In this new year, grant that we may become 
      more faithful… 
C:  more committed to your kingdom work 
 more knowledgeable of your ways 
 more familiar with your spirit 
 more pliant to your instruction 
 more willing to give of ourselves to others. 
 
P:   We pray for increase… 
C:  of love 
 of storehouses full of good things to share 
 of relational harmony and peace 
 of health 
 of meaningful work 
 of balance among work, play, and rest 
 of personal growth and wisdom 
 of grateful hearts, 
 and most of all, of your presence and power among us. 
 
P: May we hear your voice more clearly, and heed it. 
C: May we be aware of the limits of our 
             understanding, and work to expand them. 
 
P:   May the words of Christ dwell in us richly. 
C: May we be vigilant for those around us who are in 
             need and tend to them. 
 
 



P: May we hear your voice more clearly, and heed it. 
C: May we be aware of the limits of our 
             understanding, and work to expand them. 
 
P:   May the words of Christ dwell in us richly. 
C: May we be vigilant for those around us who are in 
             need and tend to them. 
 
P:   May we experience anew the rebirth and resurrection 
          life of Jesus. 
C:  May we complete the tasks you set before us, love well 
      those souls you give to our care, and make good use of 
      the time we are given on the earth. 
       We are grateful for Your love, kindness, and care. 
      Amen. 
 
P:   May the God of Peace bless us all as we embark on the first  

day of a new week, the first day of a new month, and the first day 
of a new year.  Amen! 

 
+HYMN      Go Tell It On The Mountain                                  #70 

 
Refrain 
 Go tell it on the mountain, 
 over the hills and ev'rywhere; 
 go tell it on the mountain 
 that Jesus Christ is born! 
 
1 While shepherds kept their watching 
 o'er silent flocks by night, 
 behold, throughout the heavens 
 there shone a holy light.  Refrain  
 
2 The shepherds feared and trembled 
 when, lo, above the earth 
 rang out the angel chorus 
 that hailed our Savior's birth.  Refrain 
 
3 Down in a lonely manger 
 the humble Christ was born; 
 and God sent us salvation 
 that blessed Christmas morn.  Refrain 
 
 
APOSTOLIC GREETING 
 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 



 
+ PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
P: Eternal Father, you gave your incarnate Son the holy name of 

Jesus to be a sign of our salvation. Plant in every heart the love 
of the Savior of the world, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 
SCRIPTURE READING 
 
Numbers 6:22-27 
 
God commanded Aaron to say these words, known as the Aaronic 
benediction, in blessing the people of Israel. We too are marked with 
God’s name and God’s blessing as we are sent from our assemblies into 
the world. 
 

22The LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 23Speak to Aaron and his sons, 
saying, Thus you shall bless the Israelites: You shall say to them, 
 24The LORD bless you and keep you; 
 25the LORD make his face to shine upon you, and be gracious to you; 
 26the LORD lift up his countenance upon you, and give you peace. 
 27So they shall put my name on the Israelites, and I will bless them. 
 
 
GOSPEL READING 
 
Luke 2:15-21 
 
Eight days after his birth, Jesus is circumcised according to Jewish law 
and given the name announced by the angel before his conception. 
 

15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds 
said to one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that 
has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” 16So they went 
with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the 
manger. 17When they saw this, they made known what had been told 
them about this child; 18and all who heard it were amazed at what the 
shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured all these words and pondered 
them in her heart. 20The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God 
for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 
 
 21After eight days had passed, it was time to circumcise the child; and 
he was called Jesus, the name given by the angel before he was 
conceived in the womb. 
 
SERMON     “A New Beginning . . . . Again” 
 



HYMN   Angels, From the Realms of Glory             #50 
1 Angels, from the realms of glory, 
 wing your flight o'er all the earth; 
 once you sang creation's story, 
 now proclaim Messiah's birth: 
 Come and worship, come and worship, 
 worship Christ, the newborn king. 
 
2 Shepherds, in the fields abiding, 
 watching o'er your flocks by night, 
 God with us is now residing, 
 yonder shines the infant light. 
 Come and worship, come and worship, 
 worship Christ, the newborn king. 
 
3 Sages, leave your contemplations, 
 brighter visions beam afar; 
 seek the great desire of nations, 
 you have seen his natal star. 
 Come and worship, come and worship, 
 worship Christ, the newborn king. 
 
4 All creation, join in praising 
 God, the Father, Spirit, Son, 
 evermore your voices raising 
 to the eternal Three in One. 
 Come and worship, come and worship, 
 worship Christ, the newborn king. 
 
+THE APOSTLES’ CREED  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the 
dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy Christian church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 



OFFERING  
 
OFFERTORY       #86 
 

Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord, and fill to the brim our cup of 
Blessing.  Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown, that we 
may be 
Fed with the bread of life.  Gather the hopes and dreams of all; 
unite them with the prayers we offer.  Grace our table with your 
presence, and give us a foretaste of the feast to come. 
 

OFFERTORY PRAYER   
 

P: God of abundance, 
receive and bless these gifts we have offered. 
Join our hearts with the song of the angels, 
and gather us at your table of celebration. 
Strengthen us to share with all the world 
the abundance of your grace upon grace, 
poured out in Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh. 

C: Amen. 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION   “In the night in which he was betrayed…” 
 
 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 

         Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 
 
DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 
 
 
 
 



+ POST COMMUNION PRAYER   
 
P: God our redeemer, 

you have fed us at this table 
with gifts of grace, truth, and life. 
As you have gathered us in joy, 
send us forth as messengers of your peace. 
Make us shine with the good news of your glory, 
born to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 
 
+ BENEDICTION  
 
P: God bless you and keep you, 

☩ Jesus grant you grace and truth, 

and the Spirit send peace upon your hearts, 
now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 
 
+ SENDING HYMN It Came upon the Midnight Clear #54 

 
1 It came upon the midnight clear, 
 that glorious song of old, 
 from angels bending near the earth 
 to touch their harps of gold: 
 "Peace on the earth, good will to all, 
 from heav'n's all-gracious king." 
 The world in solemn stillness lay 
 to hear the angels sing. 
 
4 For lo! The days are hast'ning on, 
 by prophets seen of old, 
 when with the ever-circling years 
 shall come the time foretold, 
 when peace shall over all the earth 
 its ancient splendors fling, 
 and all the world give back the song 
 which now the angels sing. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
+THE DISMISSAL 
 
P: Christ the Savior is born! 

Go in peace. Proclaim this good news. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

 
 



Weekly Announcements 
 

Serving Today (1/1) 
 

Lector:  Carol Schutz   Video:  Don Gulliksen    
Usher:  Joan Cosgrove     Altar Guild:  Carol DeMeo 
Communion Assistant: Carol DeMeo & Carol Schutz   

CPIC: Lisa Bischer Counters: Carol Schutz & Joan Cosgrove 
Offering:  Ellen & Art Crane 

 

 
Holy Trinity wishes you and yours a safe and happy holiday season. 

 

 
WELCA will be meeting on January 8th, immediately following the worship 
service.  All ladies of the church are welcome. 
 
Want to use our church building for your group or organization? Please 
submit your request(s) to our Congregation Council in writing or in email 
form to our President Joan Cosgrove at least one month in advance of intended 
building usage.  Joan’s email is:  kikkired@verizon.net   Groups are required to 
complete a Building Usage Agreement form and provide proof of liability 
insurance coverage listing Holy Trinity as “additionally insured”. 
 
Lunch & Learn Adult Bible Study will not be offered in person and via ZOOM 
conferencing on January 4 at noon.  Please contact Pastor Jack 
(jackspartan79@gmail.com) about the ZOOM link. 

 
Did you know that Congregation Council meetings are open to the general 
public?  Non-Council visitors may have voice, but not vote as per our 
Constitution.  Come see what your leaders are up to lately!  The meetings are 
conducted monthly on the fourth Tuesday of each month at 7:00pm in the choir 
room. 
 
Communion Note:  The communion trays are configured in a certain way. Cups 
containing grape juice are in the center of the tray, and cups containing wine are 
near the edges of each serving tray.  
 
Lectors (readers on Sunday mornings) are needed and appreciated.  Read 
the assigned Scripture for the day!  Sign up sheets are located in the rear of the 
sanctuary, or ask Pastor Jack for details:  jackspartan79@gmail.com 
 
 
RISE UP is collecting toiletries to aid our locals.  Did you know that food 
stamps do not cover basic toiletry items like soap and shampoo?  Please donate 
items in the special bin located in our church vestibule. For more information, 
contact Angela Bloshuk at 973-476-0101 or email her at: 
riseupangela@gmail.com 
 
Want to give electronically?  40% of our offerings now come in via electronic 
giving sources.  To learn more, simply go to our web page at 
www.rockawaylutheran.org and click on the “donate” button. . . then follow the 
simple instructions.  Regular offerings (with date and frequency of your choice) 
as well as one-time gifts can be established electronically.  All transactions are 
confidential. 
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Collections Update- 
 
Winter hats, mittens, gloves, and scarves are now being collected.  
 
For more information of these various clothing collections please contact 
Ellen Crane (973-625-1353). 
 
Please note: Any clothing other than sweaters and flannel shirts should be 
deposited in our outside red clothing bin, located in the rear parking lot. 
 
Non-perishable food items can be dropped off inside our front entrance 
vestibule.  Please do not donate perishable goods, such as milk, eggs, bread, 
and cheese. 

 
 

 
 

 
 


