
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church 
Service of Holy Communion 

December 4, 2022 

(Note:  All wording for the liturgy and hymns will appear on our large 
monitor screens just above the altar area.) 
 

WELCOME FROM PASTOR JACK 
 
CHILDREN’S SERMON 
 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENTY WREATH      Walter and Marilyn Lapham 
 
HYMN  Oh, Come, Oh, Come, Emmanuel 
 
2 Oh, come, oh, come, great Lord of might, 
 who to your tribes on Sinai’s height 
 in ancient times once gave the law 
 in cloud, and majesty, and awe.   
Refrain 
 Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
 shall come to you, O Israel. 
 
BAPTISM of Fox Wilder Schrak  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as 
the presiding minister begins. 

P: Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, 
who alone does wondrous things. 
Blessed be God’s name forever. 

C: Amen. 
 
P: Beloved, now is the time to wake from sleep. 

Let us confront our sins, 
and confess them to the one who is merciful and just. 

 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

 
P: God of new beginnings, 
C: we confess that we have not welcomed your holy reign. 

We have strayed from your paths. 
We prepare for war instead of peace. 
We dishonor one another and your creation. 
Purify us with your refining fire 
and set us again on your way of love, 
that we may bear fruit worthy of repentance, 
and welcome your coming among us. 
Amen. 

 
P: People of God, 

a new thing is growing in our midst, 
a tender branch, 
a living sign. 
By water and the Spirit you are joined to this wonder. 

You have put on ☩ Christ, 

and your sins have been washed away. 
Rejoice in the way of the Lord. 

C: Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



+HYMN               On Jordan’s Banks the Baptist’s Cry  #36 
 
1 On Jordan’s banks the Baptist’s cry 
 announces that the Lord is nigh; 
 awake and hearken, for he brings 
 glad tidings of the King of kings! 
 
2 Then cleansed be ev’ry life from sin; 
 make straight the way for God within, 
 and let us all our hearts prepare 
 for Christ to come and enter there. 
 
APOSTOLIC GREETING 
 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
 
+ PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
P: Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only 

Son. By his coming nurture our growth as people of repentance 
and peace; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

C: Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SCRIPTURE READING 
 
Isaiah 11:1-10 
 
Isaiah describes the coming of a future, ideal ruler who will renew 
David’s royal line (the stump of Jesse). Gifted by the spirit of God, this 
ruler will reign with perfect justice. Enmity and danger will be restored to 
harmony and peaceful coexistence. 
 1A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, 
  and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 
 2The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him, 
  the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
  the spirit of counsel and might, 
  the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 
 3His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. 
 
 He shall not judge by what his eyes see, 
  or decide by what his ears hear; 
 4but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, 
  and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 
 he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 
  and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 
 5Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, 
  and faithfulness the belt around his loins. 
 
 6The wolf shall live with the lamb, 
  the leopard shall lie down with the kid, 
 the calf and the lion and the fatling together, 
  and a little child shall lead them. 
 7The cow and the bear shall graze, 
  their young shall lie down together; 
  and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 
 8The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, 
  and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. 
 9They will not hurt or destroy 
  on all my holy mountain; 
 for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD 
  as the waters cover the sea. 
 
 10On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; 
the nations shall inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION     #83 
 

Alleluia, Lord, to whom shall we go? 
You have the words of eternal life, Alleluia 

 
 
 



GOSPEL READING 
 
Matthew 3:1-12 
 
Just before Jesus begins his public ministry, John the Baptist appears, 
calling people to mend their ways and speaking of a powerful one who is 
to come. 
1In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, 
proclaiming, 2“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 3This 
is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, 
 “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
 ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 
  make his paths straight.’ ” 
4Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his 
waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. 5Then the people of 
Jerusalem and all Judea were going out to him, and all the region along 
the Jordan, 6and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, 
confessing their sins. 
 7But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for 
baptism, he said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee 
from the wrath to come? 8Bear fruit worthy of repentance. 9Do not 
presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; for I 
tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to 
Abraham. 10Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree 
therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the 
fire. 
 11“I baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is more 
powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to carry his sandals. 
He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 12His winnowing fork is in 
his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and will gather his wheat 
into the granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 
 
SERMON     “Ready. . . . or Not?” 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



HYMN   Prepare the Royal Highway   #26 
 
1 Prepare the royal highway; 
 the King of kings is near! 
 Let ev'ry hill and valley 
 a level road appear! 
 Then greet the King of glory, 
 foretold in sacred story: 
 
Refrain 
 Hosanna to the Lord, 
 for he fulfills God's word! 
 
2 God's people, see him coming: 
 your own eternal king! 
 Palm branches strew before him! 
 Spread garments! Shout and sing! 
 God's promise will not fail you! 
 No more shall doubt assail you!  Refrain 
 
CHOIR ANTHEM “Advent Candles Light the Way”   

    by McCarth and Peterson 
 
OFFERING  
 
OFFERTORY       #86 
 

Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord, and fill to the brim our cup of 
Blessing.  Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown, that we 
may be 
Fed with the bread of life.  Gather the hopes and dreams of all; 
unite them with the prayers we offer.  Grace our table with your 
presence, and give us a foretaste of the feast to come. 
 

OFFERTORY PRAYER   
 

P: Eternal God, 
you make the desert bloom 
and send springs of water to thirsty ground. 
Receive these simple gifts of bread, wine, and money, 
and make us messengers of your mercy and love 
for all in need of your healing and justice. 
We ask this through Christ our Savior. 

C: Amen. 
 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION   “In the night in which he was betrayed…” 
 
 
 



THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 

         Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 
 

LAMB OF GOD       #92 
 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: 
Grant us peace, grant us peace. 

 
DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 
+ POST COMMUNION PRAYER   
 
P: Faithful God, 

in this meal you have remembered your mercy, 
bringing heaven to earth in the body and blood of Christ. 
As we wait for the day when all your promises will be fulfilled, 
sustain us and strengthen us by this holy mystery. 
Guide us toward your promised future, 
coming to birth in Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 
 
+ BENEDICTION  
 
P: God the eternal Word, 

who dwells with us in Jesus, 
and who holds us in the grace of the Holy Spirit, 

☩ bless you now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 



+ SENDING HYMN Hark, the Glad Sound!   #35 
 
1 Hark, the glad sound! The Savior comes, 
 the Savior promised long; 
 let ev'ry heart prepare a throne 
 and ev'ry voice a song. 
 
2 He comes the pris'ners to release, 
 in Satan's bondage held. 
 The gates of brass before him burst, 
 the iron fetters yield. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
+THE DISMISSAL 
 
P: Go in peace. Christ is near. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Weekly Announcements 
 

Serving Today 
 

Lector:  Volunteer    Video:  Don Gulliksen    
Usher: Ellen Crane & Marga Conn 

Communion Assistant:   Joan Cosgrove     Altar Guild: Joan Cosgrove       
CPIC: Ellen Crane     Counters: Joan Cosgrove & Matt Maitilasso 

Offering:  Lisa Bischer & Shannon Leifken 
 
 

Serving Next Week (12/11) 
 

Lector:  Volunteer    Video:  Don Gulliksen    
Usher: Ellen Crane & Marga Conn 

Communion Assistant:   Joan Cosgrove     Altar Guild: Joan Cosgrove       
CPIC: Ellen Crane     Counters: Joan Cosgrove & Matt Maitilasso 

Offering:  Lisa Bischer & Shannon Leifken 
 
 

Congratulations to Kristine and Hunter Schrak on the baptism of their son Fox 
Wilder Schrak today.  Blessings also to godparents Timothy Schrak and Alisha 
Perrone. 
 
Special thanks to everyone who helped to make our annual Christmas Bazaar 
a huge blessing and success!   
 
Circle your Calendars for two special events this month:  Our annual 
Christmas Choir Cantata on December 11 and the annual Children’s Christmas 
play on December 18.  Each event to take place during our worship service on 
Sunday morning! 

 
Today we welcome Lois Buesser as our guest musician. Thank you for sharing 
your gift of music with us.  
 
WELCA will meet on Sunday, December 11, after the cantata Church Service 
for a little Christmas meeting and celebration in the Blue Room.  All ladies of the 
Church are welcome and we look forward to a happy time together to celebrate 
the holidays.  Looking forward to seeing you then.  Please call the Church office 
or Marga for further information. 
 
Sunday School Parents:  On December 18, please bring a dessert to share in 
celebration of this year's Sunday School play.  It will be a time of fun and 
fellowship following the service. 
 
DRESS REHEARSAL - Dress rehearsal for this year’s Christmas program will be 
held on December 17 from 10:00 AM – 12 noon.  If you cannot attend this 
important rehearsal, please call (973-366-3922) or email (ragreiner@verizon.net) 
Ruth Ann Greiner to let her know. 
 
ALL SUNDAY SCHOOL STUDENTS – Beginning December 4, all Sunday 
School students should be attending the play rehearsals held at 10:00 AM in the 
sanctuary. 
 
The Sunday School will be performing our play, The Perfect Gift, during the 
service on December 18.  We all hope you can attend. 

mailto:ragreiner@verizon.net


We are now in the liturgical season of Advent (four consecutive Sundays 
prior to Christmas). Special thanks to Walter and Marilyn Lapham who will be 
participating in our wreath ceremony this Sunday.  
 
Want to use our church building for your group or organization? Please 
submit your request(s) to our Congregation Council in writing or in email 
form to our President Joan Cosgrove at least one month in advance of intended 
building usage.  Joan’s email is:  kikkired@verizon.net   Groups are required to 
complete a Building Usage Agreement form and provide proof of liability 
insurance coverage listing Holy Trinity as “additionally insured”. 
 
Lunch & Learn Adult Bible Study will be offered again December 7th - in 
person” or via ZOOM video link from noon – 1:00pm. Please contact Pastor Jack 
(jackspartan79@gmail.com) about the ZOOM link. 
 
Did you know that Congregation Council meetings are open to the general 
public?  Non-Council visitors may have voice, but not vote as per our 
Constitution.  Come see what your leaders are up to lately!  The meetings are 
conducted monthly on the fourth Tuesday of each month at 7:00pm in the choir 
room. 
 
Communion Note:  Did you know that the communion trays are configured in a 
certain way?  Cups containing grape juice are in the center of the tray, and cups 
containing wine are near the edges of each serving tray.  
 
Lectors (readers on Sunday mornings) are needed and appreciated.  Read 
the assigned Scripture for the day!  Sign up sheets are located in the rear of the 
sanctuary, or ask Pastor Jack for details:  jackspartan79@gmail.com 
 
Opportunities to provide humanitarian aid to refugees from the Ukraine and 
to the hurricane survivors. Send your contributions to Lutheran Disaster 
Response You can donate on the web by visiting ELCA.org and then clicking 
“Eastern Europe Crisis Response” or you can mail checks to: 

Lutheran Disaster Response 
P.O. Box 1809 
Merrifield, VA 22116-8009 
(Write "Eastern Europe Crisis Response" on your check memo line.) 

 
RISE UP is collecting toiletries to aid our locals.  Did you know that food 
stamps do not cover basic toiletry items like soap and shampoo?  Please donate 
items in the special bin located in our church vestibule. For more information, 
contact Angela Bloshuk at 973-476-0101 or email her at: 
riseupangela@gmail.com 

 
Want to give electronically?  40% of our offerings now come in via electronic 
giving sources.  To learn more, simply go to our web page at 
www.rockawaylutheran.org and click on the “donate” button. . . then follow the 
simple instructions.  Regular offerings (with date and frequency of your choice) 
as well as one-time gifts can be established electronically.  All transactions are 
confidential. 
 
 
 
 

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Collections Update- 
 
Winter hats, mittens, gloves, and scarves will be collected  
 
For more information of these various clothing collections please contact 
Ellen Crane (973-625-1353). 
 
Please note: Any clothing o  ther than sweaters and flannel shirts should be 
deposited in our outside red clothing bin, located in the rear parking lot. 
 
Non-perishable food items can be dropped off inside our front entrance 
vestibule.  Please do not donate perishable goods, such as milk, eggs, bread, 
and cheese. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Order Poinsettias for Christmas 

Help decorate our Church for Christmas Eve! 
 

The cost for each plant is $10.00 

Please submit all orders by Dec. 11th 
 

Make a gift of a Poinsettia in memory of, 

 in honor of, or in celebration of .  .  .  .  . 

 

Your Name _____________________________________ 

 
  
In ______________of _____________________________           
  
           __________________________________________ 
 
In ______________of _____________________________           
  
           __________________________________________ 
 
In ______________of _____________________________           
  
           __________________________________________ 
 

 
          # of Plants Ordered       ______ 
 
                     Check/Cash Enclosed $ ______ 

 
Please return this form with the your check or cash to the  

Church Office or place in the offering plate. 

 

All gifts will be acknowledged in an insert in the Christmas Eve Bulletin.  
Plants may be picked up after either service. 

 
 

 
 


