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+ INDICATES THE CONGREGATION STANDS AS YOU ARE ABLE 

 
WELCOME FROM PASTOR JACK 
 
CHILDREN’S SERMON 
 

+HYMN♫          He Leadeth Me 
 
1 He leadeth me: oh, blessed thought! 
 Oh, words with heav’nly comfort fraught! 
 Whate’er I do, where’er I be, 
 still ’tis God’s hand that leadeth me. 
 
Refrain 
 He leadeth me, he leadeth me, 
 by his own hand he leadeth me. 
 His faithful foll’wer I would be, 
 for by his hand he leadeth me. 
 
3 Lord, I would clasp thy hand in mine, 
 nor ever murmur nor repine; 
 content, whatever lot I see, 
 since ’tis my God that leadeth me.  Refrain 

 
 
SALUTATION   
 
 P: The Lord be with you. 
 C: And also with you. 
 
+ PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 
P: O God our strength, without you we are weak and wayward 

creatures. Protect us from all dangers that attack us from the 
outside, and cleanse us from all evil that arises from within 
ourselves, that we may be preserved through your Son, Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SHARING OF THE ASSIGNED SCRIPTURE READINGS 
 
James 1:17-27 
 
The letter of James was intended to provide first-century Christians with 
instruction in godly behavior. Here Christians are encouraged to listen 
carefully and to act on what they hear, especially by caring for those 
least able to care for themselves. 
 

17Every generous act of giving, with every perfect gift, is from above, 
coming down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or 
shadow due to change. 18In fulfillment of his own purpose he gave us 
birth by the word of truth, so that we would become a kind of first fruits of 
his creatures. 
 
  19You must understand this, my beloved: let everyone be quick to 
listen, slow to speak, slow to anger; 20for your anger does not produce 
God’s righteousness. 21Therefore rid yourselves of all sordidness and 
rank growth of wickedness, and welcome with meekness the implanted 
word that has the power to save your souls. 
  22But be doers of the word, and not merely hearers who deceive 
themselves. 23For if any are hearers of the word and not doers, they are 
like those who look at themselves in a mirror; 24for they look at 
themselves and, on going away, immediately forget what they were 
like. 25But those who look into the perfect law, the law of liberty, and 
persevere, being not hearers who forget but doers who act—they will be 
blessed in their doing. 
  26If any think they are religious, and do not bridle their tongues but 
deceive their hearts, their religion is worthless. 27Religion that is pure and 
undefiled before God, the Father, is this: to care for orphans and widows 
in their distress, and to keep oneself unstained by the world. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23 
 
Mark’s gospel depicts Jesus as challenging traditional ways in which 
religious people determine what is pure or impure. For Jesus, the 
observance of religious practices cannot become a substitute for godly 
words or deeds that spring from a faithful heart. 
 

1Now when the Pharisees and some of the scribes who had come from 
Jerusalem gathered around [Jesus], 2they noticed that some of his 
disciples were eating with defiled hands, that is, without washing 
them. 3(For the Pharisees, and all the Jews, do not eat unless they 
thoroughly wash their hands, thus observing the tradition of the 
elders; 4and they do not eat anything from the market unless they wash 
it; and there are also many other traditions that they observe, the 
washing of cups, pots, and bronze kettles.) 5So the Pharisees and the 
scribes asked him, “Why do your disciples not live according to the 
tradition of the elders, but eat with defiled hands?” 6He said to them, 
“Isaiah prophesied rightly about you hypocrites, as it is written, 
 ‘This people honors me with their lips, 
  but their hearts are far from me; 
 7in vain do they worship me, 
  teaching human precepts as doctrines.’ 
8You abandon the commandment of God and hold to human tradition.” 
  14Then he called the crowd again and said to them, “Listen to me, all 
of you, and understand: 15there is nothing outside a person that by going 
in can defile, but the things that come out are what defile.” 
  21For it is from within, from the human heart, that evil intentions come: 
fornication, theft, murder, 22adultery, avarice, wickedness, deceit, 
licentiousness, envy, slander, pride, folly. 23All these evil things come 
from within, and they defile a person.” 
 
SERMON  “Within You, Without You” 
 
QUIET TIME FOR REFLECTION & PRAYER   
  
HYMN OF THE DAY♫       O Master, Let Me Walk with You 
 
1 O Master, let me walk with you 
 in lowly paths of service true; 
 tell me your secret; help me bear 
 the strain of toil, the fret of care. 
 
3 Teach me your patience; share with me 
 a closer, dearer company, 
 in work that keeps faith sweet and strong, 
 in trust that triumphs over wrong, 
  
 
 



+THE PRAYERS                                      (See “Celebrate” bulletin insert) 
 
P: Made children and heirs of God’s promise, we pray for the 

church, the world, and all in need. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

P: We pray for the church, that it is a safe haven for all who seek 
your presence. Fill it with pastors, deacons, and leaders who 
echo your expansive and generous welcome. Lord, in your 
mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 
P: We pray for the whole of creation, that plants and animals have 

the habitat and resources to thrive and flourish. Inspire us to 
protect threatened habitats and ensure a sustainable future for 
generations to come. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 
P: We pray for individuals in positions of authority (national and 

local leaders may be named). Raise up wise and discerning 
leaders in federal, state, and local governments and guide them 
to seek the benefit of every person. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 
P: We pray for all who are in need. Support and encourage those 

who are unemployed, underemployed, or experiencing poverty. 
Bring food, shelter, clothes, and stability for daily life. Lord, in 
your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 
P: We pray for this congregation, especially those beginning a new 

school year (students, teachers, or others may be named here). 
Empower teachers and school administrators. Guide students in 
their learning and development. Accompany parents, foster 
parents, and caregivers who provide encouragement and love. 
Lord, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 

P: We give thanks for the faithful departed who showed us how to 
honor God with our heart. Inspire us by their example and renew 
our faith, trusting that we will be united with them in glory. Lord, 
in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 
P: Receive these prayers, O God, and those in our hearts known 

only to you; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C: Amen. 



EXCHANGE OF PEACE: 
 

P:    The peace of the Lord be with you always 
C:    And also with you 

(Please wave to your nearest worship neighbors) 
 

OFFERING PRAYER   
 

P: Jesus, Bread of life, 
you have set this table with your very self, 
and called us to the feast of plenty. 
Gather what has been sown among us, 
and strengthen us in this meal. 
Make us to be what we receive here, 
your body for the life of the world. 

C: Amen. 
 

(Offering baskets will not be passed around.  At the conclusion of the 
service, please place your offering in designated baskets in the rear of 
the sanctuary.) 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

 WORDS OF INSTITUTION   “In the night in which he was betrayed…” 
 

 THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 

         Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 
 



DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 
(At the invitation of the pastor, please open your communion kit and 
consume the host and grape juice) 
 
+ POST COMMUNION PRAYER   
 
P: Jesus, Bread of life, 

we have received from your table 
more than we could ever ask. 
As you have nourished us in this meal, 
now strengthen us to love the world with your own life. 
In your name we pray. 

C: Amen. 
 
+ BENEDICTION  
 
P: The blessing of God, 

who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us, 

☩ be upon you now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 
+ SENDING HYMN My Faith Looks Up to Thee 
 
1 My faith looks up to thee, 
 thou Lamb of Calvary, 
 Savior divine! 
 Now hear me while I pray, 
 take all my guilt away, 
 oh, let me from this day 
 be wholly thine! 
 
2 May thy rich grace impart 
 strength to my fainting heart, 
 my zeal inspire; 
 as thou hast died for me, 
 oh, may my love to thee 
 pure, warm, and changeless be, 
 a living fire! 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
+THE DISMISSAL 
 
P: Go in peace. You are the body of Christ. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

 
 
 
 



Weekly Announcements 
 

Lector: Shannon Leifken    Music Director:  Chad Flynn   Video:  Don Gulliksen 

 
Sunday School resumes on September 12. For more information, please 
contact Erin Osterhout at 973-615-1026 or eosterhout@optonline.net. 
 
Volunteers are needed to count the offering after church on Sunday 
mornings.  If you have any questions or would like to volunteer please contact 
Joan Cosgrove at (973-601-1705) or speak to her in church.  No experience 
necessary! 
 
Mark your calendars!  The church comes back to life in a big way on Sunday, 
September 12 with the first day of Sunday School and the return of our post-
worship coffee hours.  Watch future bulletins for details. 
 
Lectors (readers on Sunday mornings) are needed and appreciated.  Read 
the assigned Scripture for the day!  Sign up sheets are located in the rear of the 
sanctuary, or ask Pastor Jack for details:  jackspartan79@gmail.com 
 
Did you notice that we are planting a community vegetable garden behind 
the church?  The “harvest” to be donated to our local impoverished.  For more 
info on volunteering/supporting this effort, please contact Shannon Leifken at:  
shannonleifken@gmail.com or call 973-570-2136. 
 
Volunteers are greatly needed to help with our Fall Festival. (see paragraph 
below) If you can help, even for just an hour or two, please see the sign-up 
board in the rear of our sanctuary, or contact Matt Maitilasso at 973-876-0973 or 
email at lawnpridenj@yahoo.com 
 
Fall Festival is Coming!  Mark your calendars to participate in our annual 
community Fall Festival, September 25 from noon to 5pm (rain date 9/26, 1:00-
6:00). Food, vendors, car show, live band, and more!  For more information, 
contact Matt Maitilasso at 973-876-0973 or email at lawnpridenj@yahoo.com  
Business sponsors and vendors are being recruited now! CDC guidelines will be 
followed, especially for masking and physical distancing. 
 
Food Collections.  Please note:  Please donate only NON-PERISHABLE food 
items.  Do not drop off milk, bread, or various dairy products as these items may 
spoil prior to public distribution. 
 
Did you know…approximately two hundred viewers “tune in” each week through 
our internet streaming of the worship experience. We are reaching viewers as far 
as Texas, Florida, the Carolinas, Tennessee, Maine and now China!  Thanks to 
modern technology we are living out Jesus’ great commission to proclaim God’s 
Word near and far (see Matthew 28). 
 
All liturgical wording for our worship services comes from the national office 
of the ELCA (Evangelical Lutheran Church in America) and is the standard 
recommended Lutheran liturgy for all Lutheran congregations across the United 
States. 
 
Lunch & Learn Adult Bible Study will be offered again on September 1.  Join 
us at noon...bring a bag lunch.  Physical distancing and facial coverings will be 

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank


mandatory. For those unable or uncomfortable attending in person, the Bible 
study will be live streamed through the ZOOM format.  Please contact Pastor 
Jack (jackspartan79@gmail.com) about the ZOOM link. 
 
Clothing Donations:  Please DO NOT drop off clothing at our church vestibule 
or lobby area.  Instead, please place all donated articles in the RED BIN in the 
rear parking lot of the church. Shoes, handbags, stuffed toys, and linens are 
accepted as well! For more information, contact Ellen Crane at 973-625-1353. 
 
Want to give electronically?  40% of our offerings now come in via electronic 
giving sources.  To learn more, simply go to our web page at 
www.rockawaylutheran.org and click on the “donate” button. . . then follow the 
simple instructions. Still not sure?  Please contact Donna Gulliksen at: 
Donna.Gulliksen@gmail.com or call her at 973-697-1895.  Regular offerings 
(with date and frequency of your choice) as well as one-time gifts can be 
established electronically.  All transactions are confidential. 
 
 
 
 

Upcoming Events 
 
 
Sun., Aug. 29 Worship - 11:00am 
 
Wed., Sep. 1  Lunch & Learn Bible Study – noon in choir room 
 
Sun., Sept. 5   Worship 11:00am 
 
Sun., Sept. 12  Worship - 11:00am 
                           First Day of Sunday School 
                          Post Worship Coffee Hour Resumes 
 
Sat., Sept. 25  Community Fall Festival (noon – 5pm) 
 
Sun., Sept. 26 Rain date for the Fall Festival (1 – 6pm) 
 
Sun., Oct. 3  Norwegian Memorial Service -3:00pm 
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Holy Trinity Lutheran Church 
508 Green Pond Road 
Rockaway, NJ 07866 

rockawaylutheran.org 
htlchurch@gmail.com 

973-625-0110 

 

Pastor:    Rev. Dr. Jack DiMatteo, jackspartan79@gmail.com 

Music Director:   Chad Flynn, bariflynn@yahoo.com  

Council President:    Joan Cosgrove, kikkired@verizon.net 

Sunday School Director:     Erin Osterhout, eosterhout@optonline.net   

Women’s Group President:     Marga Conn, tantemarga@outlook.com   

 

Office Hours:  Monday thru Thursday 9:00am – Noon 

 

mailto:htlchurch@gmail.com

