
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church 
Service of Holy Communion 

December 11, 2022 

(Note:  All wording for the liturgy and hymns will appear on our large 
monitor screens just above the altar area.) 
 

WELCOME FROM PASTOR JACK 
 
CHILDREN’S SERMON 
 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENTY WREATH               The Leifken Family 
 
HYMN  Oh, Come, Oh, Come, Emmanuel 
 
3 Oh, come, strong Branch of Jesse, free 
 your own from Satan’s tyranny; 
 from depths of hell your people save 
 and give them vict’ry o’er the grave.   
Refrain 
 Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
 shall come to you, O Israel. 
 
BAPTISM OF Xander Lawrence Titus 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as 
the presiding minister begins. 

P: Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, 
who alone does wondrous things. 
Blessed be God’s name forever. 

C: Amen. 
 
P: Beloved, now is the time to wake from sleep. 

Let us confront our sins, 
and confess them to the one who is merciful and just. 

 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

P: God of new beginnings, 
C: we confess that we have not welcomed your holy reign. 

We have strayed from your paths. 
We prepare for war instead of peace. 
We dishonor one another and your creation. 
Purify us with your refining fire 
and set us again on your way of love, 
that we may bear fruit worthy of repentance, 
and welcome your coming among us. 
Amen. 

 
P: People of God, 

a new thing is growing in our midst, 
a tender branch, 
a living sign. 
By water and the Spirit you are joined to this wonder. 

You have put on ☩ Christ, 

and your sins have been washed away. 
Rejoice in the way of the Lord. 

. 
C: Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



+HYMN               Hark, the Glad Sound!   #35 
 
1 Hark, the glad sound! The Savior comes, 
 the Savior promised long; 
 let ev'ry heart prepare a throne 
 and ev'ry voice a song. 
 
4 Our glad hosannas, Prince of peace, 
 your welcome shall proclaim, 
 and heav'n's eternal arches ring 
 with your beloved name. 
 
APOSTOLIC GREETING 
 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
 
+ PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
P: Stir up the wills of all who look to you, Lord God, and strengthen 

our faith in your coming, that, transformed by grace, we may 
walk in your way; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

C: Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SCRIPTURE READING 
 

Isaiah 35:1-10 
 

The prophet describes the return from the Babylonian captivity as a 
joyous procession to Zion. God’s coming reign will bring a renewal of 
creation in which health and wholeness will be restored. There is no 
need for fear, for God is coming to save. 
 

 1The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, 
  the desert shall rejoice and blossom; 
 like the crocus 2it shall blossom abundantly, 
  and rejoice with joy and singing. 
 The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, 
  the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. 
 They shall see the glory of the LORD, 
  the majesty of our God. 

 3Strengthen the weak hands, 
  and make firm the feeble knees. 
 4Say to those who are of a fearful heart, 
  “Be strong, do not fear! 
 Here is your God. 
  He will come with vengeance, 
 with terrible recompense. 
  He will come and save you.” 
 5Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 
  and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 
 6then the lame shall leap like a deer, 
  and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. 
 For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, 
  and streams in the desert; 
 7the burning sand shall become a pool, 
  and the thirsty ground springs of water; 
 the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp, 
  the grass shall become reeds and rushes. 
 8A highway shall be there, 
  and it shall be called the Holy Way; 
 the unclean shall not travel on it, 
  but it shall be for God’s people; 
  no traveler, not even fools, shall go astray. 
 9No lion shall be there, 
  nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; 
 they shall not be found there, 
  but the redeemed shall walk there. 
 10And the ransomed of the LORD shall return, 
  and come to Zion with singing; 
 everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; 
  they shall obtain joy and gladness, 
  and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 
 



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION     #83 
 

Alleluia, Lord, to whom shall we go? 
You have the words of eternal life, Alleluia 

 
GOSPEL READING 
 
Matthew 11:2-11 
 
John the Baptist expects the Messiah to bring God’s judgment upon the 
earth (Matt. 3:11-12). From a prison cell, he wonders whether Jesus is 
the one who will do this. Jesus’ response indicates that God’s reign is 
indeed being fulfilled already through healing and restoration. 
 

2When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word 
by his disciples 3and said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or are 
we to wait for another?” 4Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what 
you hear and see: 5the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers 
are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have 
good news brought to them. 6And blessed is anyone who takes no 
offense at me.” 
 7As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John: 
“What did you go out into the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by 
the wind? 8What then did you go out to see? Someone dressed in soft 
robes? Look, those who wear soft robes are in royal palaces. 9What then 
did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a 
prophet. 10This is the one about whom it is written, 
 ‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, 
  who will prepare your way before you.’ 
11Truly I tell you, among those born of women no one has arisen greater 
than John the Baptist; yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater 
than he.” 
 
SERMON     “Then. . . . . . and Now” 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



HYMN   Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers   #25 
 
1 Rejoice, rejoice, believers, 
 and let your lights appear; 
 the evening is advancing, 
 and darker night is near. 
 The bridegroom is arising 
 and soon is drawing nigh. 
 Up, pray and watch and wrestle; 
 at midnight comes the cry. 
 
2 The watchers on the mountain 
 proclaim the bridegroom near; 
 go forth as he approaches 
 with alleluias clear. 
 The marriage feast is waiting; 
 the gates wide open stand. 
 Arise, O heirs of glory; 
 the bridegroom is at hand. 
 
CHOIR CANTATA  “Noel Celebration” 
 
OFFERING  
 
OFFERTORY       #86 
 

Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord, and fill to the brim our cup of 
Blessing.  Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown, that we 
may be 
Fed with the bread of life.  Gather the hopes and dreams of all; 
unite them with the prayers we offer.  Grace our table with your 
presence, and give us a foretaste of the feast to come. 
 

OFFERTORY PRAYER   
 

P: Eternal God, 
you make the desert bloom 
and send springs of water to thirsty ground. 
Receive these simple gifts of bread, wine, and money, 
and make us messengers of your mercy and love 
for all in need of your healing and justice. 
We ask this through Christ our Savior. 

C: Amen. 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION   “In the night in which he was betrayed…” 
 

 
 
 
 



THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 

         Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 
 

LAMB OF GOD       #92 
 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: 
Grant us peace, grant us peace. 

 
DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 
+ POST COMMUNION PRAYER   
 
P: Faithful God, 

in this meal you have remembered your mercy, 
bringing heaven to earth in the body and blood of Christ. 
As we wait for the day when all your promises will be fulfilled, 
sustain us and strengthen us by this holy mystery. 
Guide us toward your promised future, 
coming to birth in Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 
 
+ BENEDICTION  
 
P: God the eternal Word, 

who dwells with us in Jesus, 
and who holds us in the grace of the Holy Spirit, 

☩ bless you now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



+ SENDING HYMN Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers 
 
3 The saints, who here in patience 
 their cross and suff'rings bore, 
 shall live and reign forever 
 when sorrow is no more. 
 Around the throne of glory 
 the Lamb they shall behold; 
 in triumph cast before him 
 their diadems of gold. 
 
4 Our hope and expectation, 
 O Jesus, now appear; 
 arise, O Sun so longed for, 
 o'er this benighted sphere. 
 With hearts and hands uplifted, 
 we plead, O Lord, to see 
 the day of earth's redemption 
 that sets your people free! 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
+THE DISMISSAL 
 
P: Go in peace. Christ is near. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Weekly Announcements 
 

 
Serving Today 

 
 

Lector:  Carol Schutz    Video:  Don Gulliksen    
Usher: Ellen Crane & Marga Conn 

Communion Assistant:   Joan Cosgrove     Altar Guild: Joan Cosgrove       
CPIC: Ellen Crane     Counters: Joan Cosgrove & Matt Maitilasso 

Offering:  Lisa Bischer & Shannon Leifken 
 

Serving Next Week (12/18) 
 

Lector:  Volunteer    Video:  Don Gulliksen    
Usher: Ellen Crane & Marga Conn 

Communion Assistant:   Joan Cosgrove     Altar Guild: Joan Cosgrove       
CPIC: Ellen Crane     Counters: Joan Cosgrove & Matt Maitilasso 

Offering:  Lisa Bischer & Shannon Leifken 
 
 
 

Congratulations to  John and Kimberly Titus  on the baptism of their son 
Xander Lawrence Titus today.  Blessings also to godparents Kelly Cameron and 
Stacey Titus. 
 
Today our choir is offering a cantata as part of our worship service! Special 
thanks to all the hard work of Dr. Joanne Schaper for directing the choir.  Also, 
thanks to Jennifer Foose, accompanist, and to the volunteer voices from the 
Cedar Grove High School choir! 
 
Today we welcome Jennifer Foose as our guest musician. Thank you for 
sharing your gift of music with us.  
 
Altar flowers are given in memory of Arne Landik-Larsen from Debbie Landvik 
Larson. 
 
This Sunday (12/11) is the last day to place your orders for altar 
poinsettias. Please place your order form in the offering plate or on the 
church office desk before you leave worship today.  The order form is included 
in today’s bulletin. 
 
Christmas Eve/ Christmas Day Worship Schedule:   

12/24 – Worship at 3:30pm and 5:00pm; both services offer candlelight 
                            and communion  

12/25 – Christmas Day service – 11:00am with holy communion 
 
Thank you to those who provided Christmas gifts for the impoverished this 
year, and a special thank you to Miss Erin for coordinating this year’s campaign!  
 
WELCA will meet on Sunday, December 11, after the cantata Church Service 
for a little Christmas meeting and celebration in the Blue Room.  All ladies of the 
Church are welcome and we look forward to a happy time together to celebrate 
the holidays.  Looking forward to seeing you then.  Please call the Church office 
or Marga for further information. 
 



Sunday School Parents:  On December 18, please bring a dessert to share in 
celebration of this year's Sunday School play.  It will be a time of fun and 
fellowship following the service. 
 
DRESS REHEARSAL - Dress rehearsal for this year’s Christmas program will be 
held on December 17 from 10:00 AM – 12 noon.  If you cannot attend this 
important rehearsal, please call (973-366-3922) or email (ragreiner@verizon.net) 
Ruth Ann Greiner to let her know. 
 
The Sunday School will be performing our play, The Perfect Gift, during the 
service on December 18.  We all hope you can attend. 
 
We are now in the liturgical season of Advent (four consecutive Sundays 
prior to Christmas). Special thanks to The Leifken Family who will be 
participating in our wreath ceremony this Sunday.  
 
Want to use our church building for your group or organization? Please 
submit your request(s) to our Congregation Council in writing or in email 
form to our President Joan Cosgrove at least one month in advance of intended 
building usage.  Joan’s email is:  kikkired@verizon.net   Groups are required to 
complete a Building Usage Agreement form and provide proof of liability 
insurance coverage listing Holy Trinity as “additionally insured”. 
 
Lunch & Learn Adult Bible Study will be offered again December 21st in 
person” or via ZOOM video link from noon – 1:00pm. Please contact Pastor Jack 
(jackspartan79@gmail.com) about the ZOOM link. 
 
Did you know that Congregation Council meetings are open to the general 
public?  Non-Council visitors may have voice, but not vote as per our 
Constitution.  Come see what your leaders are up to lately!  The meetings are 
conducted monthly on the fourth Tuesday of each month at 7:00pm in the choir 
room. 
 
Communion Note:  Did you know that the communion trays are configured in a 
certain way?  Cups containing grape juice are in the center of the tray, and cups 
containing wine are near the edges of each serving tray.  
 
Lectors (readers on Sunday mornings) are needed and appreciated.  Read 
the assigned Scripture for the day!  Sign up sheets are located in the rear of the 
sanctuary, or ask Pastor Jack for details:  jackspartan79@gmail.com 
 
RISE UP is collecting toiletries to aid our locals.  Did you know that food 
stamps do not cover basic toiletry items like soap and shampoo?  Please donate 
items in the special bin located in our church vestibule. For more information, 
contact Angela Bloshuk at 973-476-0101 or email her at: 
riseupangela@gmail.com 

 
Want to give electronically?  40% of our offerings now come in via electronic 
giving sources.  To learn more, simply go to our web page at 
www.rockawaylutheran.org and click on the “donate” button. . . then follow the 
simple instructions.  Regular offerings (with date and frequency of your choice) 
as well as one-time gifts can be established electronically.  All transactions are 
confidential. 
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Collections Update- 
 
Winter hats, mittens, gloves, and scarves will be collected  
 
For more information of these various clothing collections please contact 
Ellen Crane (973-625-1353). 
 
Please note: Any clothing other than sweaters and flannel shirts should be 
deposited in our outside red clothing bin, located in the rear parking lot. 
 
Non-perishable food items can be dropped off inside our front entrance 
vestibule.  Please do not donate perishable goods, such as milk, eggs, bread, 
and cheese. 

 
 

 
 
 

 

Choir Cantata 
 

Noel Celebration by Cindy Berry 
                         
                        Director:   Dr. Joanne Schaper 
 
                    Accompanist: Jennifer Foose 

 
Choir 

 
Joan Cosgrove  Kim Dwyer 
Ann Marie Grilk  Peggy Hon 
Ellen Lodato  Nancy Ambjor 
Barbara Selland  Zach Grilk 
Jay Decker  Andy Grilk 
Barbara Samuelsen Norman Ambjor 

                       Cedar Grove High School Choir 
 

 
                                            Narrators 

 
                         Alan Buechler and Ruth Ann Greiner 
 
          Special Tech thanks to Don Gulliksen and Artie Crane 

 


